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ents and rapid pi*ogrcss in his studies. After 
graduating, Jeremy visits foreign parts — Alba- 
ny and Philadelphia — Jeremy's mode of judging^ 
of cities, &c. p. 83—87. 

Memorandttms for a tour, Sec, the steanger in 
vew-jeh^et, or. Cockney travellings by Jeremy 
Cockloft the younger. 

Chap. 1. — References to Carr's Stranger in Ire* 
land, and Wild's travels — notices of Powles- 
hook ferry boats — skilly-pots— Rattle-snake- 
hill — tarapins — Passaic — pence-table,^. — with 

' notes of reference to celebrated travellers — 
such as Linkum Fidelius, Tag-rag and Bobtail, 
and others. 

Chap. IL — Newark — gaily nippers — ^Archy Gifford 
— Elizabethtowu — Bridgetown, or Spanktown — 
crab-fishery- -memo, when the mouu is in pis* 

CCS, &G. 

Chap. III. — Brunswick — New-Jersey lawyers — 
all nums — ^Drake's tavern — Hook-'em-snivy, &c. 

Chap. IV. — Princeton college — professors burnt 

out — students famous for eatings and erudUionr-^ 

/sooi/iienceiiiciit*— albanians lore stargpon — phiK 
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adelphians racoon and splacniinc^. Sundry H- 
lustrious names to foe noticed, such as Dnport, 
the dancing master— dr. Pangloss — Tom JeflTer- 
son — ^Tom Paine^— and Tom the , mheiv ! 

Chap. V. — ^Profound reflections-^^fterthe manneh 
of Carr, &c. — languishihg state of literature — 
—Moore — negro-driver could not write— propo- 
sed inquiry of *Sbidlikens the cockney — why the 
Americans are so much inferior to the mobility 
of Cheapside and Shore-ditch — plum-puddings 
^ and superfine reflections, &c. 

Chap. VI. — Trenton— Anacreon Moore — Linkum 
Pidelius— Carr, Joe Miller and others. Conclu- 
sion to make a book as clear as a whistle, p 
«8— 97- 

NO. v.— MARCH 7, 1807. 

.From my dboiv-^hair. {Langstc^^s) Communica- 
tion of a second letter of the tripolitan, Musta- 
pha, occasioned, as Langstaff supposes, by the 
presentment of a pair oi' colors, a corporation 
dinner, &c. Mustapha's letter to Abdallah 
£b*n al Rahab, surnamed the snorer, &c. Mus- 
tapha is awakened by the frightful noise of 
drams, trumpets, and the shouting multitude- 
wooden bulwarks, called the ballet^ ^ v^^^^ ^^ 
jAeces for Brewood. Eammn.'^ o£ 1Y« T»^^ss^— 



^ 
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parade of six hundred mou, wbich Mustapha 
thoaght were drawn up in a crescent to compli- 
ment himselff being a furfc--explanation of bis 
niistake— the fsmaJI baskem with his tails, descri- 
bed—the army in its march opposed by a pump, 
with sundry other difficulties — the pump carried 
without the loss of a man. The grand bashair 
attacks the little bashaw, in a speech--<i grand 
cafftle attacked by the little bashaw, which yields 
after a defence of three hours. Mustapha\s mis- 
take corrected— he confesses that erery thing \u 
tliis conntiy is on a grand scale. Remarks on tlm 
military establishment of tlie nationr-nsclcs5 
and expensive wars ill-befitting this philosophic 
And economic nation. Account of a parade-day 
*— of the cx)lonel or kiaya — of the captain op 
fa^-rag— and so on to the chief eunuch, or drum- 
major. Description of military evolutions — 
dismissal of the army— conclusion with an oath 
by the beard of Mahomet, that every thing 
hen is on a grand scale I p. 09— 114. 
Communication, from AfOkony Evergreen, genl, 
ContaJBing an account <rf* his accompany ing Will 
Wizard to mrs. ■ ■ ■ ■ *8 ball. Description ol 
Will's dress«<~particulariy his Chinese waistcoat, 
presmited to him by the beautiful Nang-ibu, 
4Micliter 9f the great €hifi«€liio4bu. I'akes a 



coktentS of vol. I. zclii 



qtfld, why oot cud, of tobacco, id face of the 
compaDy.. Notice of miss Laurelia Dash-a-waj 
—Billy Dimple — Tueky Squash of Hayti— and 
miss Sophy Sparkle— Will talks to miss Spar- 
kle coDceming China— exfiatiates on boiled birds' 
Dfists, &c. 114—122. 

Poetical address to the ladies from the mill of 
Pindar Ck>ckloft, esq. — professes to love the 
gentle sex, &c.— to hate loose jests. Two of hid 
nieces come to town— to be polished— i. e. to 
undress a la mode francaise— to learn the waltz- 
es and music. Pindar on a visit finds Moore's 
poems in the parlor— chides his nieces*— cen- 
sures Moore's poetry, and concludes with a piece 
of advice which may be useful to some fair ones. 

• p. 123—127. 

NO. Vr.— MARCH 20. 1807. 

From my elborv-chair, {Langstaff^s) Genealogy of 
■ the Cockloilt family— rule with them to marry 
' one of their own name— some particulars respect- 
ing mr. Christopher Cockloft, esq. — his plan for 
educating his children— mrs. Cockloft— her good 
qualities and pbus habits. Two worthy old 
spinsters from the country — the Cockloft's fami- 
ly mansion—family carriage and Yvo^ftCiV— ^V 
iMt^uoent to pieces of family aiiUqvVit5"*-x«^«3Xs. 



JUllr COiy-TBNTS OF VOL. I. 

4)r Jeremy's abhorrence of duteli falls. Cousii 
Christopiier also entertains a mortal antipath; 
to a demoeratF— a profound contempt for french 
men— ^reason why— was a faithful loyalist durinj 
the revolutionary war. The miss Cocklofts- 
Barbara and Margery or Maggie. An acciden 
happening to cousin Chr istophcr*s silk stocking 
he comes home in a squall — all the body politii 
jn a fermentp-mrs. Cocktoi't and the young ia 
idies take occasion to inveigh against the ioso 
lence of upstarts, and wonld-be gentlemen an< 
ladies, Sit. p. 123 — 145. 
Theatrics, by WHl Wixard^ es^.— Will goes to th( 
theatre accompanied by his friend FifivEBS, th< 
cockney— an admirable dramatic critic, beiuj 
deeply read in Cinilerella, Blue-beard, &c.— 
4nd finds Ikult with every thing. The play 
Othello — ^Rutherford looks big and frowns — 
an actor who looks big, talks big, and take 
long strides set down by Will and Snivers as •* 
great tragedian — specimen of Snivers* criticisn 
—finds lault with Cooper — prefers Fenner, 
acting — mr. Fennel tlic greater actor by thre< 
inches and a quarter— Wood and Cain of tin 
Philadelphia theatre. An actor, like a soldier, i 
mere machine— Hcritical contest between Siiiv- 
«<y ^nd .a pjiiladeJphian, the dispute referrec 
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to WilPs decision-t-conTersation among the criN 
|cs on the art ol* dying on tlic stage. Enco* 
mhim on the actors of Cbina*-Chow-Chow pai'- 
tieularly praised for his dezteritj in killing 
himself, his metliod described — P. 8. Will 
Wisard ieams too late that Otiiello has not 
been performed here, tha lord hums irAen, but 
since the criti<iism is written niU coA-^oie hhn- 
Keif with the reflection that 'it will answer ftr 
- the last performance, if that was a dossen yeajW 
ago. Wiaard is not the first who lias criticised 
a play without baring seen it performed, p. 

NO. V1I.--APRIL 4, 1807. 

Lcttier from JMustapha Rnb-a-dUb Keli Khan to 
Asem Hacchem slaTe*driTer, iiid. Mustapha 
baring promised tb acquahit his kinsman of the 
nature of the government of the United States, 
k puzzled fai the execution of his promise — the 
learned derrises of the country themselres, 
naintaining such contradictory and irreconcila* 
bie opiiyons concerning the true character of 
the goFcrbment. The contending parties ascri- 
bfaig to it, three different characters, yiz. those 
of aristocracy t iemocraey^ and mobotTftc^. — 
Most^plia seems to Hide with tbo&e '^o Kvftyt 
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the last opinion — observeii, however, Uiat aU 
parties unite in one most absurd opinion, that is, 
'A pacific goYcrninent — calls the government a 
hgocraci/''^iyes his reasons for calling it so.— 
Bravrlei-s — editors — slaugwhaugers, &c. Notloe 
oi' a conspiracy to dethrone his highness the pre- 
:ieut bashaw— confesses the error of his formei 
nation of the bashaw*s wearing red breeches, ha- 
ving produced any disaflcction — this havin< 
been occasioned by an ancient dispute with the 
barbarians of the british islands. The basliau 

• 

does not believe 'm the deluge, and the story o, 
Balaam*s ass — invites an antediluvian fron 
I'Vance, who illuminates the whole country — witl: 
Ills principles and his — noss. The slangwhangen 
all at once commence an intestine war, and 

. though the bashaw himself has been woful 
ly pelted in their skirmishings, the despera 
docs escaped without the bastinadoe. A not< 
by William Wizard, esq. concerning a Guine« 
raptain and a negro chief— mention concernin] 
the grand national divan or congress. The xer 
^05c nature of the government exempHBed — b^ 
an account of their proceedings. The bashaw* 
long message, vox ct preUrea nihil — a huge mas 
of words. Nothing done in this country withou 
talking — (he nation a wind-mill and the slang 

'•r/mn^rn:, A:c. the breezes t\\?^l v^\l\\.\v\r[Vf>Vv 
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-*^iiseqiiences of their blowing different ways. 
Account how town-meetings are conducted. TI16 
present bashaw a huge bladder qf wind. His 
pkin of government — his energies^^ihe vrindj 
subjects of the american logocraey talk upon 
erery thing. Mustapha concludes that eve- 
ry thing is on a prodicious great scale ia thifi 
eonnhy! p. 57 — 170 

PbETiCAL cOMMUNiCATioN/ra/w the mill (if Pindar 
Cocklqft, Alludes to buckram fashions of for- 
mer days. Apostrophe to hi^ grogram gran- 
dames, and the shades of his fathers — picture 
of the golden days of his youth, when, on the 
sabbat^ girls used to coiui their bible, or travel 
in Bunyan's Pilgrim*s Progress. Good old nov- 
els, Grandison, and Pamela, &c. Contrast, or, 
parrallel between ancfent and modern fashions. 
The wattz^and Moore'^s lascivious poems usui'p 
the place of the old sports, and old moral tales — 
concludes with a lamentation for the degenera- 
cy of the Umes. p. 174. 

Notes, by WiUiam ffisard, esq, A description 
of the dance called the waltz — ^the intertwining 
of arms et ccUerar-~the ecstatic fatigue of both 
parties at its conclusion. 

Note II. Account of the wonderful effeelv^ra^M- 
ced l^tbe Grst number of SalmassandLVoi X^^ 
3 
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court of St. Cloud. The writers disdain 
thoughts of subverting the gallic empire- 
emigrees from the kitchens and barbers' si 
who figure at our assemblies and pass themsi 
off for ruined or unruined noblemen, are t 
the objects of their satire and their spo 
humor. • ^ 

Note III. Contains very Just and very sail 
strictures on the play, cited. The Fair Pen 
—the reader who has read the ^y, or wit 
ed its representation, may consult, one 
trvke, this very important note^ without 
diminution of his virtue ; and certainly if] 
** an honorable man^^ without any disappi 
tioD of the sentiments it contains, p. 174— 

NO. VIII— APRIL 18. 1807.^ 

Communication, by Anihiny Evergreen^ e 
Backwardness of the spring — its effect on fi 
Langstafi^who being resigned to the hy\ 
blue-devils, or spleen, affords to Evergreen 
opportoiyty of sketching his character— 
liam Wizard peeps through the key hole, 
takes a strikuig likeness of Laimcclot, as 
setting by the fire wrapped in flannel and 
fit of the hyp. The antiquity of the Lanj 
famify, Launcelot is a h5ucb«^W ww" - 
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boasts the precious state pf ** single blessedness.'* 
Miss Sophia Sparkle's opinion that old bache- 
Jots should be taxed — alarms friend Launeclot. 
fie is often opposed in his gallantries by Pindar 
Cockloft, esq. who%ur4|i^ the nine muses con- 
federated on his side is a formidable rival — in 
a fit of love and despair, Launcelot proceeds as 
far as ^Sandy-hook, on a voyage to France and 
Italy. Some oddities of Langstaff noticed — his 
ahhorrence of a notable house-wife. Every 
4t|i July, escSpes from the hubrbub of the town 
and retires to Cockloft hall. p. 179 -190. 
On STYLE, by William ffisard, esq. The difficulties 
of defining the word style. Stiange diversity 
of opinion respecting its meaning. In England, 
for instance, the cit— the baronet— the lord and 
the di|ke differ about it-Myhat it is in China — 
at the cape of Good Hope, Egypt and at Con> 
stantinople. Calamities produced by style. — 
BeU Brazen, favorite pf Dessalines, a pattern ot 
Style — what it consisted in a^t the court of Des- 
salmes. Evergreen's notion about style — what 
are the requisites for maintaining pretentions tq 
style. EfTccts on those who attain it — anec- 
dote of Timothy Giblet and his children — how 
they worked themselves ipto notice, ^wd^a^tiaxicftK 
periect7/, in the stifle, 'yUc a.\i\XvQXa x^^^v^^^ 



\ 
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letters of advice from certain corrcspondeatj: 
waraing them, amongst other things, to say notli 
ing more oi' Sniters — complaining of the disres 
pcct shown to Fungus sjid Billy Dimple. Acknow 
ledgements ^o the miss Cocklofts ; miss Diana 

Wearwill, miss Dash-away and mrs. . The 

Birmingham equestrian annoyed by the curs o 
Broadway. Quotation from the erudite Lin 
kum Fidelins—character of the inhabitants o! 
this city — objections to making apologiics — in- 
tent ion of the authors not to make' any — rcasor 
why — they are willing to explain — the explana- 
tion, p. 191—206. 

NO. IX.— APRIL 2r}, 1807. 

From my elbow chair. {Langstaff^s) Account of bif 
aunt Charity, who died at tlie age of 59, thougl: 
she never grew older after her 36th year. He 
buckram delicacy — her conduct at the game ol 
ibrfeits— how she caught a rheumatism at Kis- 
Mng-bridgc, by jumping into a snow-bank. The 
reason she alleged why she never got married— 
Launcelot tliinks it was l>ecausc she never had ar 
offer. Her charitable attentv)n to the sick — het 
ycrb teas-her skill in astronomy — Hutckwg^slm- 
proved, a favorite book with her, where she jol 

^'/cceipts for thie cure of folds, consumptipus an^ 

'•■■ >: 

< ' .' ■"• 
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corns — lier great curiosity — she would get to the 
bottom of eyerj hodj^s business — ^mrs. Sipkins 
always before hand witli her, in circulating ni- 
mors, SiC-^Pension Francaise — opposite her 
boQse — aunt Charity wonders how her neighbor 
Pension can support such a numerous lionseh old 
— Pension's fiddles and onions— mysterious ap- 
pearance of a little frenchman at Pension's door, 
with a great variety of trumpery — throws aunt 
Charity into a great quandary — she droops and 
dies * in one little month,' being the s^cnth of 
the Cociclofl family that has died of a whim- 
wham— mora! for inquisitive families, p. 207 
—216. 

iVvnn my elbow chair. {Langsfaff*s) Complaints oi 
Wizard and Evergreen— who are suspended 
conditionally from all iutorfcreiicc in Salmagun- 
di — at present his right hand man is cousin Pin- 
dar — another letter from Mustapha. p. 219. 

Letter from Mustapha Rub-a-dub Kcli Khan to 
Asem HacclK>m, slave driver &c. Mustapha 
Icelingly bewails his fate, his particular mortfi- 
cation for being in want of a pair of breeches — 
their importance in his present cowlition— -can- 
not be supplied with a pair of breeches until all 
the sages of the logocmcy shall be convetk^^V^ 
taSkovertbe ejfpedhDcy of graulVn^Yvas xe^^^'sX 

3* 
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—the officer expounds the reason wliy — 
pha is confounded to learn that economy 
pretext for wasting so much t«nie and 
ia the babbling assembly qf the nation. 
client of tiie president of the divan, to 
end to a hot debate between two virgic 
these barbarians talked away the best ] 
a whole winter in determining not to 
sword to an illustrious warrior — the congi 
talking assembly, lately in labor with a . 
navy — fting forth a litter of gunboats— d 
tion of them — begot by the great bashaw 
their size and weakness called the infan 
of Ameri(ia — feeling ejaculation of Mu 
concerning his breeches — is assured tha 
may occupy a whole session of the di 
benefit at the theatre proposed by way < 
plying his wants— concludes with an exho 
to Asem to be grateful that he was bo 
country whore tlie word economy is un 
and where an unfortunate captive is not < 
to call on a whole nation to cut him oul 
of breeches, p. 220 — ^230. 
POETICAL coMMUKicATioN/rom the mill of 
Cocklqfl^ esq. Compares himself to an ez 
a pilgrim— groans at the innovations m: 
modem frippery ?ind parade &c. — ret^osi 
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Tiew of fiDrmer times— lamentations on account 
M modern degeneracy— description of two love* 
fy yoong females — bow tbej had been educated 
"-HDOffipared to two wildflowers which flourish- 
ed in their native soil but being transferred to the 
gay parterre, fade and lose all their sweetness 
— prayer for their safe passage through the teni<- 
pests of dissipation &c. p. 231— -237. 

NO. X-— MAY 16, 1807. 

Pnm maf dbonychair. {Leings(qff*s) The publica- 
tion snspended for a time— reason for resuming 
it— the publisher alarmed and the town becomes 
^te melancholy-— Langstaff determines to 
make cherubs and seraphs of all the fair ones 
^— to raise the spirits of the federalists, &c. p. 
239—241. 

Letter from Demy Semiquaver to Launcelot Jjang- 
staff esq. is offended by Evergreen's philipic 
against modem music-«-refiirmation among the 
ladles produced by reading Salmagundi — new 
chime for trinity eliurch— dissent from Ever- 
green's opmion of modem music — Orpheus and 
Ampbion-fables of the poets— Demy Semiquaver 
boasts of his own wonderful powers — how much 
may be learned from certain productions unde^ 
ihg title of ordures— prides Vi\n»e\^ tpkmJcv ^t^% 



rousical composition called, *' Breaking ii| 

the ice iu the north river" — some account of 

piece-— which concludes with the blowing n 

Sands* powder house — music may be broi 

to such a climax of perfection as to superc 

the necessity of speaking and writing — the b 

fit of this improyement— &c. end of vol, 

p. 250. 

]?sote by the publisher introducing an extract ( 

** the Mirror of the Graces.*' p. 252.^ 
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Letter from Mustapha Rub-a-dulh-Kcli-Khaj)» &c. 
to Asem Hacchem, slave dmrer, &c. The sotc- 
rcigD mob— tliat awI'Mi despot, the people*-b€(g- 
gars on horseback — raggomufi^ io coaches— aQd 
swioe in places of honor. An £i.ection— -a pup- 
pet show — the nature and object of an election 
explained — itatterdemallions — ^buffoons^-^r-paca- 
sites— dependants — toad-eaters— scrnbs — ^va- 
grants'— mumpers — raggamuffins — ^bravoes— b^ 
gars — slangwhangers, all press forward to (ffiu 
■and immorialUy. Patrioiisvi-'makes a man neg- 
lect his business and devote himself to his coun* 
irj — grand councils, or general meeting — iole- 
rior councils or candidates for office— orators jat 
mob meetings, or election meetUigs — taJk-^ 
smoke and drink — humorous account of a New- 
York election— Ksalled a hot-bed or nursery of 
genius in a togocracy^^grcat orators— llUle ora- 
tors — ^hacknoj coaches <*arry Jlne gei^iUiaeTv Xji 




^:^^M-i^m 
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the polls— -do nothiotj' — see-saw-song and bu- 
sy nothingness — kiwckrdomn arguments used at 
an election. Mustapha wonders that such rag- 
gamufiSos, tenants of filth and mire, should be 
the sole source of power and authority in the 
nation — beer-barrels most able logicians at an 
election — anecdote of a bashaw — treats a fellow 
at the poll — with a piece of paper. Mustapha 
mistakes his conduct — supposes it a gift of 
charity. Mother mob—ghost of Washington, 
(tailed to aid the election. Mustapha again is 
convinced that every thing in this country is con- 
ducted on a prodigious great «ca2e— 4>ecomes 
tired of the orgies of liberty and concludes that 
the mob in all countries as well as in America, 
must be either, slaves or tyrants, p. 261 — ^275. 
Prom my elboTih-chair, {Langstaff's) my ukcle 
JOHN, description of the season — the recollec- 
tions it excites. Anecdotes of inine uncle John 
—trout fishing and various speculations — mine 
uncle John dies a bs^chelor at sixty three — 
never got married because he would never do 
any thing in a hurry — grave remarks on court- 
ship and matrimony. Account of a young lady 
who was courted by uncle John— her education 
and its consequences — marries an attorney's ap- 
prentice^'^t uncle John consoles himself by 
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sayiDg, ** ImighJt have had her.** Note by W. 
Wizard esq.— apology for cutting short the resi- 
4ne of mine ancie John's amours, p. i^5— '286. 

NO. XIL— JUNE 27, 1807. 

i«Vo9?i m^ clbonhckaiT, (Langstqff^s) Notice of the 
diflfereot pursuits of different men. Langstaff's 
pleasure consists in viewing human nature.— 
Honest Christopher Coclcloil-^is beneyolenoe, 
&c. — his domestic character — ^^Vill Wizard a fre- 
quent visitor. Tom Straddle from Bnunmor' 
gem — a great crony with Will — hb character — 
a great critic — a great connoisseur— is one of 
the gemmen — understands the bon ton. — ^Anec- 
dote of Straddle's yeyage-*-arriTed in this cooq- 
try he finds fault inth every thing — dashes away 
— throu^ Broad-way^his criticisms listened to 
with reverence and he is a man of the ton, so 
long 0$ hisjinancet latt — the belles delighted 
to hear his learned dissertations on buttons, and 
horseflesh — a man of taste in the fashionable 
world — his career very short— drives tandem to 
the d — 1. Straddle a true cockney.-!- A warning 
to all young gemmen who come out from Bir- 
JKjngham to astonish the natives. ^%Wl .—^8^. 
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Tke Stranger at Home, or a tour in Broadnna/, 0^ 
Jeremy Cockloft tke younger. 

Preface, Boticins " a picture of N. York"— dn 
gression to english reviewers. 

Chap, u Contains much interesting matter on 
the first peopling of America, opinions of various 
renowned authors. Cockloft thinks that Noah 
^vas born here. Meno. concerning the batteiy, 
See, 

Chap. it. Custora-honse— academy of arts can- 
not afford their statues house-room. 

Crap. hi. Bowling>>green — statue— diflerence in 
the gentility of streets:— Quiredo-^crier of thor 
court — ^the devil. 
"JChap. it. Three sorts of shavers described— 
eagle proved tabea siaging bird, &c-. leameiT 
digressions concerning the* Canadian Indians. 

C»Ap. IV. Couvtland st. — Osw^go-market — ^wlth 
digressions to lord Coke, lord Bacon and mr. 
Hogg's porter-honse-<-«nd of vol. i. of Cockloft's 
tour. p. 300—313. 

From my elbonxkair — notice of a poetical comma- 

meatfoD from Pindar Cocklofl, esq. Caution to 

the fkir readers of cousin Pindar's poetry. From 

• ' the mill of PMai* Cockloft, esq.— Pindar dwells 

mftA deiigbt on the maimers oC Cormiet Uaift%— 
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to the fair ODcs-estimation between the fop 
aiid the inau of rejdiiemeat and oiiod. p. 314-^ 
319. 

NO. XIIL— AUGUST 14, 1807. 

M^om mjf elhmv<hair. [Langstaff's) Eccentric 
conduct of Will Wizard— mrs. Cockloit a iarmed 
at it — LangstafT divines that Will has some mo- 
mentous subject under consideration — receives 
a manuscript — doubtful vTlicUicr Will is serious 
or ?>antpriog. p. ?.21— 320. 

JPlaxs for defenoixg our harbok, by fnuiam 
Wizard, esq. Poplar worms — cats^ — norlh-river 
society devise a scheme for the destruction of na- 
vies — torpedo — experiment made secundum ar- 
tem — its result — Hogg's porter*boufe — Ichabod 
Tungus — a brig actually blown uji— torpedo 
plan proved a good one— no need of guns — ^bat- 
teries — fortifications — frigates and gun-boats.— 
Let the eneiny second the sclieme ^!)d a ship 
may be blown up without diliiculty— H>n this plau 
the whole british navy may be destroyed — fry 
cant fact — ^a mischievous proposal of repulsuig a 
fleet by proclamation — :Mustapha*s plan of de- 
fence — mortars to be changed w vtA\ ue^w^v*''^^^'* 
Tamwan/ addressL'Sf ka. instead ot vciV-VxoV-^tosX- 
"ArrJiiincdfis' plan cfburning; g>tvsw.*. TYift^« 
4 
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^eless city of Gotham has nothiog to Cei 
: has rach a tMdtituJe qf covnUHors* 
I my elhonhchair^ a retrospect, or, ** wi 
lu WILL.** Languor produced by the seaM 
je season makes men stupid aad dogs uui 
yllogtsms in Baroco, Retrospect — ^importa 
of an author, m proportion to the sise of 
book— the world is grown wise by onr writi 
—not ourselres— disappointment of Langsta 
expectations— he thought tliat the world wc 
grow wiser by his labors. Noah Webster, j 
esq. — ^^Vni Wizard — ^Dilworth — after all La 
stafTs moral lectures, the people of New-Y 
are still giren to ili-natnre and backslidinj 
the ladies delight in flesh-oolored stockings- 
prevailing epidemic, a rage for pnnning-v-* 
remarks upon punsters — even Will Wizard 
dieted to punning — ^Pindar particularly out 
OUR against punsters— the french nation d 
alized by their rage for jeux de mots^ 
Mustapba's opinion that this nation will 
- sir John Carr— Smollett, Euclid — Han 
Longinus— the people of Gotham— th 
effects of Salmagundi — aunt Charity — n 
kle— red shawls^reforroation among t 
ladies in consequence of our ccnsuT 
rm/tM, WbolHwae moral Te^ectioitf 
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fm REiDERs ANv coRBSPONDGNTS. Jeremy Cock- 
loft the y onager. Critical gad-flies who prc- 
teod that Jeremy's ** New-Jersey tour" was 
borrowed from ray Pocket-book— confutation of 
this opinion — ^an ingenious dutch author convicts 
the fmsAttdt of stealmg from his labors, p. 364. 

Notice of friendly and admonitory letters from 
Georgetown, Columbia^Teddy*M*Guudy and 
Saiil-M*Gundy — Tom Shuffleton*s advice--* 
*|>iiy iht p0st bey^^Muggint." p^ 354—35^. 

NO. X1V.--SEPTEMBER 19, 1807. 

Iietter from Mustapha Rub-a-dub Keli Khan — to 
Asem Hacchem, slave-driver, &c. Mustapha*6 
disconsolate condition—bewails his captivity 
ke. Is busied in speculations about their pre*- 
posterous eccentricities— -Mustapha caii com- 
pare the nation to nothing but a mighty wiud- 
fflill — the word politicks, like econojmy an io- 
explicable word to mustapha — he explain;: wi^al 
is meant by it in the U. S. — quancis about a. 
bum-bailiff— this is called talking politicks — in 
this extensive logocracy, Mustapiia concludes, 
like the grand bashaw, that difference of opin- 
ion ** neither breaks a man's leg, nor picks hid 
focket, A wordy fever excited by U\^ \»x\«.\v 
msot'the britiak islaads — ^D»Uce «1l >iXife ^V'^^^ 
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thousand bee-hives io the garden of his high- 
ness oi' Tripoli — three-hundred peacocks and 
a prodigioufi number of baboons and parrots 
•—but all the noise they make is nothing com- 
.. parable to that of this distracted logocracy-^ 
taUciiig fever compared with that of the patient 
who nauffeates what is best calculated to cure 
bis disease-^the busy goddess rumor, among the 
christians, always in motion — ^gallops about the 
Country with ♦* liiuts" " information'* " extracts 
from letters" &c. — the hungry politician, some 
times at a loss for Ibod — reason why the people of 
this logocracy are so marvellously enlightened 
— slang-whangers — a battle of wo/ds — Musta- 
pha supposes the people find great difficulty in 
finding a subject to dispute abont-^cquality— 
the source of much disputation — ^Mustaphai 
shrewdly hints that there will always be an in- 
equality among mankind, so long as one portion 
of it Is enlightened and industrious ; and an- 
other idle and ignorant— causes which produce 
this eflect — people ignorant ly suppose them- 
selves benefited by an exchange of bashaws. 
The people triumph at an election — Mustapha^fi 
mistake concerning the result — he expects f 
f^ee the people all gentlemen — bashaws all ri- 
dingin their co^\iai — he as\fL the peoi^l^ alili:^ 
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disappointed— «Yei7 thing, after the wordy 
campaign, remains nearly in the same state. 
Conclades with advising his friend Asem, to re** 
joice that his destiny has not cast him among the' '.^J 
chatterers of a logocracy — that he is not at the 
mercy of a tyrant with a million of heads — ^biit 
only of three tails, p. 355—369. 
tocKLOFT HALL, 6y LauTicelot Langxt({ff', esq, Thc^ 
delights of an excursion to enjoy the bounties 
of nature— especially to one *' in populous ciiies 
pent" a walk on the battery — excursion to Cock- 
loft hall — ^brief description of Cockloft hall — a 
9iug retreat— digression to Lorenzo dc Medici 
—projected improvements — Launcelot's grand- 
father dies IB the midst of his projected im- 
provements-i-3ust as he had began to blow up 
the fish-pond — furniture of Cockloft hall — anec- 
dote of a german gallant — old Christopher's 
knowledge of genealogy — the miss Cocklofts 
penchant for modern furniture— Christopher's 
whim-whams oppose it. Notice of Christopher's 
attachment to family antiques — the old cherry^ 
tree— Lai^taff's apology for the family-picture, 
p. 369—383. 

ISTRODUCTION TO A C0MMUNICAT1O15, /rOW. WU\ 

frizardesq. erUUkd theatrical intelligence. '>^iax- 
JX opeoing of the theatre — VauxViaW m;ixa.w^c« 



^,^^^ 
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of the noble county Paris, &c. Theatre opeis 
with fcreRt eclat — reasons for not describing the 
improTements in the exterior of the house — 
the exterior was viever improved — particular 
encomiums on friend John— the candle snuffer — 
grand pantomime of Cinderella— pumpkins from 
New Haven— barrels of rain, liail, thunder and 
lightning &c. and an entire neiv snow-storm, 
p. 383-— 3o8. 

IKETCHRs FROM WATritE, ty A'nihony Evergrtenif^ 
ffenf. Evergreen returns from a route to Nia- 
gara — his first caro to visit the Cocklofts— an- 
ecdote of Jiauncelot Langstaff-^nnder the table 
— LangstafT'F attachment to an old tree — under 
whose shade he; indulges in brown studies — 
Launcelot discourses with Evfrgreen on tbt 
topics of Salmagimdi — melancholy retrospect — 
LangstafT much given to the vapors or blue 
devils — moralizes on past times — an old negro— 
' Cockloft's prime minister — anecdote of Cesar 
—is much given to talking, p. 389 — 399. 

p9 GBGATNESs, bif Latincelot Langsiqff, esq, Laun- 
celot hints at his familiarity with great persona- 
ges — ^his averson to pimps — lottery-brokeni^ 
f&c. — tiro kinds of greatness — what they are — 

pJob-cresLled great man — ^Ibe ^te^twi fnu^VtiL 

'^nfncp — the greatest xsxsxl in Ctto^— <KktltKR 



^eal man — ^what is necessary in a hgocracy t% 
make a great man — what is usefulness in a logO' 
cra<3(— jackass the most useful animal. A man 
to rise in this country — must first descend-'—some 
account of Timothy Dabble — talks about liber- 
ty—equality—patriotism and himself— becomes 
a man of consequence at porter-houses and ward- 
meetings — ^brings negroes to the election — is 
caified and kicked at elections — ^but he has suo- 
€ieeded — and is inflated to such a degree that 
his friends apprehend that he will one day or 
other ezplodi» likie — " a torpedo/* p. 399-* 
411. 

NO. XVI.— OCTOBER, 15, 1807. 

Style, at baIlston, "ty 9fiU Wizard^ esq, Des* 
criptionofBallston — and of style — people come 
to BaIlston, because they caimot stay at home — 
remarks on the e^ctraragances of style. T^ie 
planters* ladies generally have the advantage — 
who has a style and who has none— anecdote, by 
Svergrecn, ofadasliing blade from the south- 
his tandem disappears — the sad opnseqnenees— 
N. B. Southern gentlemen are very apt to this 
on an emergeDcjr. Ladies at BaVls\Atk — ^^^ci'&X. 
ere/j body does^sLfter breakfast. "B^W^Xo^v 

.^ M»st GHOistaliog place io the V70c\Ai c^^V 
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Botanj Bay, and the black-hole at Calcutta 
— playing the fool, the most &Torite amasement 
atBallston. p. 4ia— 422. 
Langstaff announces another letter from Mast^>ha 
—complains of the diifiealty of dtcyphering it — 
From Mustapha Rab-adub Keli Khan to Asem 
Hacchem, slave driver, &c. The aniversal de- 
sire of living after death — columns — sepulchres* 
&c.— moral disquisition on obelisks, domes, &c. 
llie americans have denominated themselves 
the most enlightened people under the sun.— < 
The americans honor their great men — ^by eat- 
ing — ^al] the gluttons and gormandizers assemble 
to honor a great man with a dinner— description 
of a public dinner — aldermenr— who they are^- 
their talents for — eating — superintend the police 
of— the belly. The people of this logocracy eat 
In honor of their friends — and drink destruction 
to their enemies— toasts a fulsome tribute to 
demagogues— the patriot gets dead drunk, in 
his country's cause. Note, by Will Wizard esq. 
people at Baltimore think they do the state « 
some service, by eating and drinking damnation 

to their fellow-eitlzens at a public dinner 

jg^enerous allusion to the mild doctrme^ o^ Wie 
w/iflfey of the cZrristiins— bow different IWw 
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the grape is in this countiy the auxiliary ojf 
politicks, p. 423—436. 

NO. XVII.— NOVEMBER 11, 1807. 

lutnnmal reflections, by Launcelot LangstafH esq. 
Reflections on the seasons of life— confesses that 
he is influenccfl by raui and sunshine — his amuse- 
nents at Cockloft hall — description of autumn 
—cousin Pindar accompanies him jn his excur- 
sion—anecdote of cousin Pindar who is seizeil 
with a moralizing fit— consolation in the decline 
of life. p. 437— 4 44. 

JBSy LfKuncdot Lanffstaff, esq. His neglect i» 
mention the library of Cockloft-hall^— ac- 
«ouQt of it — allusion to that of don Quixotte 
-^long-toed shoes in the time of William RufuB 
—reverence for old authors— -entirely out of 
print. Cousin Christophcr*s estimation of folioes 
— quartoes and duodccimoes — his contempt for 
modern iiteratui^e — Will Wizard takes great dc- 
Jight in ransacking the library — amuses himself 
with dutch commentators — and old manuscripts 
— ^Will's fit of laughter, in the library — the cause 
of his merriment — discovers a manuscript of 
mp-van-dam — former lieutenant governor of 
New- Amsterdam, &c. **. 444 — 45\, 

Hrjp. CtSf.-CTr the chronicles of tii¥i n.^iaw^Ta'^ai 
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Atm AVciENT ciTT OF GOTHAM. Itfl iiiyasion bj the 
hoppingtots^'^ccouni of this strange people. Lhi- 
kum Fidel ius— his notions concerning them— some 
account of the cunning Pirouet and the arch-cai- 
tiif Rigadoon — their schemes for the conquest of 
€k)tham. Pirouet carries the town — by sl grand 
haU — account of the assault by the armj of Aop- 
fingMi^ihe town taken by a coup de pied — and 
ever since set in motion by a fiddle-stick, p. 
453-462. 

NO. XVIII.— NOVEMBER 24, 1807, 

The litts man in black, 6y Launcelot lAtng* 
staff, esq. The story handed down from the time 

^ «f his grandfather, mr. Lemuel Cockloft— histo- 
ry of the little man in black — sets the whole Til- 
lage in an uproar— direful suspicions — becomes 
the wonder and the terror of the village — his 
grandfather takes him for an idolater. The lit- 
tle man in black proves to be a descendant of 
Linkum Fidelius — bequeaths, on his death bed, 
the Tolumes of Linkum Fidelius to Launcelot's 
grand&theTi Lemuel — hence are derived the fo- 
iioes dTtiie sage Linkum Fidelius. p. 463— 475« 

Letter from Mustapha Rub-a-dub Keli Khan, to 

Asem Haeebeih, slave driver, &c. Mustapha des- 

erJbeM tkea^mi^en vf the anecte«ai«QiaMik— 
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their lore of parrots and monkeys — moral re* 
flections on the untameable disposition of the 
sex— their wildness — their singular amusements 
—a fr, 3 lady being here estimated, like a bird 
of paradise, by the length of her tat2— occupa- 
tions of the women in this country — Mustapha 
applauds the preference they give to strangers 
—their dress — use very little bear's grease--^ 
lost to all sense of modesty — go abroad with fa- 
ces and hands uncovered — ^american females are 
not fat enough for the taste of Mustapha— con- 
cludes that the women here tdUc themselves thin 
—digression— comparison between an infidel 
belle and his favorite wife, Fatima — recom- 
mends his wives to the care of his friend Asem. 
p. 476—485. 

NO. XIX.— DECEMBER 31, T807. 

From my elboTC'Chair. {Langsiaff*s) This nambep 
exclusively devoted to the ladios — notice of a 
letter of Mustapha's— translated by Will Wizard, 
who has omitted cei-tain remarks on the waltz, 
because, Must&pha had dared to compare it to 
certain voluptuous dances of the seraglio, p. 489. 

Letter from Mustapha Rub-a-dub Kell Khan, to 
Muley Helim al Raggi, chief mountebank ^wd. 
hnWi'dancer, Ac* Mustapha U iuvVte4\,« >^^ 
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city assembly— describes his sensation 
his country and his three-and-twenty w 
the hurries of the city-assembly — th 
abhor the very name of seraglio— hin 
should like to select ten or a dozen wiv 
the city-assembly for a religious ceren 
siness of the higb-priests — touching n 
which the females perform their religi 
tiises — some of the male devotees cor 
the monkeys of Borneo — the belle of tb 
•—is astonished at being told that tl 
dance for mere amusement — account o 
-sicians^-dancing mania — whimsical d^ 
of it — cause of the great number of litt 
men to be met with in this country, fro 
of 1 8 to 28. Bust of Washuigton — gra^ 
persons engaged in the study of hierogl^ 
one cries ** two bullets and a bragg 
sweeps all the money into his pocket, 
pha expresses his astonishment, and 
surmises that some of these people ma; 
pocket, &c. p. 489 — 503. 
Bi/ Anthony Evergrceih gent. Winter cai 
la^hion— occupations of the town — lei 
[ ■', Walter Withiers — his great important 

"* ;, ladies-— has a hat stolen at a party — I 

r^/ers bm to tiic police, ^l^zoxtt 
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i^Qirj concerning the prerogative of a wife— 
Rodenc Worry^s letter exprc<:siflg his chagrin a1 

. an odd encounter with Clariiida Trollop — impor- 
tant qoestinns propounded. Selioa BaKiger*s 
letter— Richard the third wooing lady Anne — 
liears a Chinese criticism in the box at the 
theatre and suspeets the critic to be Will 
Wizard. Letter from Julian Cognous — recounts 
a terrible accident at the last assembly — a 
]ady*6 corset dissected at surgeons hall — quere. 
whether it would not be adviseable for a lady, 
when dressing for a ball, to be attended by the 
femily physician — ^proposes to write a disserta- 
tioo on slender waists, &c. Letter from Malvo- 
Bo Dabster--comp]aining that with all his en- 
deayors he cannot obtain any flattering atten- 
tions at stylish curcles. 

Tba, a poenif from the miU qf Pindar Cocklqfty esq. 
."description of an old maid's tea party— «hit- 
diat>-^tea table scandal— each chest of tea is a 
bomb-shell thrown into town to shatter reputa- 
tion — tea-party clack, p. 618. 

NO. XX.-JANUARY 25, 1808. 

Protn my elbow chair. Complaints of the season — 
custom of the bakers on the oce^Voiv— A}ck^\^aX. 
mew'jrev ob$erred witb mtOte l\»xi ox^tosw^ «^' 
5 
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thasiasm — the good old fashion of kifsing dii» 
carded — Langstaff's hiots that this may be hli 
fiurewell address — congratulates himself outll« 
astonishing secrecy with which the work has beta 
carried on — a periodical writer may commit 
. cent suicide— expresses his contempt of the 
tics, &c. p. .518 — 531. 

To THE LADIES, h^ AfUkontf Evergreen^ geni. Fare- 
well salutation — vaunts his. good nature — eqia* 
daily to the gentle sex— remarks on modem hk 
ones— cautious praises of a few who mingle with 
the world without contamination— artificial p^ 
lifih Acquired in the beau monde — an allagoiT' 
found in the manuscripts of Mustapha — a youtb- 
ihl bedouin sets out in search of some permaneiit 
abode — is perplexed in his choice— but at leiiftk 
fixes on a spot for his residence, p. 532 5 4 2 . 

PiRTiNo ADDRESS, from fftU ffizord — is stoppad 
short in his career by a whim of fnen4 Lang^ 
staflT's— embargo on commerce — embargo on 8al<- 
magundi — loss of the public thereby— Will tells 
what he had intended to do— had been studying 
Sanconiathon, Noah Webster and Linkum Fide- 
iius— had written a dissertation on stones from 
the moon — and on the language of that planet— <> 
bad prepared theatrical criticisros for every po9» 
sfif/0 aocasJoD-^has aa em^y ii^ emViryo on Sal- 
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■mgupJi, for the purpose of detecting its number- 
less plagiarisms, &e. — ^has discovered who the 
Little man in black is — ^Mustapha's mistake of 
a brag party for a conyention of magi studying 
Ueregtyphicks— other blbnders of the sag^Mos- 
tuplHir—forther plagiarisms of Langstaff— Tom 
Straddle— Dabble— aunt Charity and the miss 
CSoeUofts, and Wizard himself, characters either 
9Mea or misrepresented by LangstaflT— f:on- 
chides with exhorting his readers to read all 
that is neeessaiy to be read— «ne — the bible— 
tiie almanac — ^newspaper and Salmagundi, end 
^wfLiu^^ 6JS0. 



SALMAGUNDI ; 

OR, tHK 

WMIMAVHAMS AJ^D OPIJVIOJVS 

OP 

LACNCELOT LANGSTAFF, tSSQ. 

AND OTHC&S. 

In hoc est hoax, ctim quiz ct jokcsez, 
£t smokem, toastem, roaatcm folksez, 
Fee, faw, fum. Psaknaniuar. 

With baked, and broil*d, and stcwM and toasted, 
And fried, and boil*d, and smokM, and roasted, 
We treat the town. 



V"-^ ■ ■-■>—- 

NO.j-— SATURDAY, JANUARY 24, 1807. 

As evety body knows, or onght to know, what 
a SALMACutVDi is, we shall spare oiirselyes the 
troafolc of an explanation — besides, wc despise 
trouble as we do erery thing that is low and 
mean ; and hold the man who won Id ittoiir it un* 
necessarily, as an object worthy oar highest pity 
and contempt. Neither will we puzzle our heads 
to giTo an account of ourselves, for two reasons ; 
first, hecMttse it is nobody *6 busixvcss ; ve.c^otv^^^ 

n 
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because if it were, we do not hold ourselves bound 
to attend to any body's business but our own ; 
and even that we take the liberty of neglecting 
when it suits our inclination. To these we might 
add a third, that very few men can give a toler- 
able account of themselves, let them try ever so- 
hard ; but this reason, we candidly avow, would 
not hold good witti ourselves. 

There are, however, two or three pieces of in- 
formation which we bestow gratis on the public^ 
chiefly because it suits our own pleasure and con- 
venience that they shoufd be known> and partly 
l>ecause we do not wish that there should be any 
fll will between us at the conmiencement of our 
acquaintance. 

Our intentiotic is simply to instruct the youngr- 
reform the old, correct the town, and castigate the 
age ; this is an arduous task, and therefore we un- 
dertake it with confidence^ We intend for this 
purpose to present a striking picture of the town ; 
and as every body is anxious to see his own phiz 
on canvass, however stupid or ugly it may be, we 
have no doubt but the whole V>wn will flock to our 
eirhibition. Our picture will necessarily include a 
vast variety of figures : and should any gentleman 
or la^Iy, be displeased with the inveterate truth nf 
their liicenesscs, tiiey may case theiF spleen 1^ 
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laugliiug at those of their neighbors — this bein|^ 
what we understand by poetical justice. 

Like all true and able editors, wo consider our- 
selves infallible, and therefore with the customa- 
ly diflSdence of our brethren of the quill, we shall 
take the liberty of interfering in all mattei's either 
of a public or private nature. We are critics, ama" 
teurs, dillitanti, and cognoscenti ; and as we know 
•*by the pricking of our thumbs," that every opin- 
ion which we may ailvance in either of those cliar* 
actors will be correct, we arc determined, though 
it may be questioned, contradicted, or even con- 
troverted, yet it shall never be revoked. 

We beg the public particularly to understand, 
that we solicit uo patronage. We ^re determin- 
ed, an the contrary, that the patronage shall be 
entirely on our side. We have nothing to do with 
the pecuniary eoneorns of the paper ; its success 
will yield us neither pride nor profit — nor will its 
failure occasion to us either loss or mortiticatioii. 
We advise the public, tlierefore, to purchase our 
numbers merely for Uieir own sakes : — if they d^ 
not, let them settle the affair with their con* 
sciences and posterity. 

To conclude, we invite all editors of newspa- 
pers and literary journals, to praise us heartily in 
advance, as we assure tJiem that wc vnleYX^L \q ^^« 
£cryo their praises. To oar ucxt dooT nicv^ci^QKSt^ 
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*' Town,*' we hold oat a hand of amity, deelariof 
to him that, after oars, his paper will stand the 
besit chance for immortality. We proffer an ex- 
change of civilities ; he shall furnish as with no* 
tices of epic poems and tobacco ; — and we in retttm 
will enrich him with original speculations on all 
manner of subjects ; together with ** the rum* 
maging of my grandfather's mahogany chest of 
drawers,** ** the life and amours of mine uncle 
John,** ** anecdotes of the Cookloft ikmily,*' and 
karned quotations from that unheard of writer of 
folioes, lAvkam Fidelius, 
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PUBLISHER'S NOTICE. 

This work will be published and sold by D. 
Longworth. It will be printed on hot-prest Tel« 
lum paper, as that is held in highest estimation 
for buckling up young ladies* hair — a purpose to 
which similar works are usually appropriated ; it 
will be a small neat duodecimo size, so that when 
enough numbers are written, itmayformayplume 
sufficiently portable to be carried in old ladies* 
pockets and yoong hidies* work-bagp. 

As the above work will not come ant at stated 
periods, aoUee will he gjnreik i^hMaiOMfltas ^Qsvav< 
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l[>er wrill be published. The price will depend on 
the siee of the number, and must be paid on de- 
lirery. The publl8her professes the same sublime 
^.on tempt for money as his authors. The liberal 
patronage bestowed hy his discerning fellow-citi- 
xens on varioas works of taste which he has pub- 
lished, has left him no mclination to ask for fur 
thcr favors at their hayds ; and he publisher this 
irork la the mere hope of i e^aiting their bounty.''' 
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rR03I THE ELBOW-CHAIR OF 

LAUNCELOT LANGSTAFF, ESQ. 



We were a considerable time in decidins whcth- 



o 



cr we should be at the pains of introdncing our- 



* It was not originally the intention of the authors to 
insert the above addrcsH in tlie work ; but, unwilling that h 
THorceau so precious should be lost to i)ostority, they have 
be€»n induced to alter their minds. This will account fw 
any rqMtitioo of idea that may appear in the introductory 
♦Bsay.' ' ' ' 

B3 
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aelTcs to tbe public. As we care for nobcK^* naA 
as we are not yet at the bar, we do not feel 
boand to hold up our bands and answer to oar 
names. 

Willing, bowcTor, to gain at once that frank, 
confidontial footing, which wc are certain of ulti- 
mately possessing in this, doubtless, " best of all 
possible cities ;** and, anxious to spare its worthy 
inhabitants the trouble of making a thousand wise 
eonjecturt3S, not one of which would be worth a 
** tobacco-stopper,** we have thought it in sonae 
d^rce a necessary exertion of charitable conde- 
scension to furnish them with a slight clue to tJie 
truth, 

Before we proceed further, however, wc advise 
every bodv, nian, woman, and child, that cut 
read, or get any friend to read for them, to pliN 
chase this paper : — not that we write for money ; 
for, in common with all philosophical wiseacres, 
from Solomon downwards, we hold it in suprenie 
contempt. The public are welcome to buy thi& 
yrotk, or not ; just as they choose. If it be pui^ 
chased freely, so much the better for the public— *- 

IMid the publisher : ^we gain not a stiver. If il 

bo not purchased we ^ve fair wamidg— *we shall 

bum all our essa3rs, critiques, and e^grams, i^ 

fipe promisa^Qun bla^ ; asd^ like the books tfUto 
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fiybliSt aod the alezandrian library, thej will be 
lost forever to posterity. For the sake, there- 
fore of oiir publisher, for the sake of the public, 
aod for the sake of the public^s children to the 
nioeteeiith geaeration, we advise them to piu> 
chase our paper. We be^ the respectable old 
matrons of this city, not to be alarmed at the ap- 
pearance we make ;— we are none of those out*' 
landish geniusses who swarm in New- York, who 
live by their wits, or rather by the little wit of 
their neighbors ; and who spoil the genuine honest 
ameiican tastes of their daughters, with french 
slop^ and fi'icasseed sentiment* 

We h«ve said we do not write for money ;— ^ 
neither do we write for fame :— -we know too well 
tlie variable nature of public opinion, to build our 
hopes upon it — yre care not what the public think 
of us ; and we suspect, before we reach tlie tenth 
mimber, they will not know what to think of us. 
Id two words — ^we write for no other earthly pur* 
pose but to please ourselves — and this we shall 
be sure of doing ; for we are all three of us deter- 
mined beforehand to be pleased with what we 
write. If, in the course of this work, we cdity 
and instruct, and amuse the public ; so much the 
better for the public : — but we frankly acknowK 
^4^ ih»t so soon as wc get tired o£ i^^<^vci% ^\^ 
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OTvn works, we shall discontione tiiein wfthont tile 
least remorse ; whatever the public may think of 
it. — ^While wc oontkine to go on, we will go ob 
merrily : - i f we moralize, it shall foe but seldom ; 
and, on all occasions we shaU be more solicitous 
to make our readers laugh than cry ; for wo are 
laughing philosophers, and clearly of opinion, that 
wisdom, true wisdom, is a plump, Jolly dame, 
who sits in her autn-chalr, laughs right merrily at 
the farce of life-^and takes tlie world as it goes. 

Wc intend particularly to notice the conduct 
of the fashionable world ;-HQor in this shall we be 
governed by tliat carpii^ spirit with which nar- 
row-minded book-worm cynics squint at the little 
extravagancies of the ton ; but with that liberal 
toleration which actuates every man of flishion. 
While we keep more than a Cerberus ifatcb over 
the guardian rules of female delicacy and deco* 
rum — ^>ve shall not discourage any little sprightU- 
ness of demeanor, or innocent vivacity of characi* 
ter. Before we advance one line further we 
must let it be understood, as our firm opinloii^ 
void of all prejudice or partiality, that the l^le^ 
of New- York are the fairest, the finest, the most 
accomplished, the most bewitching, the most In* 
ipffable beings, that walk, creep, crawl, swim, flyi 
^aat, or yegetate in any or »ll of the (bar demeiittl' 
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and that tbej only want to be cured of certain 
whims, eccentricities, and unseemly conceits, by 
our snperintcndii^ cares, to render them abso- 
lately perfect. They will, therefore, receive a 
large portion of those attentions directed to the 
ftshkHiable world ; — nor will the gentlemen, who 
dose away their time in the circles of the haut'tonf 
escape our currying. We mean those stupid fel- 
lows who sit stock-«till upon theb chairs, without 
sayii^ a word, and then complain how damned 
stupid it was at miss — — *s party. 

This department will be under the peculiar di- 
rection and control of Anthony Eveegreev, 
gent, to whom all communications on this sub- 
ject are to be addressed. This gentleman, from 
ids long experience in the routine of balls, tea- 
parties, and assemblies, is eminently qualified 
for the task he has undertaken. He is a kind of 
patriarch in the fashionable world ; and has seen 
generation after generation pass away into the si- 
lent tomb of matrimony while he remains un- 
ehangeably the same. He can recount the a- 
jDonrs and courtships of the fathers, mothers, un- 
cles and aunts, and even grandames, of all the 
belles of the present day ; provided their pedi- 
grees extend so far back without being lost in 
•iMctirit/. As, howererf treatbu^oC ][^V(b^%«^\\ 
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ratjiier an ungrateful task ia this cnty, and as wq 
jocan to be perfectly good-natured, he has prom- 
ised to be cautious in this particular. He re<- 
eolieets perfectly the time when young ladies 
used to go sleigh-riding, at night, without their 
mainmas or grand-mammas ; in short, without 
being matronlsed at all : and can relate a thou- 
sand pleasant stories about Kissing-bridge. He 
likewise remembers the time when ladies paid 
tea-visits, at three in the afternoon, and rctnra- 
ed before dark to see that the house was shut up 
and the servants en duty. Ho has olten played 
cricket in the orchard in the roar of old Vaux- 
haU, and remembers when the Buirs-hcad was 
quite out of town. Though he has slowly and 
gradually given into modem fashions, and stili 
flourishes in tlie beau-mondct yet he seems a lit- 
tle prejudiced in favor of the dress and maimers 
of the old school; and his chief commendation oi' 
a new mode is, *' that it is the same good old 
fashion we bad before the war." It has cost us 
much trouble to make him confess that a cotil- 
lion is superior to a minuet, or an unadorned crop, 
to a pig-tail and powder. Custom and fashioii 
have, however, liad more effect on him than all 
our lectures; and be tempers, so happily, the 
^yave and ceremonious gallantry of the old school. 
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frith tlic ** hail fellow" familiarity of the oew, 
that, we trust, on a little acqiiaiiitaiice, and mar 
king allowance for his old-fashioned preJudicetH 
he will become a very considerable fkrorite with 
our readers ;-«if not, the worse for themselves ; 
as thej will have to endure his company. 

In' tlie territory of criticism, William Wiz- 
ard, esq. has undertaken to preside; and though 
we may all dabble in> it a little by turns, yet we' 
hayc willii^ly ceded to him all discretionary pow- 
ers in this respect. Though Will has not had the 
advantage of an education at Oxford or Cam- 
bridge, or even at Edinburgh, or Aberdeen, and 
though he Ls but litth) rersed in liebrew, yet wa. 
hare no doubt he will be found fully competent 
to the nudertakin^ He has improved his tiste 
by a long residence abroad, particularly at Can* 
tou, Calcutta, and the gay and polished court of 
Hayti. He has also had an opportunity of see^ 
log the best singiug-girls and tragedians of Chinav 
u a great coimoisseur in mamlariue drrssef!. and 
porcelain, and particularly values hiin«olf on his 
intimate knowledge of tlie bufiiilo, and war dau- 
ces of the northern Indians IJo is ii'iowi^rt pro- 
insed the assistance of a gentlemau, lately from 
Ixmdon, who was^ bom and bred in that <'(aiti'o 
of science aad bongout^ the vkmVty o^ "^Vi^V- 
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nurket, where he has been edified, man and baft 
these. six-and-tweDty years, with the hamumiom 
jingle df Bow-bells. His taste, therefore, has at- 
tained to such an exquisite pitch of refinement 
that there are few exhibitions of any kind which 
do not put him in a fever. He lias assured Will, 
that if mr. Cooper emphasises ^^and** instead of 
'* fruT'— «r mrs. Oldmixon pins her kerchief a 
hair's breadth awry— or mrs. Darley offers to 
dare to look less than the '* daughter of a sena- 
tor of Venice**— —the standard of a senator's 
daughter being exactly six feet— ^they shall all 
iiear of it in good Ume. We have, however, ad- 
vised Will Wizard to keep his friend in check* 
lest by opening the eyes of the public to the 
wretchedness of the actors, by whom they have 
hitherto been entertained, he might cut off one 
source of amusement from our fellow-citiaens.— • 
We liercby give notice, that we have taken the 
whole corps, from the manager in his mantle of 
gorgeous copper-lace, to honest John in his green 
coat and black breeches, under our wing,— and 
wo be unto him who injures a hair of their heads. 
As we have no design against the patience of our 
fellow-citizens, we shall not dose them with co- 
pious draughts of theatrical criticism; we well 
^ao}v that they have already been well physick- 
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ed with them of late : our theatrics shall take ap 
but a small part oi our paper ; nor shall tliey be 
altogether confined to the. stage, but extend I'rom 
thne totune, to tliose incorrigible offenders against 
the peace of society, tlic stage-critics, who not un- 
fireqnently create the fault tlicy find, in order to 
yield an opening for their witticisnis^<^nsure aa 
actor for a gesture he nsver made, or an omplia- 
sis he neyer gate ; aiul, in their attempt to show 
off nen> readings, make the sweet swan of Avon 
cackle like a goose. If any one should feel him- 
self offianded by our remarks, let him attack us in 
letmn — ^wc shall not wince from the combat. If 
his passes be successful, we will l)e the first to cry 
oat, a hit! a hit ! and wc doubt not we shall frc- 
qnently lay ourselves open to the weapons of our 
assailants. But let them have a care how they 
run a tilting; with us — they have to deal witli stub- 
born foes, wlio con bear a world of pummcling : we 
will be relentless iu our vengeance, iuid will ilght 
**till from our boucs tiie flesh be haekt.'* 

What otlier subjects we shall include in the 
raoge of our observations, wc have not determin- 
ed, or rather wo shall not trouble ourselves to 
detail. The public have already more informa- 
tion concernins us, than wo inieuded to impart. 
We owe them do /Iivors, neither do w^ ;\«V ^.xs^ • 
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We again advise them, for their own sakec, to 
our papers when they come out. We recomnew 
to all mothers to purchase them for their daiig|b 
tei's, who will be taught the true line of pnqpriely 
and the most adviseable method of managieg; tlMd 
beaux. We advise all daughters to purcbaso tbfla 
for the sake of their mothers, who shall be Initto 
ted into the arcana of the bon ton, and cured «f«f 
those rusty old notions which they acquired dnriag 
the last century: parents shall be taught hoi 
to govern their children, girls how to get hm* 
bands, and old maids how to do without them. 

As we do not measure our wits by the yard « 
the bushel, and as they do not f!ow pcrlodictlly 
nor constantly, we shall not restrict our paper «i 
to size or the time of its appearance. It will bt 
published whenever we have sufficient matter li 
constitute a number, and the size of the numbei 
shall depend on the stock in hand. This wfll 
best suit our negligent habits, and leave us tbA 
full liberty and independence which is the joy and 
pride of our souls. As we have before hinted* 
that we do not concern ourselves about the pecu- 
niary matters of our paper, we leave its price to 
be regulated by our publisher ; only recommend* 
ihg hhn. for 1:1s own interest, and the benor of his 
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aatliors, not to sell their invaluable productions too 
cbeap. 

Is there any one who wishe;; to know more 
abovt us ? — let him read Salmagundi, and grow 
wiie apace. Thus much we will say — ^tlierc are 
three of as, " Bardolph, Pcto, and I/' all towns- 
awD good and true ; — many a time and oft have 
we three amused the town, without its kno-wing 
to whom it was indebted ; and many a time have 
ve seen the midnight lamp twinkle faintly on our 
rtodioiis phizes, and heard the morning salutation 
of M past three o'clock,^' before we sought our 
pQiowfi. The result of these midnight studies is 
mm oflfered to the public ; and little as we care 
kf the opinion of this exceedingly stupid world, 
ve shall take care, as far as lies in our careless 
IMtnreif to fulfil the promises made in tliis intro- 
4iictioQ ;— -if we do not, we shall have so many 
txamples to justify us, that we fed little solici- 
tade on that account. 
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THEATRICS. 



Containing the quintesience qf modem criticism. 



BT WILLIAM WIZARD, ESCt- 



Macbeth was performed to a very crowded 
house, and much to our satisfaction. As, how^ 
ever, our neighbor Town has been very voki- 
minous already in his criticisms on this play, we 
shall make but few remarks. Having never seen 
Kembl^ in this character, we are absolutely at a 
loss to say whether, mr. Coopek performed it 
well or not. We think, however, there was an 
error in his costume as the learned Liukum Fide- 
lius is of opinion, that in the time of Macbeth 
the scots did not wear sandals but wooden shoctt. 
Macbeth also was noted tor wearmg his jacket 
open, that he might play the scotch fiddle ooor^ 
conveniently ; — that beiqg 34 hereditary acoomi- 
piisbment ia the Glamis family. 
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We have seen this character performed ui Ch»- 
by the celebrated Chow^how, the Boscius of 
that great empire, who in the d^ger scene, al- 
ways electrified the andience by blowing his nose 
Jike a trumpet. Chow-Chow, in compliance with 
the c^ioioaof the sage Linkum Fidelias, perform- 
ed Macbeth in wooden shoes ; thi^ gave him an 
oppoitmity of producing great effect, for on fint 
teeing the * air-drawn dagger,* he always cut a 
prodigious high caper, and kicked his shoes into 
tlie pit at the heads of the critics; whereupon the 
andieace were marvelously delighted, flourished 
tbeir hands, and stroked their whiskers three 
times, and the matter was carefully recorded in 
the next mimber of a paper called thc^iiii Jlmn, 

We were much pleased with mrs. Villiers 
ill lady Macbeth ; but we think she would have 
giiren a greater effect to the night-scene, if, in- 
stead of Jmldii^ the candle in her hand, or set- 
ting it down on the table, which is sagaciously 
censured by nei^bor Town, she had stuck it in 
bcr niglii-cap. This would have been extremely 
picturesque, and would have marked more strong- 
ly tiie derangement of her mind. 

Mrs. Villiers, howcTer, is not by any means 
lajge enough for the character *, \^ 'MSa^^V^ 
C 2 
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having been, in our opinion, j, woman of extraor* 
dinary size, and of the race of the giants, not'* 
withstanding what she says of her ** little baQdf— ^' 
which being said in her sleep passes for nothing. 
We should be happy to see this character in the 
hands of the lady who played Clumdalca, ijueeo 
of the giants, ^n Torn Thujnb; she is exactly of 
imperial dimensions ; and, provided she is well 
shaved, of a most interesting physiognomy : as 
she appears likewise to be a lady of some QeiTe« 
I dare engage she will read a letter about witcli^ 
es vanishing in air, and such common occurreneeSf 
without being imnaturally surprised, to the annoy* 
ance of honest ** Town." 

We are happy to observe that mr. Cooper prof- 
its by the instructions of friend Town, and does 
not dip the daggers in blood so deep as formerly 
by a matter of an inch or two. This was a vio- 
lent outrage upon our immortal bard. We dif» 
ier with nu*. Town in his reading of the words 
" this is a soitj^ siglU.** We arc of opinion the 
force of the sentence should be thrown on the 
word sightt because Macbeth having been, short- 
ly before, most confoundedly humbugged with an 
aerial dagger, was in doubt whetlicr the daggers ac- 
tually in his hands, wcr« real, or whether they 
' 9re/e apt mere shadows, or as the old en^lisli nu^ 
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hxre termed it, sjfghtes ; (this, at any rate, will es- 
tablish our skill in new readings). Though we dil- 
fer in this respect tVom our neighbor Town, yet 
wc heartily agree with hiin in> censuring mr 
Cooper for omitting that passage so remarkable 
lor " beauty of imagery, &c.^ bcgiiutog witti ' 
^and pity like a naked new-born babe, &e.*' It 
is one of those passages of Shakspeare which should 
ahrays be retained, for the purpose of showing 
k€Hf sometimes that great poet could talk like a 
•fiiusard; jsr, to speak more plainly, like the fa^ 
inoiis mad poet Nat Lee. 

As it IS the first duty of a IHend to advise— 
sndas we profess and do actually feel a friendship 
Ibr honest " Town,** we warn him, Aever in his 
criticisms, to meddle ^with a lady's <* petticoats,*' 
•r to quote Nic Bottom. In the first instance he 
magr ** catch a tartar ;** and in the second, the 
ass's head may rise up in judgment against hin^; 
and when it is once afloat there is no knowing 
where smne unlucky hand may place it. We 
would not, for all the money in our pockets, see 
Town flourishing his critical quill under the aus» 
fiices of an ass's head, like the great Franklin i$ 
liis Monterio Cap, 
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i\EW-YORK ASSEMBLY. 

Hr ANTHONY EVEXIGRSEK, GSNf • 



The assemblies this year have guiied a grclit 
acceffifion of beauty. Several brilliant stars hano 
arisen from the east and from the north, to bright- 
•en the firmament of fashion ; among the nnmber I 
hare discovered another planet^ which rivals eren 
Venus in lustre, and I elaim equal honor with Her- 
schell for ray discovery. I shall take some future 
Ol^rtunity to describe this planet, and the mi'- 
merous satellites which reyolvC||Lround it. 

At the last assembly the company began to 
make some show about eight, but tlie most iksh* 
ionable delayed their appearance until about nine 
*— nine being the number of the muses, and there- 
fore tlie best possible hour for beginning to exhibit 
the graces. (This Is meant for a pretty play upon 
words, and I assure my readers that I tliink it very 
tolerable.) 

Poor Will Honeycomb, whose memory I 
Irold in special consideration, even with hi9 half 
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^entory of cxpcrieoce, would have been pazzle4 
ia point out the humors of a lady by her prevail 
lug colors 4 ibr the '* rival queens*' of tashion, mn* 
To^LE and niadame Bouckaed, aj^eared to have 
ezbatisted their wonderful inventions in the differ- 
ent disposition, variation and combhuition of thits 
and shades. The philosopher who maintained 
thai hlack was white, and tliat of course there 
waff no such eolor as white, might have 'given some 
^eolor to his theory on this occasion, by the ab» 
teaoe of poor forsaken white muslin. I was, how- 
erer, much pleased to see that red maintains its 
-ground against all other colors, bec>ause red is the 
color of nar. Jefierson*s ******, Tom Painc's 
nose, and my silvers. 

Let the grumbliDg smellfungi of this woild, who 
cultivate taste among books, cobwebs, and s{>ider$, 
•oil at the extravagance of the age ; ibr my part, I 
was delighted with the magic of the scene, and as 
the ladies tripped thrpngh the inazes of the dance« 
jparkling and glowing and dazzling, J, like the hon- 
est Chinese, thanked them heartily for the jewels 
and finery with which they loaded thomselves« 
merely for the entertainment of byc-standers, and 
i>lesscd my stars that I was a bachelor. 

The gentlemen were considerably numerous, and 
%fUDg asjisuaJ eqaipt in their appropm.le\Aa^^vx(k> 
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Ibrms, constituted a sable regiment, which coatriljip 
uted not a little to the forilliaut gayety of the ball- 
rodm. I must confess I am indebted for thii ramul^ 
to our friend, the cockney, mr. 'SaiOLiKEm- 
FLASH, or ^SHdUkms, as he is called for shortneMb 
He is a fellow of infinite verbosity — stands in higjh 
iiivor— with hiinself-*«id, like Caleb Quoteni« at 
^^ up to every thing." I remember when a com- 
Ibrtable phimp^looking citizen led into the room 
a fair damsel, who looked for all the world like tbm 
personification of a rainbow : 'Sbidlikens observed 
that it reminded him of a fable, which he had read 
somewhere, of the marriage of an honest paioq- 
taking snail ; who had once walked six feet in vm 
hour for a wager, to a butterfly whom he used t^ 
gallant by the elbow, with the aid of much pnflfing 
and exertion. On being called upon to tell whecr 
he had come across this story, * Sbidlikens absolute* 
ly refused to answer. 

It would but be repeating an old story to saj* 
that the ladies of New- York dance well ;-^uid 
well may they, since they learn it scientifically 
and begin their lessons before they have quit 
their swaddling clothes. The immortal Duport 
has usurped despotic sway over all the female 
licads and heels in this city ; — hornbooks, prim- 
en^ aodpianoes are neglected to attend to his po- 
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sitioas ; ind poor Criltov, with his pots and 
kettles and chemical crodcery, finds him a more 
pvlent enemy than the whole collective force of' 
the ^ North-riTor society." 'Sbidlikens insists 
that thii dancing mania will ineyitably continue' 
as long as a dancing-master will charge the fash* 
iooable price of five-and-twenty dollars a quarter 
and all the other accomplishments are so rolgar 
as to be attainable at ** half the money:** — but I 
pat no &ith in *$bidlikens* candor in this partieu* 
far. Among his infinitude of endowments he te 
but a poor proficient m dancing ; and though he 
often flounders through a cotiUioo, yet he ncrer 
cnt a pigeon-wing in his life. 

hk my mind there*s no position more positire 
and unexceptionable than that most frenchmen, 
dead or aliyc, are bom dancers. I came pounce 
upon this discovery at the assembly, and I im^* 
mediately noted it down in my register of in- 
dlsputable facts :^-the public shall know all about 
it. As I never dance cotillions, holding them 
to be monstrous distortors of the human frame, 
and tantamount in their operations to being broken 
and dislocated on the wheel, I generally take oo- 
ea^n, while they are going on, to make my re- 
marks on the company. In the course of these 
fUsserraUoDs I was struck with the Guet|;j «sk^ ^^ 
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quence of sundry limbs, which seemed Uk be Aoop- 
ifihiog about without appertaining to day body^ 
After much inyestigation and dilBculty I» at length^i 
traced them to their respective owners wbom I 
found to be all frenchmen t» a man. Art naay httire 
meddled somewhat in these affairs, but nature cer- 
tainly did more. I have sinee been considerably 
employed in calculations on this sulijeet ; and by thfr 
most accurate computation I have determined, that 
a frenchman passes at least three-fifths of his tima 
between the heavens and the earth and partaken 
eminently of the nature of a gossamer or soap-bub* 
blc. One oi' these jack-o-lantcm heroes, in taking 
a figure, which neither Euclid or Pjrthagoras himselC 
oould demonstrate, unfortunately wound himself— I 
mean his foot — ^his better part — into a lady's cob* 
web muslin robe ; but perceiving it at the instaiUr. 
he set himself a spinning the other way, like* a top^* 
unravelled his step, without omittuig one angle or 
curve, and extricated himself without breaking a 
thread of the lady*s dress ! he then sprung up, like 
astuf^on, crossed his feet four times, and finished 
this worderful evolution by quivering his left leg* 
as a cat does her paw wlien she has accidentally 
dipped it ui water. No man, '* of womas bom,** 
frlio was uat a frenchman, or a iiKaaut€t»x^ <waV& 
^redone the like. 
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the new feces, I remai'ked a bloomiiig' 
]iy]nph» wbo has brought a fresh supply of roses 
firam the country to adorn the wreath of beauty, 
where lilies too much predominate. As I wish 
welLts every sweet face under heaven, I shicere* 
ly hope her roses may survive the frosts and dis- 
sipations oi^ winter, and lose nothmg by a compari- 
son with tlie loveliest offerings oi' the spring. 
'Sbidlikcns, to whom I made similar remarks, aSh- 
sored me that they were very just, and very pret- 
tily exprest ; and that tlie lady in question was th 
prodigions fine piece of^esh and'blood* Now conld 
I find it in my heart to baste these cockneys like 
their own roast-beef^they can make no distinc- 
tion between- a fine woman and a fine horse. 

I would praise the sylph-like grace with whicff- 
another young lady acquitted herself in the dance, 
bat that she excels ip far more valuable accom- 
plishment<;. Who praises the rose for its beauty,, 
even thougli it is beautiful. 

The company retired at the castomary hour ta 
the supper-room, where tlie tables were laid out 
with their usual splendor and profusion. My 
friend, 'Sbidlikens, with the native forethought 
of a cockney, had carefully stowed V\\s \^oQ.^\i.\.^^^(!Kv 
cheese and crackers, that he might xvo\, >a^ Ve\iv\\.- 
ed ag9in. to venture his limbs in VYic ctovi^ <>^ 
D 
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hungry lur ones who throng the iopper-tt 
door : hit prMMtkm wu tameeouary, for 
eompanj entered the room with sarprking m 
ifid decorum. No gowiu irere torn— «o ]» 
it:- blnted — no Doses bled — Dor wss there 9aj n 

l^} of the taterferoDce of eltber managers or pt 



m 
m 



il 




(SALMAGUNDI 36 



■ IWif r, 'T ! I ' 



•^""-•■•"W^" 



wo, IL— WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1807. 



rSOM THIS ELBOW-CHAIR Or 



LAUNCELOT LANGSTAFF, ESQ. 



In the cooduct of an epic poem, it has been 
the custom, from timo immemori^, for the poet 
occasioqally to introduce his reader to an intimate 
acquaintance with the heroes of his story, b^ con- 
ducting him into their tents, and giving him an 
opportunity of observing them in their night-gown 
and slippers. However I despise the servile ge- 
nius that would descend to follow a precedent* 
though furnished by Homer himself, and consider 
him as on i|. par with the cart that follows at the 
hoels of the horse, without ever taking tlic lead* 
yet at the present moment ray whim is opposed 
to my opinion ; and whenever this is the case, my 
ppinioii geoeralhr lurrenders a^ di^teUwi. \ ^s& 
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Evergreen mentioned also tliat the youug ladi 
were extremely anxious to learn the true mo 
of managing their beaux; and miss Diana Wea 
WELL, who is as chaste as an icicle, has seen a fc 
soperfluoHs waiters pass oyer her head, and boas 
of having slain her tliousands, wi^ed to koow he 
old maids were to do without husbands ; — ^not th 
she was very curious about the matter, she "on 
asked lor inibrmation." Several ladios exprej 
cd their earnest desire that we would not spa 
those wooden gentlemen who peiform the pai 
of mutes, ^r stalking horses, in their drawin 
rooms; and their mothers were equally anxio 
that wc would show no quarter to those lads 
spirit, who now and then cut their bottles to c 
liven a4ea-party with the humors of the dinnc 
table. 

Will Wizard 4vas not a little chagrined at ha 
.ing been mistaken for a gentleman, ** who is i 
more like me," said Will, "than I like Hercules, 
— " I was well assured,'* continued Will, '* th; 
as our characters were drawn from nature, tl 
originals would be 4bund in every society. Ai 
so it has happened— every little circle has i 
•Sbidlikens ; and the cockney, intended merel 
as tJic representative of his species, has dwindle 
riato an iusigniliciini individual, yAvo \a?r\»^ r 
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•cognised his own likeness, has foolishly appro- 
priated to himself a picture for which he never 
sat. Such too, has been the case with Ding- 
ooNe, who lias kindly undertaken to be my rep- 
resentatite; — not that I caro much about the 
matter, for it must be acknowledged that the ani- 
mal 18 a good natured animal enough ; — and wliat 
k more, a &shiouabIe .anin»l—>end tliis is saying 
more than to call him a conjurer. But, 1 am 
mnch fflfetaken if he can claun any affinity 'to -the 
Wizard family.— ^—Surely every body knows 
Ding-dong, the gentle Ding-dong, who pervades 
all space, who is here and there and every where ; 
no tea-party con be complete ^vithout Ding-dong 
—and his appearance is sure to oceasion a smile. 
I^g-dong has been the occasion of much wit in 
<ft]s day; f have even seen many puny whipsters 
vttenspt to be doll at his expense, who were as 
mnch inferior to him as the gad-fly is to the ax 
that he buzzes about. Does any witling want t« 
distress the company with a miserable pun ?— »no- 
body's name presents sooner than Ding-dong's.; 
and it has been played upon with equal skill and 
eqnal entertainment to the byc-«tanders as Tri« 
nity^bells. Ding-don^ is profoundly devoted to 
the ladies, and highly entitled to their regard; 
:lbr J \aaoyr no mm who makes a be\X^ \»3i^ ^ t^'L 
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talks less te the purpose tbaD Diii|s-d0Qg» 
dong has acquired a prodigious iuud of knoii 
hy reading Diiworth iKhca a l)oy ; und the 
day, on being asked who was the author of 
beth, answered, without the Icaxt hesitat 
Shakspeare ! Ding-dong has a quotation tor 
day oi* the year, and every hour of the day 
every minute of the hou^ ; but he often coi 
petty larcenies on the poets — plucks the 
hairs of old Chaucer's head, and claps the 
the ehtine pr Pope ; and filches Jobiisoii's w 
eorer the baM pate of Horace'; — but his bio 
pass undetected 1^ one half of his hearers. 
dong. it is true, though he has long ivrang 
Qur bar, capool; boast nxich el: his legal k 
lodge, nor does his forensic eloquence e 
dim to rank itith a Cicero or a DenK>stb 
but bating his professional deficiencies, h< 
man of niost delectable^ discourse, and can 
Ibrth for an hour upon the i^olor of a riba 
the Gonstructioni of a ^ork-bag. Ding-dong i 
ib his fiyrtieth year, or perhaps a little ni 
rivals all the little beaux in town, in his i 
tions to tiie fabdies-rls in a state of rapi 
proveiqeiit i and there is no doubt but th 
. the tlnie he arrives at years of discretion. In 
f» J^ werj msoompUab/a^ agceeable yoTut^ tel 
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advise «11 clever, good-fbn-nothing, *'lean 
aod authentic gentlemen,** to take care how th 
wear this cap, howeyer well it fits ; and to be 
in mind, that onr characters are not individual 
but species : If, after this warning, any pt^rso. 
chooses to represent mr. Ding-^ong, the sin is a; 
his own door;-— we wash onr hands of it. 

"We all sympathised with 'Wizard, that he 
shoald be mistaken for a person so ycry JiffeN 
ent ; and I hereby assure my readers, that Wil- 
liam Wizard is no other person In the whole world 
but William Wixard ; so I beg I may h^,ar no more 
conjectures on the subject. Will is. Hi fact, a 
wiscaGre' by inheritance The Wizard family has 
long been celebrated for knowing more than their 
neighbors, particularly concerning their neighbors' 
aifiurs. They were anciently called Jossrlin.; 
^t WilPs great uncle, by the father's side, hav- 
ig been accidentally burnt for a witch in Coii- 
xticut, in consequence of blowing up his own 
use in a philosophical erperiment, the family, 
order to perpetuate the reeoilcction of this 
morable circumstance, assumed the name and 
M of Wizard ; and have borne them ever shice. 
1 the course of my customary mommg's walk, 
pped in at a book-store, which is noted for 
* the favorite haunt of a naibYieT ol \&0C«Kv 
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some of whom rank high in the opinion of the 
world, and others rank equally high ip their own. 
Here I found a knot of queer fellows listening to 
one of their company, who was reading our pt* 
per ; I particularly noticed mr* Ici^abod Fukow 
among the number. 

Fungus is one of those fidgeting, meddling 
quidnuncs, with which this unhappy city is pes- 
tered : one of your *' Q in a comer fellows,** 
who speaks yolumes with a wink ; — conveys most 
portentous information, by laying his linger be* 
tide his qose, — and is always smelling a rat in the 
most trifling occurrence. l{e listened to our work 
with the most frigi4 grayity^-every now and then 
ga?e a ipysterious shiiig — a humph— or a screw 
of the mouth ; aqd on being asked his opinion at 
the conclusion, said, he did not know what Iq 
think of It ;— lie hoped it did pot mean any thing 
against the goyen^ment — that )io lurking treasoii 
was couched in all this talk. These were dan- 
gerous times — times pf plot ai>d conspiracy ; — h^ 
did not at all like those stars after mr. Jeflerson*8 
name, they had an air of concealment. Dick 
Paddlk, who was one of t^e group, undertook our 
cause. Dick is known to the world, as l^ipg » 
most knowing gepius, who can see as far as apQr 
had/'-^iQ a millstg«e i mountains, |» the t^tli qf 
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all ai^mebt, thsit a gpftde is a spade ; and wfll la- 
bor a good half hoiir by st. PauPs clock, to estab- 
lisli a selF^yident fact. Dick assured old Fungus* 
tbat those stars merely stood for mr. Jefferson*!! 
red what^^^dWtmt ; and that so far from ft cod« 
si^reey against their peace and prosperity, the an- 
thors, whom he knew tery well, were only ex- 
pressing their high respect for them . TIm old man 
^hook his head, shmgged his shoulders, gave a mys- 
terioos lord Burleigh nod, said he hoped it ml^ht 
fe so ; btit he was by no means satisfied with this 
attaek upon the president *»i>reeches, as '* thera- 
\if hangs a tale.*' 



MR. WILSON'S CONCERT. 



9T AMTHOHT fiTERGREEN, 0£NT. 



In my register of indisputable fkcts I hare no- 
tod it eonspicmmsly that all modem music is but 
(he mere dregs and draining of the ancient, and 
ffant all the spirJit and Tigor of hwrmQH'^ \aA <^ 
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tirely evaporated in the l2^[>se of ages. Oh ! 
the chant of the naiades, and dryades, the si 
of the tritons, and the sweet warblings of ' 
mennaids of ancient days! where now shall 
seek the Amphion, who built walls with a tun 
his hardy-^gurdy, the Orpheus who made sto 
to whistle about his cars, and trees hop in a go 
try dtfnoe, by the mere- qqaTering of his fide 
stick ! ah ! had 1 the power of the former h 
soon would I build up tlie new City-Hall, and.s: 
the cash and credit of the corporation ; and b 
much sooner would I build myself a snug house 
Broadway : — nor would it be the first time a hoi 
has been obtained there for a song. In my opini 
the scotch bag-pipe is the only instrument ti 
rivals the ancient lyre ; and I am surprised it sho 
be almost the only one entirely excluded from < 
concerts. 

Talking oi* concerts^ reminds me of that gli 
a few. nights since by rar. Wilson ; at whic 
had the misfortune of being present. It was 
tended by a numerous company, and give gr 
satisfaction^ if I may be allowed to Judge fr 
the frequent gapings of the audience ; thoiig] 
will not risk my. credit as a connoisseur, by say 
whether they proceeded from wonder or a viol^ 
iae/waUon to doze.. I was delighted to find 
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Ur mazes of the crowd, my particular friend Sniv* 
£Rs, who iiad put on his cognoiscentl phiz- 
be being, according to his own account, a profound 
adept in the science of music. Ho can tell a 
crotchet at first sight ; and, like a true englishman* 
IS delighted with the plumb-pudding rotundity of 
a semibref ; and» in short, boasts of having in- 
continently climbed up Paj0r*s musical tree, which 
hangs every day upon the poplar, from the funda* 
mental concord, to the fundamental major dis- 
cord ; and so on from branch to branch, until he 
reached the very top, where he sung " Rule Bri- 
tannia,*' clapped his wings, and then — camo down 
again. Like all true trans-atlantic judges, he suf- 
fers most horribly at our musical entertalnmentst 
and assures me, that what with the confoundeil 
scraping, and scratching, and grating of our fiddlers, 
he thinks the sitting out one of our concerts tan- 
tamount to the punishment of that unfortunate 
taint, who was frittered in two with a hand-saw. 
The concert >vas given in the tea-room, at the 
City-Hotel; an apartment admirably calculated, 
by its dingy wails, beautifully marbled with smoke, 
to show ofi' the dresses and complexions of the la- 
dies ; and by the flatness of its ceiling to repress 
tliose impertinent reverberations of the music, 

ivhieb, whatever others mav fooVishW as^iivV'axt^'^ 

• • • 

E 
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Snivers says, *' no better than repetitions of old 
stories." 

Mr. Wilson gaye me infinite satisfoction by the 
gentility of his demeanor, and the roguish looks 
he now and then cast at the ladies , but we fear 
his excessive modesty threw him into some lit- 
tle confusion, for he absolutely forgot himself, and 
in the whole course of his entrances and exits, 
Beyer once made his bow to the audience. On- 
the wholes however, I think he has a fine voice, 
sings wRh great taste, and is a very modest good- 
looking little man; but I beg leave to repeat the 
advice so often given by tlie illustrious tenants of 
the theatrical skyi($arlor, to the gentlemen wba 
are charged with the *' nice conduct*' of chairs 
and tables — '' make a bow, Johnny— Johnny, make 
a bow !" 

I cannot, on this occasion, but express nay sur- 
prise that certain amateurs should be so fre- 
quently at concerts, considering what agonies they 
suffer while a piece of music is playing. I defy 
any man of common humanity, and who has 
not the heart of a choctaw, to contemplate the 
countenance of one of these unhappy victims of a- 
fiddle-stick; without feeling a sentiment of com- 
passion.. His whole visage is distorted ; he rolls up 
ids eyeSf as Ill'Sycophaiit says, ** like a duck in 
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thunder,*' and the music seems to operate upon 
him like a fit of the cholic : his very bowels seem 
to sympathize at evciy twang of the cat-gut, as if 
'lie heard at that moment the wailings of the hclpr 
:less animal that had been sacrificed to harmony. 
Not does the hero of the orchestra seem less affect^ 
«d : as soon as the signal is given, he seizes his fid- 
dle-stick, makes a most horrible grimace, scowls 
fiercely upon his music-book, as though he would 
;grln every crotchet and quaver out of countenance. 
I have sometimes particuiai'ly noticed a hungry 
kNdJng gaul, who torments a huge bass viol, and 
who is doubtless the original of the famous " Raw- 
head-and-bloody-bonea,** so potent in frightening 
■naughty children. 

The person who played the french-hom was very 
excellent in his way, but Snivers could not relish 
his performance, having sometime since heard a 
gentleman amateur in Gotham play a solo on his 

frobotcu, in a style infinitely superior ; Snout, 

the bellows-mender, never tuned his wmd instru- 
ment more musically ; nor did the celebrated 
** knight of the burning lamp,*' ever yield more ex- 
quisite entertamment with his nose ; this gentle- 
aauk had latterly ceased to exhibit this prodigious ac- 
complishment, bavmg, it was whispered, iii^ed out 
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whini-wliam that he was an old fool to be in lore 
at his tiine of life. It was ever one of the Cock- 
loft characteristics to strike to whim ; and had 
Pindar stood out on tliis occasion he would have 
brouglit the reputation of his mother in question. 
From tliat time Ue gave up all particular atten- 
tions tq the ladies ; and though he still loves theii 
company, he has never been known to exceed the 
bounds of common courtesy in his intercourse wii} 
them. He was the life and ornament of our fam- 
ily circle in town, unti) the epoch of the frenct 
revolution, which sent so niany unfortunate danc- 
ing-masters from their country to polish and en 
lighten our hemisphere. This was a sad time fiu 
Pindar, who had taken a genuine Cockloft preju- 
dice against every thuig french, ever smce he wa: 
brought to dcatirs doqr by a ragoxxt : he groanec 
at Ca Ira, and the Mp^rseilles Hymn had much th( 
same effect upon him, that sharpening a knife oi 
a dry whetstone has upon some people ; — it set hi 
teeth chattering. He might li\ tune have beei 
reconciled to these iiibs, had not the introductioif 
of french cockades on the hats of our citizens ab 
Kolutely thrown blm into a fever. The first tune h< 
saw an instance of this kind, he came home witl 
great precipitation, packed up his trunk, liis old 
fashioned ^vriting-desk, and his cbinci?^ ink-staqd 
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and made a kind of growling retreat to Cockloft* 
Hall, where he has resided ever since. 

My cx>asin Pindar is of a mercurial disposition, 
— a humorist without ill-nature— he is of the true 
gunpowder temper ; — one flash and all is over. It 
is true when the wind is easterly, or tlie gout 
giyes him a gentle twinge, or he hears of any new 
toccesses of the frenoh, he will become a little 
splenetic; and heaven help the man, and more 
particularly the woman that crosses his humor at 
that momeiiti|M«he is sure to receive no quarter. 
Tbs99-^re thtt' most sublime moments of Pindar. 
I swear to you, dear ladies and gentlemen, I would 
not lose one of those splenetic bursts tbr the best 
wig in my wardrobe ; even though it were proved 
to be the identical wig worn by the sage Linkum 
Fidelius, when he demonstrated before the whole 
university of Leyden, tliat it was possible to make 
bricks without straw. I have seen tlie old gentle- 
man blase forth such a volcanic explosion of wit, 
ridknile, and satire, that I was almost tempted to 
believe him inspired. But these sallies only last- 
ed for a moment, and passed like summer clouds 
over the benevolent sunshine which ever warme4 
his lieart and lighted up his coimtcuaiice. 

Time, though it has dealt rou*^\i\y vf'i\\i\v\s ^.v- 
goa, lias passed lightly over tUc graces o^\iAS» mvcvi^ 
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■and left him in full possession of all the seB$ 
ties of youth. His eye kindles at the relati 
a noble or generous action, his heart melts a 
story of distress, and he is still a warm admii 
the fair. Like all old bachelors, however, he 
Imck with a fond and lingering eye on the p 
<of his boyhood, and would sooner suffer the ] 
of matrimony, than acknowledge tliat the w 
or any thing in it, is half so clever, as it w 
those good old times that are "gone by.*' 

I believe I have already mentioned, that 
all his good qualities he is a liumoriH, and i 
morist of the highest order. He has some o 
mo<«t intolerable whim-whams I ever met wi 
my life, and his oddities are sufficient to eke < 
hundred tolerable originals. But I will not en 
on them— enough has been told to excite a d 
to know more; and I am much mistaken, ifii 
eourse of half a dozen of our numbers, he 
tickle, plague, please and perplex the whole 1 
and completely establish his claim to the lau 
ship he has solicited, and with which we he 
invest him, reconmienduig him and his effusio 
public reyereece and respect. 

LAUNCELOT LANGSTAF 
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TO LAUNCELOT LANGSTAFF, ESQ. 



Ab I find 70U have taken the quill, 
To put our gay town, and its fair under drill, 
J ofier my hopes for success to your cause, 
And send yoa unvarnishM my mite of applause. 

Ah, Launce, this poor town has been wofully fashed ; 
lias long been be-frenchmanM, be-cockney*d, bc-trashM ; 
And our ladies be-devil'd, bewilder'd astray, 
From the rules of their grandames have wandered away. 
No longer that modest demeanor we meet, 
Whkh whilom the eyes <^ our fathers did greet j-^ 
No longer be-mobbled, be-ruffled, be-quillM, 
Be-liowderM, be>hooded, be-patchM and bc-fnll*d.-~ 
No longer our fair ones their grograms display, 
And stiflfin brocade, strut *■*• like castles^* away. 

Oh, how fondly my soul forms departed has traced. 
When our ladies in stays, and in boddicc well laced, 
"When bishop^d, and cushioned, and hooped to the chm, 
Well callash'd without, and well bolsterM within; 
All cased in their buckrams, frcmi crown down to tail, 
like O^Brallagan^s mistress, where shaped like a pail. 

Well — peace to those Cashions — the joy of our eyes — 
Tempora mutantur, — new follies will rise ; [aiind, 

Yet, " like jo>'s that are past," they still crowd o^vNSw^ 
In moments of thought, as the soul looV^^cWitAs 
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Sweet days oT our boyhood, gone by, my dear Laimca, 
Like the shadows of night, or the forms in a trance : 
Yet oft wc retrace tliose bright visions again, 
No6 mutamur, tis true — ^but those visions remain. 
I recall with delight, how my bosom would creep, 
When some delicate foot from its chamber would pe^ ; 
And when I a neat stocking^ ankle could spy, 
— By the sages of old, I was rapt to the sky ! 
All then was retiring — ^was modest — discreet; 
The beauties, all shrouded, were left to conceit.; 
To the visions which fancy would form in her eyei 
Of graces that snug in soft ambush would lie. 
And the heart, like the poets, in thought would pursoe 
The elysium of bliss, which was vciPd from its view. 

We are old-fashion*d fellows, our nieces will say: 
Old-fashionM, indeed, coz — and swear it they may — 
For I freely confess tliat it yields me no pride, 

To see them all blaze what tlieir mothers would hide: 

« 

To sec them, all shivering, some cold winter^s day, 
So lavish Uieir beauties and graces display. 
And give to each fopling that offers his hand. 
Like Moses from Pisgali — a peep at the land. 

^ But a tmcc with complaining — the object in view 
Is to oflEer my help in the work you pursue ; 
And as your effusions and labors sublime, 
May need, now and then, a few touches of rhyme^ 
I humbly solicit, as cousin and friend, 
A quiddity, quirk, or remonstrance to send : 
Or gbould yoa a laureate want in yoKir \^aI^ 

-^ tie muff of my grandmolVieT, 1 am ^cks lowi*. 
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You must know I have got a poetical mil)', 

IVIiich with odd lines, and couplet^, and tri^ilets I 611 ; 

And a poem 1 grind, as from rags white and blue 

The paper-mill yields yoa a sheet fair and new. 

I can grind down an ode, or an epic that^s long« 

Into Btmnct, acrostic, conundrum or scmg : 

As to dull hudibrastic, so boasted of late. 

The doggerel discharge of scnne muddled brainM pate, 

I can grind it by wholesale — and give it its point. 

With billingsgate dishM up in rhymes out of joint. 

I have read all the poets — and got them by hearU 
Can slit tliem, and twist them, and Uke them apart ; 
Can cook up an ode out of patches and shred?. 
To muddle my readers, and bother their heads. 
01d.H(Mner, and Virgil, and Ovid, I scan, 
Anacreon, and Sappho, (who changed to a swan;) — 
Iambics and sapirfiics I grind at my will, 
And' with ditties of love every noddle can fill. 

Oh, twould do your heart good, Launce, to see my mill 
Old stuff into verses, and poems rrfincd; — [grind 

Dan Spencer, Dan Chaucer, tliose poets of old, 
Thmigh cover'd with dust, are yet true sterling gold j 
I can grind off their tarnish, and bring thenf.^ view, 
New modeled, new milPd, and improved ia-thar hue; 

But I promise no more — only give me the pBettf, 
And Pll warrant PU fill it with credit and grace ; 
By tlie living ! Pll Ggure and cut you a da^h 
*-Ajb bold as Will Wizard, or *SBiJ>LiKKN8-rLA8n ! 

FIMtAS COCELOFT. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Perhaps the most fiiiitful source ofmortificatic 
to 81 merry writer who, for the amusement of himse 
and the public, employs his leisure in sketching od 
characters from imagination, is, tliat he cannc 
flourish his pen, but every Jack-pudding imagine 
it is pointed directly at himself :-^he cannot, in hi 
gambols, throw a fooVs cap among the crowd, Ini 
every queer fellow insist*; upon putting it on h; 
own head ; or chalk an outlandish figure, but ever 
outlandish genius is eager to write his own nam 
under it. However we may be mortified, tha 
these men should each individually think himself < 
RufRcient consequence to engage our attention, w 
should not care a rush about it, if they did not ge 
Into a passion and complain of having been ill-usec 

It is not in oar hearts to hurt the feelings of on 
sinj;Ie mortal, by holding liim up to public ridicule 
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ajid if it were, we lay it down as one of our indisputa- 
ble (acts, Uiat no man can be made ridiculous but by 
his own folly. As however we are aware that when 
a man by chance gets a thwack in the crowd, he 
U apt to suppose Uie blow was intended exclusively ' 
for himself, and so fall into unreasonable anger, we 
have determined to let these crusty gentry know 
what kind of satisfaction tliey are to expect from 
lis. We are resolved not to fight, ibr three special 
reasons ; first, because fighting is at all events 
extremely troublesome and inconvenient, particu- 
larly at tills season of the year ; second, because if 
cither of us should happen to be killed, it would be 
a great loss to the public, and rob them of many a 
good laugh we have in store for their amusement ; 
tnd third, because if we should chance to kill our 
adversary, as is most likely, ibr we can every one of 
us split balls upon razors and snufi*candles, it would 
be a loss to our publisher, by depriving him of a 
good customer* If any gentleman casuist will give 
three as good reasons ibr fighting, we promise him 
a complete set of Salmagundi for nothing. 

But though we do not fight in our own proper 
persons, let it not be supposed tliat we will not 
give ample satisfaction to all those who may choose 
to dcmnnd it — ^for this would be a mistake of the 
first magnitude, and icad very vaWaxvl %<&TvXN!&\Qe^ 
F 
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perinps into what is called a quandary. It wooM 
be a thousand and one pities, that any honest man, 
after taking to himself the cap and bells which we 
merely offered to his acceptance, should not have 
the privilege of being cudgeled into the bargain. 
We pride ourselves upon giving satisfaction in every 
dfepartment of our paper ; and to fill that of fight- 
ii^, have engi^ed two of those strapping heroef 
of the theatre, who figure in the retinues ofour gin- 
ger-bread kings and queeas — now hurry an old stuff 
petticoat on their backs, and strut senators of 
Rome, or aldermen of London— and now be-whiB-' 
ker their muffin faces with burnt coHl, and swi^ 
gerright valiant warriors, armed cap-a-pie, in buck* 
pam. Should therefore any great little man aboa 
town, take offence at our good-natured villav 
though we intend to offend nobody under heave 
he will please to apply at any hour after twe) 
Oi'clock, as our champions will then be off duty 
the theatre, and ready for any thing. They h 
promised to fight " with or witliout balls" — tof 
two tweaks of the nose for one — to submit tc 
kicked, and to cudgel their applicant most hea 
in return ; this being what we understand by ' 
satisfaction pf a gentleman.*- 
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FROM M7 ELBOW-CHAn. 



[ delight in every thing novel and ecccBtric* 
ould at any time give an old coat for a new 
[ am particularly attentlYc to the manners 
mversation of strangers, and scarcely ever » 
Her enters this city, vrhose appearance prom* 
ny thing original, but by some means or aa- 
I form an acquaintance with him. I roust con- 
9fleu suffer manifold aiSictions from the inti- 
8 thus contracted : my curiosity is frequently 
led by the stupid details of a blockhead, or the 
w verbosity of a coxcomb. Now I would pre- 
any time to travel with an ox-team through a 
oa sand-flat, rather than plod through a heavy 
ining conversation with the former, and as to 
;tcr, I would sooner hold sweet conversL' with 
lecl of a knife grinder than endure his monot- 
thBttermg. In fact, the sUwi^'eyii vi\yi>%a<^ 



J^?^^^-- 
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U> this most pleasant of all earthly cities, are gen- 
erally mere birds of passage whose plumage is often 
gay enough, I own, but their notes, '* heaven save the 
usark,*' are as unmusical as tho^e of tlial classic 

« 

night bird, which the ancients humorously selected 
as the emblem of wisdom. Those from the south, it 
H true, entertain me with their hoi-ses, equipages, 
and puns : and it is excessively pleasant to hear a 
couple of these four in hand gentlemen, dvotail their 
exploits over a bottle. Those from the east, have 
often induced me to doubt the existence of tlie wise 
men of yore, who are said to have flourished in that 
quarter ; and as for those from parts beyonds seas— 
oh \ my masters, ye shall hear more from me anon. 
Heaven help this unhappy town ! — hath it not gos- 
lings enow of its own hatching and rearing, that it 
must be overwhelmed by such an inundation of gan- 
ders from other climes ? I would not have any of my 
courteous and gentle readers suppose that I am run- 
ning a muck, full tilt, cut and slash upon all foreign- 
ers indiscriminately. I have no national antipa- 
thies, though related to the Cockloft family. -As 

* to honest John Bull, I shake him heartily by the 
hand, assuring him that I love his jolly countenance, 
and moreover am lineally descended from him ; in 
proof of which I allege my invincible predilection 

for roast beef and pudding. I th^T^fora look upon 
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all his children as nij kinsmen ; and I beg wiien I 
tickle a cockney I may not be understood as trim- 
ming an englishman, they being very distinct ani- 
mals, as I shall clearly demonstrate in a future num- 
ber. If any one wishes to know my opinion of the 
irish and scotch, he may find it in the characters of 
those two nations, drawn by the first advocate of the 
age. But the french, I must confess, are mj favor- 
ites, and I have taken more pains to argue my 
cousin Pindar out of his antipathy to them, than I 
ever did about any other thing. When, therefor^, 
I choose to hunt a monsieur for my own particular 
amnsement, I beg it may not bo asserted that I in- 
tend him as a representative of his iitountrymen at 
large. Far from thi s I love the nation, as beii\g 
a nation of right merry fellows, possessing the true 
secret of being happy ; which is nothing more than 
thinking of nothing, talking about any thing, and 
Janghing at every thing. I mean only to tune up 
those little thing-o-mys, who represent nobody but 
themselves ; who have no national trait about 
them but their language, and who hop about our 
town in swarms like little toads after a shower. 

Among the few strangers whose acquaintance 
has entertained me, I particularly rank the mag- 
nanimous MusTAPHA Rub-a-dub l\£i.\ ^i^k^^ ^ 
most illastnous captain of a lieieh^ >r\v) ^<^vc^<^^ 
F3 
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soDMi time Elnce, in oar fvhkinRble circlut, at tliu 
held of a rag^d regiment of tripolitan prlsonere. 
^'a GonverEBtion was to me a perpetual leant ; — I 
pliDOkted iritli inward pleasure at his whimEiral 
mlKtakcs and ana&i^ted observations on men and 
manttcrs ; and I rolled earl) odd conceit " like a 
sweet morsel under my tongue." 

Whether iMustapha was captiTatcd bj mv iron- 
bound phTSio^omy, or flattered by the attcntioni 
which I paid him. 1 won't dDtermInc ; bnt I so &r 
gained his cnnlidcnrc. that, at his de|iartnre, he 
presented mc with a bundle of iiapers, containing, 
among other articles, several copies ol' letten, 
which ho had written tn his friends at Tripoli.— 
I^e following is b translation of oac of them. — 
'Dh; original in in arablc-greck ; but by the axsigt- 
mice orVTiil Wixaril, who understands all langna* 
geii, not exceptir^ that manufactured by Psabnaaa- 
xar, I have been enabled to accomplish a tolerable 
translation. We Khould hare t'ouud little dil&cultj 
in rendering it into english, hail it not becii iiir 
Mustapba's confounded pot-hookii luid trammolB. 
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LETTER 



TROAI MUSTAPHA CUB-A-DUB KELI KHAN, 



taptain <tf a kctcK to Asem Hacckeni^ principy 
sUive'driver to his highness the bashaw of 

TripolL 



Tiioa wilt leMU from tliis letter, most iiliistri- 
4ms disciple of Mahoinet, that I haye for some 
time resided in New- York ; the most polished, 
vast, and magnificent city of the United States of 
America. But what to mc are its delights ! I wan- 
der a captive throngh its splendid streets, I turn a 
heavy eye on every rising day that beholds me ban- 
ished from my country. The christian husbands 
^ere lament most bitterly any sliort absence from 
lomet though tliey leave but one wife behind to 
unent their departure ; — ^what then must be the 
«lings of thy unhappy kinsman, while thus liu- 
ring at an immeasurable distance fram tJtisc.^.- 
l-twcnty of the most love\y and o\ifc^2tfSoX.xwWi 
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inallTr^li! (A, Allah ! sbaU thy lervADt nenfr 
again return to his natiye land, nor behold hif 
beloved wives, who beam en his memory beant^ 
ful as the rosy mom of the east, and gracefol as 
Mahomet's camel ! 

Yet beautiful, oh, most puissant slave-driver, a& 
fLte my wives, they are far exceeded by the worn* 
en of this country. Even those who run abo«t 
the streets with bare arms and necks, (et ccBterm) 
whose habiliments are too scanty to protect them 
either from the inclemency of the seasons, or the 
scrutinizing glances of the curious, and who it 
would seem belong to nobody, are lovely as the 
houris that people the elysium of true believen. 
If then, such as run wild in the highways, and 
whom no one cares to appropriate, are thus beau- 
teous ; what must be the charms of those who are 
shut up in the seraglios, and never permitted to 
go abroad ! surely the region of beauty, the val- 
ley of the graces can contain nothing so inimitably 
fair! 

But, notwithstandii^ the charms of these infidel 
women, they are apt to have one fault, whldi u 
extremely troublesome and inconvoiient. Wooldit 
thoa believe it, Asenu I have been positive^ Mao- 
red by a fiunoos dervise, (or doctor as he is here 
esZfedfj t{ttt at least one.fit^piulot 
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Bonis ! incredible as it may seem to thee, I am the 
more inclined to belieye them in possession of this 
monstroH:: superfluity, from my own little experi- 
ence, and from the infonnation which I have de- 
rived from others. In walking the streets I have 
actnally seen an exceeding good looking woman 
with soul enough to box her husband's ears to his 
heart's content, and my very whiskers trembled 
with indignation at the abject state of these wretch- 
ed infidels. I am told, moreover, that some of the 
women have soul enough to usurp the breeches of 
the men, bnt these I suppose are married and kept 
ckMe ; ibr I have net, in ray rambles, met with any 
80 extravagantly accoutred ; others, I am inform- 
ed, have soul enough to swear !— yea ! by the beard 
of the great Omar, who prayed three times to each 
of the one hundred and twenty-four thousand proph* 
ets of our most holy faith, and who never swora 
but once in his life-— they actually swear ! 

Get thee to the mosque, good Asem! return 
thanks to eur most holy prophet that he has been 
tlras Hiindful of the comfort of all true mussulmen, 
and has given them wives with no more souls than 
eats and dogs, and etlicr necessary animals of the 
housdbold. 

Thoa Vilt doubtless be anxious to learn <MLt x^ 
eeptha la this coi|ntry, and how we Yfet% \s%%X«^ 
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llieni. Thouknowest Jiow inrahiable are these 
Micnt companions ; — what a price Ls given for them 
in the east, and what entertaining wives tliej make. 
What delightiul entertainment arises from behold- 
ing the silent eloquence of their signs and gestures ; 
but a wife possessed both of a tongue and a sou^ 
monstrous ! monstrous ! is it astonishing that these 
unhappy infidels should shrink from a union with a 
woman so preposterously endowed. 

Thou hast doubtless read in the works of Abal 
Faraj, the arabian historian, the tradition which 
mentions that the nuiscs were once upon the point 
of falling together by the ears about the admisaioa 
oi' a tenth among their number, until she assuccii 
iliem, by signs, that she was dumb ; whereupon tbe^ 
received her with great rejoicing. I should, per- 
haps, infonn thee that there are but nine chrislian 
muses, who were formerly pagans, but have since 
l>een converted, and that in this country we never 
hear of a tentli, unless some crazy poet wishes to 
pay an hyper)3olical compliment to his mistress ;■ on 
which occasion it goes hard but she figures as a tenth 
muse, or Iburth grace, even though she shonld be 
more illiterate than a hottentot, and more ungrace- 
ful than a dancing-bear ! Since my arrival ia this 
eouatfjt //lave met with not\«&% \yffiA.^\sQaftAx«& 
of ihesQ supernumerary m\iRC«^ «it\A twacnv— «^^ 
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tnaj Allah preMire me from ever laeetiug nitli 
snf more! 

When I haye etndied this people more profouod- 
1;-, I wiU write Ihee again i In the mean tiow 
watch over mj household, and do not beat mj be- 
loved wives uDless you catch them witb their no- 
ces out «t the window. Though far distant, and a 
xtave, let me live in thj heart as thou livest in 
mliie : — think not, oh, friend of laj sou), that the 
splendors of this luxurious capital, its gorgeous pal- 
aces, its stupendous mosqucK, and the beautiful fe- 
males who niB wild in herds about its streets, can 
obliterate thee from mj remembrance. Th; name 
flhall still be mentioned in the Gve-and-twentjr 
pnyen which I oOer up doilj i and may our great 
prophet, alter bestowing en thee al) the blessings 
of this lite, at length, in a good old age, liad thee 
gently by the hand, to enjoy the dignity of bashaw 
ef three tails in the blissful bowers of Eden. 
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FASmONS. 

9Y ANTBONF EVERGREEN, GENT. ' 

TheJoUoning article is furnished mcb^ mym 
ladif qf unquestionable taste^ and mho is tlu t 
tie qf fashion andfrippert^. Being deeply 
tiated info all the mysteries qfthe toilet^ she 
%yromised me from time to tim^^ a similar det 



Mrs. Toole has tor some time roigned unrii 
led in the fashiooable world, and had the tuprt 
directidb of caps, bomiets, feathers, Aowofb aod 
sel. She has dressed and undressed our ladies J 
as she pleased ; now loading them with yeUet j 
wadding, now turning them adrift upon the wo 
to nm shivering through the streets with scare 
a covering to their— —backs ; and now oblif 
them to drag a long train at their heels, like 
tail of a paper kite. Her despotic sway, howc 
threatens to be limited. A dangerous riva^ 
sprung up in the person of madame Bouci 
an intrepid little woman, fre&YiCtQiSL\bftlft«4 
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ten of fashion and folly, and who has burst like tf 
second Bonaparte upon the fashionable world. 
Mrs. Toole, notwithstanding, seems determined to 
dispute her ground bravely for the honor of old' 
England. The ladies have begun to arrange them* 
selves under the banner of one or other of 
these heroines of the needle, and every thing por* 
tends open war. Madame Bouchard marches gal- 
lantly to the field, flourishing a flaming red robe 
for a standard, " flouting the slLies ;** and mrs. 
Toole, no ways dismayed, sallies out under cover 
of a forest of artificial flowers, like Malcolm's host. 
Both parties possess great merit, and both deserve 
the victory. Mrs. Toole charges the highest^ but 
madame Bouchard makes the lowest courtesy. 
Madame Bouchard is a little short lady — nor is 
there any hope of her growing larger ; but then she 
is perfectly genteel — and so is mrs. Toole. Mrs. 
Toole lives in Broadway, and madame Bouchard 
in Conrtlandt^street ; but madame atones for the 
inferiority of her stand, by making two courtesies 
to mrs. Toole's one, and talkmg french like an 
angel. Mrs. Toole is the best looking— but madf* 
ame Bonehard wears a most bewitching little 
sembby wig.— Mrs. Toole is the tallest— but mad- 
ame BoachBrd has the longest nose. — %%. '^o^V^ 
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adherence to ODkuis : in short, so equally ar< 
merits of the two ladies balanced, that there 
Jadging which will " kick the beam.*' It he 
er seems to be the prevailing opinion, that mai 
Bouchard will carry the day, because she we 
wig, has a long nose, talks french, loves oi 
and does not charge above ten times as much 
thing as it is worth. 



Under the direciion of these high priestesi 
the beavHnonde, thefoUmoing is thefashia 
morning dress for walking. 

If the weather be very cold, a thin muslin | 
or frock is most adviseable ; because it agrees 
the season, being perfectly cool. The neck, i 
and particularly the elbows bare, in order 
they may be agreeabfy painted and mottled b] 
John Frost nose-painter-general, of the col 
castileHSoap. Shoes of kid, the thinnest tha 
possibly be procured — as they tend to proi 
colds and make a lady look interesting — 
grifziif.) Picnic silk stockings, with lace cl 
Jttes&^colored are most fashVonaXile, «& th«f 
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the appearance of bare legs— ntuftiSy being all t)ie 
r^c. The stockings carelessly bespattered with 
mud, to agree witli the gown, which should be bor- 
dered about three inches deep with tho most fii^h* 
ionable colored mud that can be tbund : the ladies 
permitted to hold up tlieir trams, ai'ter tb&y have 
swept two or three streets, in order to show— 
the clocks of tlieir stockings. The shawl scarlet, 
crimson, flame, orange, salmon, or nnj other com- 
bustible or brimstone color, tlirown over one shoul- 
der, like an indian blanket, with one end dragging 
on the ground. 

JV. B. If the ladies hare not a red shawl at hand, 
a red petticoat turned topsy-turvy, orcr the shoul- 
ders, would do just as well. This is called l^oing 
dressed a la drabble. 

When the ladies do not go abroad of a morning, 
the usual ohinmcy-corncr dress is a dotted, spot- 
ted, striped, or cross-barred gown— a yellowish, 
whitish, smokish, dirty-colored shawl, and tlie liair 
cnrkni^ly ornamented with little bits of newspapers, 
or pieces of a letter from a dear friend. Tins is 
called the " Cinderella-dress." 

The recipe tor a full dress, is as follows : take of 
spideiunct, crape, sattm, gymp, cat-gut, gauze, , 
whalebone, lace, bobbin, riband&^aiid;sLTVV&K2^^^^n 
erf, Ms much as will rig out llie coti^e^Wwi «s!^'^<^- 
' Q 2 
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lage church ; to these, add as mxuy spangles, beadii, 
and gew«gawB, as would be sutRcient to turn the 
heads of all the fashionable fair ones of Nootkap 
sound. Let mrs.. Toole, or madame Bouchard 
patch all these articles together, one upon another, 
dash them plentifully over with stars, bugles, and 
tinsel, and they will alU^ther form a dress, 
which hung upon a lady's back, cannot fail of sup- 
plying the place of beauty, youth and grace, and 
of reminding the spectator of that celebrated re* 
gion of finery, called Rag Fair. 



One of Uic greatest sources of amusement inci* 
dent to our humorous knight-errantry, is to ramble 
about and hear the various conjectures of the town 
respecting our worships, whom every bo% pre- 
tends to know as well as Falstaffdid prince HsA at 
Gads-hill. We have sometimes seen a sapient, 
sleepy fellow, on being tickled with a straw, make a 
furious effort and fancy he had fairly caught a gnat 
in his grasp ; so, that many-headed monster, the 

, public, who with all its heads, is, we fear, sadly 
offR^r brains, has, after longYiovexVn^^ cooir coqsa 

dojrn, like a king-fisher, on tiie aottiot^i o^ ^^to 
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Ai« and caught Ihein as eertainly as the afore- 
honest fellow caught the gnat. 
iTould that we were rich enough to give every 
of our numerous readers a cent, as a reward for 
r ingenuity ! not that they have really conjec- 
)d within a thousand lei^es of the truth, but 
: we consider it a great stretch of ingenuity 
1 to have guessed wrong ; — and that we hold 
lelves much obliged to them for having taken 
trouble to guess at all. 

fne of the most tickling, dear, mischievous plea- 
is of this life is to laugh in one^s sleeve — to sit 
; in a corner, unnoticed and unknown, and 
r the wise men of Gotham, who are profound 
;es, of horse-flesh, pronounce, from the style of 
work, who arc the authors. T^hjs listening in- 
and receiving a hearty praising over another 
1*8 back, is a situation so celestially whimsical 
t we liave done little else than laugh in our 
Te ever since our first number was published. 
*he town has at length allayed the titilatious of 
osity, by fixing on two young gentlemen of litr- 
r talents — that is to say, they are equal to the 
iposition of a newspaper squib, a hodgc podga 
icism, or some such trifle, and may occasionally 
e a smile by their effusions ; but pardon us, sweet 
.tfwlpjnodestly doubt your cavabVYv\?j o1%\\\f\fw:'^-- 
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iDg the burthen of Salmagundi* or of keeping up a 
laugh for a whole fortnight, as we haye done, and in- 
tend to do, until the whole town becomes acommu- 
Dit^ of laughing philosophers like ourselves. We 
have no intention, however, of undervaluing th^abil- 
ities of these two young men whom we verily bc^ 
lieve, according to common acceptation* young 
men of promise. 

Were we ill-natured, we might publish somethiiig 
that wouM get our representatives into difRoulUes ; 
but far be it from us to do any thing to the injury 
of persons to whom we are under such obligations. 

While they stand before us, we, like little Ten- 
cer, behind the sevenfold shield of Ajax can launch 
unseen our spoilive arrows, which we trust will 
never inflict a wound, unless like his they fly, 
^* heaven directed," to some conscious-struck bo- 
som. 

Another marvelous great source of pleasure to 
u|!, is the abuse our work has received from several" 
wooden gentlemen, whose censures we cotet more 
than ever we did any thing in our lives. The mo^ 
ment we declared open war against folly and Cupid- 
ity we expected to receive no quarter, and to pro- 
voke a confederacy of all the blockheads in town. 
For it is one of our indisputable facts, that so sore 
s^yon catch a gander by the tw\, tiie ^Ywaa tttMdL<t 
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^eese, goslings, one and aJl, haye a fellow-feeling on 
the occasion, and begin to cackle and hiss like so 
many devils bewitched. As we have a profound 
respect for these ancient and respectable birds, on 
the score of their once saving the capitol, we hereb^r 
declare, that we mean no offence whatever by com- 
p^Lring them to the aforesaid confederacy. We 
have heard in our walks such criticisms on Salma^ 
gimdi, as almost induced a belief that folly had here, 
as in the east, her moments of inspired idiotism. 
Every sUly royster has, as if by an instinctive sense 
of anticipated danger, joined in the cry ; and con- 
demned us without mercy. All is thus as it should 
be. It would have mortified us very sensibly had 
tre^been dis^poihted in this particular, as wa 
chonld then have been apprehensive that our shafts 
had fallen, to the ground, innocent of the " blood or 
brains*' of a single numskull. Our efforts have been . 
crowned with'w-onderful success. All the queer 
fish, the grubs, the flats, Uie noddies, and the live 
oA and timber gentlemen, are pointing their emp- 
ty guns at us ; and we are threatened with a most 
fmissantconiederacyof the ** pigmies and cranes,*^ 
and other " light militia,** backed by the heavy 
armed artillery of dullness and stupidity. The ver- 
iest dreams of our most sanguine moments are thus 
We have no fear oC \iie c^Tisva^ ^"l ^5b» 
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wise, the good, or the fair ; for they will erer be 
sacred from our attacks. We reverence the wise* 
love the good, and adore the fair ; we declare our- 
selves champions in their cause— in the cause of 
morality — and we throw our gauntlet to all the 
world besides. 

While we profess and feel the same indifference to 
public applause as at first, we most earnestly invite 
the attacks and censures of all the wooden warri- 
ors of this sensible city, and especially of that dis- 
tinguished and learned body, heretofore celebrated 
under the appellation of "the North-river society.** 
The thrice valiant and renowned donCtuizotte never 
made such work amongst the wool-clad warriors of 
Trapoban, or the puppets of the itinesaht showman 
9S we promise to make amongst these fine fellows ; 
and. we pledge mirselves to the public in general* 
and the Albany skippers in particular, that the 
North-river shall not be set on fire this winter at 
least for we shall give the authors of that nefarions 
cthepue, ample employment for some time toeomCi 



►■ 
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PROCLAMATION, 



mOM THE MILL OF PINDAR COCKLOFT, £S^. 



To all the young belles who enliven our scenf", 
Fr(Hn ripe five-^nd-forty, to blooming fifteen ; 
Who racket at routs, and who rattle at plays, 
Who visit, and fidget, and dance out their days : 
Who conquer all hearts, with a shot from the eye, 
Who freeze with a frown, and "who thaw with a sigh : — 
To all those bright youths who embellish the age, 
Whether young boys, or old boys, or numskull or sage : 
Whether dull dogs, who cringe at their mistress* feet. 
Who sigh and who whine, and who try to look sweet ; 
Whether tough dogs, who squat down stock still in a row 
And play wooden gentlenten stuck up for show j 
Or SAD D0G8, who glory in running their rigti, 
Now dash in their sleighs, and now whirl in their gigs ; 
Who riot at Dyde*s on imperial champaign, 
And then scour our city — ^the peace to maintain ; 

To whoe'er it concerns or may happen to meet, 
By these presents their irorships I lovingly greet. 

llo* KNOW TJB, that J^ PyOAR COCILLOYT , «W3^fe, 

Am haireaief appointccf at special de«rts •,— 
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A censor, self-dubbM, to admonish the (air, 
And tenderly take the town under my care. 

I*m a ci-devant beau, cousin Launcelot has said — 
A remnant of habits long vanished and dead : 
But still, though my heart dwells with rapture sublime,. 
On the fashions and customs which reiguM in my prime, 
t yet can perceive — and still candidly praise, 
Some maxims and manners of tlicse " latter days ;^* 
Still oworlSiat some wisdom and beauty appears, 
Thougb aTmost entombM in the rubbish of year?. 

No fierce nor tyrannical cynic am I, 
Who frown on each foible I chance to espy , 
Who pounce on a novelty, just like a kite, 
And tear up a victim through malice or spite : 
Who expose to the scoffii of an ill natured crew, 
A trembler for starting a whim that is new. 
No, no^l shaU cautiously hold up my glass. 
To the sweet little blossoms who heedlessly pass ; 
My remarks not too pointed to wound or offend. 
Nor so vague as to miss their benevolent end : 
Each innocent fashion shall have its fuU sway ^ 
New modes shall arise to astonish Broadway ;. 
Red hsAs and red shawls stillillumine the town. 
And each belle, like a bon-fire, blaze up and down. 

Fair siHrits, who brighten the gloom of our days, 
Who cheer this dull scene with your heavenly rays, 
No mortal can lore you more firmly and true, 
FrcHn the crown of the head, to the sole (tf your shoe. 
/'m old faflhionM, tis truje--but still runs in my heart 
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Mbte calm in its current— yet {lotentin force ; 
Less nilTJed by gales — but still stedfast in course. 
Though the lover, enn^itur-d^ no longer appears, — 
Tia the guide and the guardian cnligfateuM by years. 
All ripened, and mellowM, and softenM by time, 
The asperities polish'd which chafed in my prime ; 
I am fully prepared for that delicate end, 
The lairoae^s instructor, companion and friend. 
— ^And should I perceive you in fasiiion^s gay dance. 
Allured by the frippery mongers of France, 
Expose your weak frames to a cliill wintry sky 
To be nippM by its frosts, to be torn from tiic eye ; 
My soft admoniti(ms shall fall on your ear — 
Shall whisper those parents to wh(Mn you are dear<^ 
Shall warn you of hazards you heedlessly run, 
And sing of those fiilr ones whom frost has undone ; 
Briglit tons that would scarce op our horizon dawn, 
fire shrouded from sight, they were early withdrawn ; 
Gay sylph*, who have floated in circles below. 
As pure in their souls, and as transient as snow ; 
Sweet rofles, that bloomM and decayed to my e^-e. 
And of forms that have flitted and passM to the sky. 
But as to those brainless pert bloods oi our town, 
those sprigs of the ton who run decency down ; 
Who lounge and who lout, and who booby about} 
No knowledge within, and no manners without ; 
Who stai^ at each beauty with insolent eyes ; 
Who rail at tlioee morals their fathers would prize ; 
Who are loud at the play — and who \m\Aoos\^ <iv:^ 
Ifo eomc in their ciipa to tb« routs oi the ^t *, 
M 
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I ihdJl hold up 1D7 mirnii', to let them mrvey 
The Eguni tbey cut as they daab it amj ; 
SliDuId m; good bumored verse no amendment produi 
Uke Ksre crows, at least, tiiey shall Etill be of lue ; 
f?hall stitch them, id effigy, upin my rhymr. 
And hold tlicm aloftthriiugli the piugressof time, 
A« Ggurns of fun to muke ttie folks Uugit, 

Like that b h of an angel erecUd by PaS, 

" Whuthbtope," as be says," all de people whnt come 
" What smiln on drai all, and wh»t pi>ata on de trum. 
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JV.— TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1807 



KROiM MY ELBOW-CHAIE^ 



•haps there is oo class of men to wliicli the 
IS and literary are more ind(;bted than trav- 
; — I mean travel-mongers, who write whole 

m 

168 about themselves, their horses and their' 
(its, interspersed with anecdotes of inn-keep* 
•droll sayings of stage-drivers, and ii^teretting 
>irs of— the lord knows who. They will give 
(iill account of a city, its manners, customs, 
nnufactures ; thougli perhaps all their knowl- 
of it was obtained by a peep from their imi- 
^6, and an interesting conversation with the 
»rd or the waiter. America has had its share 
(se buzzards ; and in the name of my country- 
[ return thrjn profound thanks for the cA«!k> 
nts they hsLve lavished upon ti"b, "mA N^s^r ^^* 
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\ - riety of particulars concerning our own caun 

., prbich we should never have discovered wlU 

I 

their assistance. 
■'; Influenced hj such sentiments I am deligl 

to find that the Cockloft family, among its o\ 
whimsical and monstrous productions, is abou 
be enriched with a genuine travel-writer. Th: 
DO less a personage than mr. Jeaemy Cocklc 
the only son and darling pride of my cousin, 
Christopher Cockloft. I should have said « 
emy Cockloft, the younger ^ as he so styles himi 
by way of distinguishing him from II Sion 
Jeremv Cockloptico, a gouty old gentleman, ' 
flourished about the tiqie that Pliny the elder 
smoked to death with the fire and brimstoo 
Vesuviuj? ; and whose travels, if he ever tvrote i 
are now lost forever to the world. Jeremy i 
present in his one-and-twentieth year, and a ys 
fellow of wonderful quick parts, if you will trus 
the word of his father who having begotteo 
should be the best judge of the matter* He is 
oracle of the family, dictates to his sisters on i 
ry occasion, though they are some dozen or n 
years older than hin^self ; — and never did soft { 
mother better advice than Jeremy. 
As old Cockloft was determined his son sht 
ife both 9 scholar a^ a geatV^TSKamL, \^<b \o^ % 
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paios with his education, which was completed at 
our university, where he became exceedingly ex- 
pert in quizzing his teachers and playing billiards. 
No student made better squibs and crackers to 
blow up the chemical professor ; no one chalked 
more ludicrous caricatures on the walls of the col- 
lege ; and none were more adroit in shaving pigs 
and climbing l^htning reds. He moreover learn- 
ed all the letters of the greek alphabet ; cojuld de« 
monstrate that water never "of its own accord" 
rose above the level of its source, and that air ivias 
certainly the principal of life ; for he had been en- 
tertained with the humane experiment of a cat, 
worried to death in an air -pump. He once shook 
down the ash-liouse, by an artificial earthquake ; 
and nearly blew his sister Barbara, and her cat, 
oat of the window with thundering powder. He 
likewise boasts exceedingly of being thoroughly 
acquainted with the composition of laccdcmonlan 
black broth ; and once made a pot of it, which had 
well nigh poisoned the whole family, and actually 
threw the cook-maid into convulsions. But above 
all, he values himself upon his logic, has the old 
college conundrum of the cat with three tails at 
his finger's ends, and often hampers his fatlier with 
his syllogisms, to the great deW^ul o'C Wvi q\^ ^?ss\r 
XJeman ; who considers the ma^or, \tv\\\ov\ "aw^ ^^^*" 
H 2 
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doRioD, as almost equal in argument to the p 
the wedge, and the lever, in ndechanics. Ii 
my cousm Cocklotl was once nearly aqnih 
with astonishment, on hearing Jeremy tnu 
derivation of iMango from Jeremiah King ;-hi 
emiah King, Jerry King! Jerking, Gu'kin 
cumber. Mango ! in short, had Jeremy been 
dent at Oxford or Cambridge, he would, in all 
jibility, have been promoted to the dignit 
senior nrangkr. By this sketch, I mean no i 
agement to the abilities of other students < 
college, for I have no doubt that every conm 
mcntyshers into society lummarifs full a 
liant as Jeremy Cockloft the younger. 

Having made a very pretty speech on gr 
ting, to a numerous assemblage of old foil 
young ladies, who all declared tliat he was : 
fine young man, and made very handsom 
tures, Jeremy was seized with a great de 
see, or rather to be seen by the world ; apd 
father was anxious to glye him every possil 
vantage, it n^va determined Jeremy shoul 
(breign parts. In consequence of tliis reso 
))e has spent a natter of three or four mon 
visiting strange places ; and in the course 
travels has tarried soipe few days 2A. lYva « 
m^tnopoHs' of AJKaDgr «»A Pb\\ade\i^\i^. 
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Jeieinj hu ti«relled as every modem man at 
(enw should do ; that is, he judges of tbinp bj tba 
sample next at hand ; if he has ever any doubt on 
a subject, always decideg against the city where 
be b^tpeos to aajouni ; and invariablj t*kes home, 
as the standard by which to direct bis judgment. 

Going into his room the other day, when lie bafk 
pened to be absent, I lound a tnanusoript volume 
layii^ on hia table j and was oreijoyed to find it 
eootained notes and hiqts for a book of traveb 
which he intends publlshii^. He seems to have 
. taken a late fasbitHiable Iravel^^aonetr for hif mod- 
el, and 1 hare no doubt bis work will be equally 
instnu^tive and aoiusius with that of bis prototype. ' 
The foUowing are sonie extracts, whicli may nq^ 
Mpre atiintercstini; to my readers. 
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MEMORANDUMS 

■ 

FOR A TOUR, TO BE ENTITLED, 

- THE STRANGER IN NEW-JERSEY ; 
OR, COCKNEY TRAVELUNG:' 



HY JEREMY COCKLOFT, THE YOUNGER. 



CHAPTER I. 

The man in the moon* — preparations for depu 
ture — hints to travellers about paekiDg thei 
trunksf — straps, buckles and bed-eords— case c 
pistols, a to cockney — five trunks— three bandboa 
€s — a cocked hat— 4nd a medicine-chest, a lafrm 
catse«-parting advice of my two sisters — qiien 
■why old maids are so particular in their caution 



*' vide (Jstrr^s Stran?cr in lr«Aai\t\ . v\ -U- NN' vA\ 
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Against nanghty women— description of Fowled* 
Hook ferry-boats— might be converted into gun 
boats, and defend our port equally well with Alba* 
Dy sloops — Brom, the black ferryman — Charon- 
river Styx — ghosts; — major Hunt — good story—* 
ferryage nine-pence ; — city of Harsimus — ^built on 
the spot where the folk once danced on their 
stomps, while the devil fiddled ; — quere, why do 
the harsunites talk dutch ? — story of the tower of 
Babel, and confusion of tongues — get into the stage 
—driver a wag-»famous fellow for running 8tag» 
races— Ulled three passengers and crippled nine 
in the course of his practice — ^philosophical rea- 
sons why stage drivers love grog— Ksaiiseway — ditch 
cm each side for folk to tumble into— famous plaoft 
ibr skUly^oU ; philadelphians call *em tarapins-— 
roast them under the ashes as we do potatoes—* 
quere, may not this be the reason that the phi)- 
mdelphians are all turtle heads ? — Ilackensack 
bridge — good painting of a blue horse jumpii^ 
orer a mountain — ^wonder who it was painted by ; 
—mem. to ask the Baron de Gusto about it on my 
retbm ; — ^Rattle-snake hill, so called from abound- 
ing with butterflies ;— salt marsh, surmounted here 
and there by a solitary hay-stack; — more tarar 
|iins — wonder why the philadeVv^^axi^ ^owV ^sXsS^ 
JisJi a Ssheqr berCf and get a fateiaX. to; \\.\-As<^ 
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oyer the Passaic^rate of toli— ^escriptkui of toi^l 
boardfi-^toll manliad but one eje — story how it is 
passible he nun/ have lost the other— pence-ta- 
ble, &c.*— 



CHAP. 11. 

t 

Newark-Hsoted for its fine breed of fat mtis* 
quitoes — sting through the thickest bootf — storj 
about GaUynipers — ^Archer Gifibrd and his man Cal- 
iban—jolly fat fellows; — a knowing traveller al- 
ways judges of every thing by the inn-keepers and 
waiters ;{ set down Newark people all fat as but- 
ter — learned dissertation on Archer GifiS)rd'B green 
coat, with philosophical reasons why the newark- 
ites wear red worsted oight-caps, and turn their 
noses to the south when the wmd blows— NewariL 
academy full of windows — sunshine excellent to 
4nake little boys grow — Elizabeth-town — ^fine girls 



*^te{eCarr. f vidt Wc^i. tttfc Carr. vide Moore, vidt 
Weld, vide Parkinsoo. VuZe vifff., vu2e Liakum Fideliuf-', 
"tod vide Moessrs. TaCy llag, ^^^^^^V 



8ALMAGUNDI 9^1 

—vile musqui toes — ^plenty of oysters— quere, have 
oysters any feeling ? — ^good story about the fox 
catching them by his tail — ergo, foxes might be of 
great use in the pearl fishery ; — landlord member 
of the legislature — treats every body who has a 
Tote — mem. all the inn-keepers members of legis- 
lature in New- Jersey ; Bridge-town, vulgarly call- ' 
ed Spank'towUt from a story of a quondam parson 
and his wife — real name, according to Linkimi Fi- 
delius, Bridge-town, from bridge, a contrivance to 
gc5jt dry shod over a river or brook ; and torvn, an 
appellation given in America to the accidental as- 
semblage of a church, a tavern, and a blacksmith's 
shop — Linkum as right as my left leg ;^Rahway- 
river — good place for gun boats — wonder why mr. 
Jefferson dont send a river Jieet there, to protect, 
the hay-vessels ? — Woodbridge— landlady mend- 
ing her husband's breeches — sublime apostrophe to 
conjugal aflfection and the fair sex ;* — ^Woodbridge 
famous for its crab-fishery — sentimental correspon- 
dence between a crab and a lobster — digression to 
Abe lard and Eloisa ; — mem. when the moon is in 
Pisces, she plays the devil with the crabs. 



in'de The Sentimental KotztA^wc 
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CHAP. III. 

Brunswick — oldest town in the state— divisiori 
line between two coanties in the middle of the 
street ; — ^posed a lawyer with the case of a mail 
standing with one foot in each county — ^wanted to 
know in which he was dbmici/-— lawyer couldn't 
tell for the soul of him; — mem. all the Ntw>» 
Jersey lawyers nitim$; — miss Hay's boarding-school 
— ^yonng ladies not allowed to eat mustard^— and 
why ? — fat story of a mustard pot, with a good say- 
ing of Ding-Dong's ; — ^Vernon's tarem — fine place 
to sleep, if the noise would let you — another Cal« 
iban !— Vernon slew^eyed — ^people 'of Brunswick* 
of course, all squint ; — ^Drake's tayem— fine old 
blade — ^wears squ]Bu*e buckles in his shoes — tells 
bloody long stories about last war — people, of 
course, all do the same ; — ^Hook*em Snivy, the fa-* 
mous fortune-teller, born here— cotemporary with 
mother Shoulders — particulars of his history— died 
one day — lines to his memory, nhkh found their 
ivay into my pocA;«^-ftooA:;*— melancholy reflections 
on the death of great men — ^beautiiul epitaph on 



* vide CjtiT aad BUud BAt 
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CHAP. IV. 

Frincetoii— college — professors wear boots S— « 
stedents famous for their loye of a jest— «et the 
college on fire, and burnt out the professors ; an 
exeellent Joke, but not worth repeating — mem. 
ameriean students very much addicted to bumiu;^ 
doim colleges — reminds me of a good story, nothing 
at all to the purpose— two societies in the college 
—food notion— encourages emulation, and makca 
fittle bojs fi^t; — students famous for their eating 
and erudition — saw two at the tavern, who had Just 
fot their allowance of spending-moncy — laid it all 
out in a supper--^ot faddled, and d— — d the pro- 
tenors for nfaicoins. N. B. Southern gentlemen. 
— CSiurch-yard — apostrophe to grim death— saw a 
COif leedin^ on a grare— metempsychosis — ^who 
knows but the cow may have been eating up the 
sool of one of my ancestors — made me melancliolj 
and pensive for fifteen minutes ; — man planting cab- 
bages'^' — wonderc<} how he could plant them so 
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94 9AL.MAGUNDI 

straight — method of inole-catching — aoc 
— quere, whether it would not be a good 
ring their noses as we do pigs — mem. t 
it to the american agricultural society—] 
uiium perhaps ; — conunencement — stud 
a ball and supper-^company from New-Y 
adelphia and Albany — great contest wh 
the best english — albanians vociferous in 
mand for sturgeon — philadelphians gave t 
ence to racoon,* and splacnimcs — gave 
long dissertation on the phlegmatic iia 
goose's gizzard — students can't dance — a 
•ff with the wrong foot foremost — Dupe 
ioQ on that subject — sir Christopher Hi 
first man who ever turned out his toes i 
— great favorite with queen Bess on tha 
—sir Walter Raleigh — good story about 
ing — ^his descent into New Spaiu — £1 Don 
did— ilr. Paiiglos — miss Cunogundc— « 
at Lisbon — ^baron of Thuiidcrteutrone 
—monks— —cardinal Woolsey — pope Joj 
Jefferson— Tom Paine, and Tom the 
whew ! N. B. Students got drunk as n 



mA, 
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CHAP. V. 

Left Princeton— country finely diversified witl 
dieep and hay-stacks'"— saw a man riding alone in 
a waggon! why the deuce didn*t the bloclLhead 
ride in a diair? fellow must l>e a fool — ^particn- 
lar account of the construction of waggons-"-carts, 
wbeelbarrows and quaiMraps— saw a large floclL 
of crows— -concluded there must be a dead horse 
in the nei^borhood— mem. country reraarlcable 
ftr crows— won* t let the horses die in peace — anec- 
dote of a Jury of crows— stopped to give the horses 
water — good looking man came up, and asked me 
if I liad seen his wife ? heavens ! thought I, how 
ttrange it is that this virtuous man should ask me 
about liis wife— story of Cain and Abel— stage- 
driver took a ijvig — ^mem. set down all the people 
» dnmkards— old house had moss on the top- 
wallows built in the roof— better place than old 
lens' bcanls — story about that— derivation of 
ords kippi/, kippy^ kippy and sko(hpigj[ — ncgro- 



* vide. CaxT . 
^ vide CnrrU Ictuncd dmvatwtv ot V'-Z vn^"^"^ 
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driver could not write his own name — languishing 
state of literature in this country ;* — phiiosophica] 
inquiry of *Sbidlikens, why the aoiericaus are to 
much inferior to the mobility of Cheapside and 
Shore-ditch, and 'why they do not eat plum-pod- 
ding on Sundays ;*— superfine reflections about aii^ 
thing. 



CHAP. VI. 

Trenton— built above the head of navigation to 
encourage commerce— capital of the statef — only 
wants a castle, a bay, a mountain, a sea, and ft 
Tolcano, to bear a strong resemblance to the ba^ 
of Naples — supreme court sitthig— fat chief justice 
—used to get asleep on the bench after dinner 
— gave Judgment, I suppose, like Pilate's wife, 
from his dreams— reminded me of Justice Bridle- 
goose deciding by a throw of a die, and of the ora* 
ele of the holy bottle — attempted to luss the cham- 
ber-maid—boxed my ears till they rung liko our 



* Moore. ^C-airti. 
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tlieatre-bell-^irl had Ibst one tooth— mem. all 
the american ladies prudes, and have bad teeth ; 
— Anacreon Moore's opinion on the matter.— 
State-house— fine place to sec the sturgeons Jump 
up— qucrc, whether sturgeons Jump up by an im- 
pulse of the tail, or whether they bounce up from 
the bottom by the elasticity of their noses— Lhik* 
urn Fidelias of the latter opinion — I too— stur- 
geons* DOse capital for tennis-balls — learnt that at 
school— went to a ball— negro wench principal 
musician !— N. B. People of America have no fid- 
dlers but females !— origin of the phrase, ** fiddle 
of your heart**— reasons why men fiddle better 
Hum the woooen ;— expedient of the amazons who 
were expert at the bow ; — waiter at the city-tar- 
crn — good story of his — nothing to the purpose- 
sever mind — fill up my book like Carr — make it 
tell. Saw a democrat get into the stage followed 
^ his dog.* N. B. This town remarkable for 
ogs and democrats — superfine sentimentf — good 
ory from Joe Miller^— ode to a piggin of butter 
pensive meditations on a mouse-hole— make a 
)k as clear as a whistle ! 



* Moore. ^CA.t\ 
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»0. v.— SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 1807. 



r»OM Mr ELBOW-CHAIR. 



The following letter of my friend Mustapha 
Bppears to have been written some time subsc- 
qQent to the one already published. Were I to 
Judge from its contents, I should suppose it was 
suggested by the splendid review of the twenty- 
fifth of last November ; when a pair of colors was 
presented, at the City-Hall, to the regiments of 
artillery ; and when a huge dinner was devoured, 
by our corporatiou, in the honorable remembrance 
vf the evacuation of this city. I am happy to find 
hat the laudable spirit of military emulation which 
"eTails in our city has attracted the attention of » 
*anger of Mustapha*s sagacity ; by military emu- 
ion I mean that spirited rivalry in the size of a 
Hie length of a featlvev, ttjA \)aft ^\«|5s^\s^««^^ 
V of a sirord belt. 
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XJETTER 

FROM MISTAPHA RUB-A-DUB lEL I KHAN, 

to jIMallah Eb*n al Rahab, surnamcd. the srufftr^ 
miiUary cenlinel at the gate <ifhis highneu* 

palucc. 



Tbou hast heai-d, oh, Abdallah, of the great 
gician, Mulef Fuz, who could change a bloonh 
ing land, blessed with all the eiysiaii charms flf 
hill and dale, of glade and grove, of fruit and fiav" 
er into a desert, frightful, solitary and tbrlom;^ 
who with the wave of his wand could transform 
even the disciples of Mahomet into grinning apes 
and chattering monkeys. Surely, thought I t» 
myself this morning, the dreadful Muloy has been 
exercising his infernal enchantments on these on* 
happy infidels. Listen, oh, Abdallaii, and wonder! 
Last night I committed myself to tranquil slum* 
ber, encowpasscA with a\\ Ihe vaoiioVowws v«i)L«iA 
ofpeace^ and this moruing 1 a-w^e, cweV>Y^\ 
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ike noifc, the bttstle, the clangor, and the shouti 
of war. Eveiy thing was changed as if by magic* 
An immense army had sprung up, iike mushrooms, 
in a night ; and ail the coblers, tailors, and tinkers 
of the city had mounted the nodding plume ; had 
become, in the twinkling of an eye, heUnetted he- 
roes and war-worn reterans. 

Alarmed at the beating of drums, the brayiii^ 
of trumpets, and the shouting of the multitude, I 
dressed myself in haste sallied forth and followed 
a prodigious crowd of people to a place called the 
battery. This is so denominated, I am told, from 
hariiig once been defended with formidable mooden 
bulwarks, which in the course of a hard winter 
were tkr\fiily pulled to pieces by an economic cor- 
poration, to be distributed for fire-wood among the 
poor ; this was done at the hint of a cunning old 
eofineer, who assured them it was the only way. 
in ffhich their fortifications would ever be able to 
keep np a waitn fire. EcoiroMv, my friend, is the 
watch-word of this nation ; I haye been studying 
for a month past to divine its meanhig, but truly 
am as much perplexed as ever. It is a kind of 
national starvation; an experiment how many com- 
ibrts and necessaries the body politic can be de- 
prived of before it perishes. It Yws a\x^^^ wyct^ 
/ ^ a MmontsbJe d^ree ot* debUVty, %JsA^ffWJ«w«fe^ 
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to Rharc pie fate ol' ihc Arabian pbikwoph« 
jHwred that he could live witliout food bnt 
tunatelj died juet as he bad brought his < 
meot to perfectian. 

On arrivii^ at the batteiy I found an in 
arnij of eii bunsred sien, drawn up in 
mussulinan crescent. At first I suppose 
was in complimeDt to myssir, but m; intei 
informed rae that it was done merely for i 
room ; tbo corporation not being able to 
them suOkient to display in a straight line, 
expected a display of some grand evoluliw 
military mameuTrcs, 1 determined to remain 
qui] spectator in hopes tliat I might poEsil 
lect some hints which might be of service 

This great body of men I perceived was 
the command of a small boihain, in yelki 
gold, with white Doddiog plumes and most 
dablc whiskers ; which, contrary to the tri| 
fashion, were in tlie Jieigbborliood of his t 
stead of his nose. He had two atttmdaiitt 
aid-ilc^amps, (or tails) being similar to a I 
with two tails. The bashaw, tboicgh coiiii 
in chief, seemed to have little more to d 
Bij'selfi be was a speclatot wiihin the lines 
ttilbDul ! be Wis rleiir of the tabb\« an&\ 
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compassed by them ; this was the only difference 
between us, except that he had the best opportu^ 
Bity of showing his clothes. I waited an hour or 
two with exemplary patience, expecting to see 
some grand military evolutions or a sham battle 
exhibited ; but no such thhig took place ; the n^en 
stood stock still, supporting tlieir arms, groaning 
under the fatigues of war, and now and then send- 
ing out a foraging party to levy contributions of 
beer and a tavorite beverage which they denomi- 
nate grog. As I perceived the cro><d very active 
in examining the line, irom one extreme to the 
other, and as I could see no other purpose for 
which these sunshine warriors should be exposed 
80 long to the merciless attacks of wind ^d weath- 
er, I of course concluded that this mast be the 
review. 

In about two hours^the army was put in motion, 
and marched through some narrow streets, where 
the economic corporation had careiiilly provided 
a soft tvarpet of mud, to a magnificent castle of 
painted bri<?k, decorated with gi-an<l pillars of pine 
boards. By the ardor which briglitcncd in each 
rountcnanre, I soon perceived that this castle was 
to undci'j^o a vij;orous attack. As the ordnance of 
llio caslio uas poifcctly 8ilcu\, ww^ ^> \X\sr3 XvaA 
BiitJ'fnj^ but a sii-Qhrht street lo ^iVvwivcc WvcwvjJS^ 



104 SALMAGITNW 

they made their approaches with great couragji 
and admirable regularity* until within about a huD 
dred feet of the castle a pump opposed a fbmiida 
ble obstacle in their way, and put the whole am^ 
to a nonplus. The circumstance was sudden am 
unlooked for ; the commandu^ officer ran over al 
the military tactics with which his head was cram 
med, but none offered any expedient for the presen 
awful emergency. The pump maintained its post 
and so did the commander ; there was no knowioj 
which was most at a stand. The commandini 
officer ordered his men to wheel and take it ii 
flank ; — the army accordingly wheeled and cam 
full butt against it in the rear, exactly as the] 
were before : — " wheel to the left !" cried ih 
officer ; they did so, and again as before the invet 
erate pump intercepted their progress. *' Rjgh 
about, face !** cried the officer ; the men obeyed 
but bungled ; — \hey faced back to back. Upon thi 
the bashaw with two tails, with great coolness, no 
dauntedly ordered his men to push right forward 
pell-mell, pump or no pump ; they gallantly obey 
cd ; after unheard-of acts of bravery the pump wa 
carried, without the loss of a man, and the arm; 
firmly entrenched itself under the ?ery walls c 
tAe castle. The bashaw had then a council of wa 
^ith his officers ; the most 'vi^oto^^toip'^"sw<s&^^ 
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resolTed on. An advance gnard of mnskians were 
ordered to attack the castle without mercy. Then 
the whole band opened a most tremendous battery 
of drums, fifes, tambourmes, and trumpets, and 
kept up a 'thundering assaalt, as if the castle, like 
the walh of Jericho, spoken of in the Jewish chron- 
icles, would tumble down at the blowing of rams 
horns. After some time a parley ensued. The 
grand bashaw of the city appeared on the battle- 
ments of the castle, and as far as I could under- 
stand from circumstances, dared the little bashaw 
of two tails to single combat ; — ^this thou knowest 

was in the style of ancient chiyalry : the little 

bashaw dismounted with great intrepidity, and as- 
cended the battlements of the castle, where the 
great bashaw waited to reeeive him, attended by 
numerous d^nitaries and worthies of his court, one 
of whom bore the splendid banners of the castTe. 
The battle was carried on entirely by words, ac- 
cording to the unirersal custom of this country, of 
which I shall speak to thee more fully hereafter. 
TTie grand bashaw made a furious attack in a 
speech of considerable length ; tlie little bashaw, 
by no means appalled, retorted with great spirit. 
The grand bashaw attempted to rip him u^ ^ntibk. 
an argument, or stun him wilb a. 6oV\^ ^"a«X.\ ^JQ^ 
tbe little ibaahaw parried them >>oV\i ^\>3s^ ^Assas* 
K 
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ble adroitness, and nin him clean througl 
through with a syllo^m. The grand basha^R 
overthrown, the banners of the castle jh 
up to the little bashaw, and the castle surrei 
ed afler a vigorous defence of three hours,— <1 
which the besiegers suffered great extremity 
maddy streets and a drizslmg atmosphere4 

On returning to dinner I soon discovered 
as usual I had been indulging in a great misl 
The matter was all clearly explained to me 
ftllow lodger, who on ordinary occasions mov 
the humble character of a tailor, but in the ] 
ent instance figured in a high military station 
nominated corporal. He informed me that ^ 
I had mistaken for a castle was the splendid pi 
of the municipality, and that the supposed at 
vrss nothing more than the delivery of a flag g 
by the authorities, to the army, for its magi 
mous defence of the town for upwards of tw 
years past, that is, every since the last war ! 
my friend, surely every thing in this counti 

on a great scale ! the conversation inseni 

turned upon the military establishment of 

nation ; and I do assure tliee that my friend, 

tailor, though being according to a national 

rerb, but the ninth part of a man^ ^^1 ^xxsja 

himself on mi/itary concerns as abVy «ls lYift • 
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bashaw of the empire himself. He observed that 
their rulers had decided that wars were yery use- 
less and expensive, and ill befitting an economic, 
philosophic, nation ; they had therefore made up 
their minds neTer to have any wars, and . conse- 
quently there was no need of soldiers or military 
discipline. As, however, it was thought highly 
ornamental. to a city to liave a number of men 
drest in fine clothes and feaUurSf strutting about 
the streets on a holiday-»-and as the women and 
children were particularly fond of such ranee 
siunvSf it was ordered that the tailors of the dif- 
ferent cities throughout the empire should, forth- 
witli, go to work, and cut out and manu&cture 
soldiers as fast as thcii* sheers and needles would 
permit. 

These soldiers liavc no pecuniary pay ; and 
their only recompense for the immense services 
which they render their country, in tlieir volunta* 
ry parades, is the plunder of smiles, and winks, 
and nods which they extort from the ladies. As 
they have no opportunity, like the vagrant arabs, 
of making inroads on their neighbors ; and as it Ls 
necessary to keep up their military spirit, the 
town is therefore now and then, but particularly 
on two days of the year, ^^ea >v^ \}qs^s tv^^s^^. 
The arrangements arc coutiVf e^ >'^^ ^teass^^ 
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address, so that every officer from the bashaw down 
to the dnim-OBSLJor, the chief of the emmchs, or 
musicians, siiall haye his share of that invahiabiB 
booty the admiratioa of the fior. As to the aol* 
diers,.poor animals, thej, like the privates in all 
great armies, liave to bear the brunt of daiiger and 
&tigae, while their officers reeeive all the glory 
and reward. The narrative of a parade day vrill 
exemplify this more clearly. 

The chief bashaw, in the plenitude of his au- 
thority, orders a grand review oi the whole army 
at two o'clock. The bashaw with two tails, that 
he may have an opportunity of vaporing about 
as greatest man on the field, orders the army to 
assemble at twelve. The kiaya, or colonel, as he 
is called, that, is commander of one hundred and 
twenty men, orders his regiment or tribe to col- 
lect one mile at least from the place of parade 
at eleven. Each captain, or fag-n^ as we term 
them, commands his squad to meet at ten at 
least a half mile from the regimental parade ; and 

. to cslose all, the chief of the eunuchs orders hk 
infernal concert of fifes, trumpets, cymbals and 
kettle-drums to assemble at ten ! from that mo- 
ment the city receives no quarter. All is ncrfse, 
iKfoUiigf bubbuh and combuatjoii. ^^erf 'iv^qdu^^^ 

d^r, crMckf and Joop-hol^ Cioidl \)i« ci^ite\.\.ci >>«^ 
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celler, is crowded with the fascinating iair of all 
ages and of all complexions. The mistress smiles 
through the windows of the drawing-room ; the 
chubby chambermaid lolls oat oi the attic case- 
ment, and a host of sooty wenches roll their white 
eyes aud grin and chatter from the cellar door. 
Erery nymph seems anxious to yield roluntarily 
that tribute which the heroes of their country de- 
mand. First struts the chief eunuch* or drum-ma, 
jor at the head of his sable band, magnificently ar* 
rayed in taiiiished scarlet. Alexander himself 
could not have spumed the earth more superbly. 
A host of ragged boys shout in his train, and inflate 
the bosom of the warrior with tenfold self-compla- 
cency. After he has rattled his l^ettle-drums 
through tlie town, and swelled and swaggered like a 
turkey-cock before all the dingy Floras, and Dianas, 
and Junoes, and Didoes of his acquaintance, he re- 
pairs to his place of destination loaded with a rich 
booty of smiles and approbation. Next comes the 
Fag-rag, or captain, at the head of liis mighty band, 
consisting of one lieutenant, one ensign, or mute, 
ibur sergeants, four corporals, ono drummer, one 
fifer, and if he has any privates so much the better 
lor himself. In marching to the regimental parade 
he is sure to paddle throu^\i ^^ioie «\i^^V ^^ >kdr. 
wliich is lionored with the rei^VAcwie o1 V^^^w^s^-'^'^ 
K 2 
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or intended, whom he reiokitelj lays luder » 
heavy contribation. Truly it is delectable to he* 
hold these heroes, as they march along, cast side 
glances at the ufiper windows; to^ollect the smUes, 
the nods, and the winks, which the enraptsred 
fair ones layish profhsely on the magnanimons de- 
fenders of their coontiy. 

The Fag-rags bavii^ con-Jncted their squads to 
their respective regiments then comes the turn of 
the colonel, a bashaw with no tails, ibr all eyes 
are now directed to him ; and the fag-rags, and 
the eunuchs, and the kettle-drummers, hayii^ had 
their hour of notoriety, are confounded and lost in 
the military crowd. The colonel sets his whole 
regiment in motion ; and mounted on a mettle- 
fome charger, frisks and fidgets, and capers, and 
^nges in front, to the great entertainment of the 
multitude and the great hazard of himself and his 
neighbors. Haying displayed himself, his trap- 
pings, his horse, and his iMNrsemanship, he at length 
arrives at the place of general rendezvous ; blessed 
with the universal admiration of his country w(^ 
men. I should perhans mention a squadron of hardy 
veterans, most of whom have seen a deal of service 
during the nineteen or twenty years of their ez- 
Msteace^ and who, most gorgeously equ\pv^'^^^'^ 
JfekeU ajnd breeches, trol and andAe, 
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gallop, and scamper like little devils through eve* 
ry street aod oook and comer and poke hole of the 
eity, to the great dread of all old people aiid sage 
matrons with yoang children. This is truly sub- 
lime ! this is what I call making a mountain out 
of a mole-hill. Oh, my friend, on what a great 
«6ale is every thing in this country. It is in the 
style of the wandering arabs of the desert EMk. 
Is a village to be attacked, or a hamlet to be plun- 
dered, the whole desert, for weeks beforehand, H 
in a buss ; — such marching and counter-marehing, 
ere they can concentrate their ragged forces ! and 
the consequence is, that beibre they can bring 
their troops into action, the whole enterprise Is 
bk>wn. 

The army being all happily collected on the bat- 
tery, though, perhaps, two hours after the time ap* 
pmnted, it is now the turn of the bashaw, with two 
tails, to dlstu^ish himself. Ambition, my friend, 
is implanted alike in every heart, it pervades each 
bosom, from the bashaw to the drum-major. Tliis 
is a sage truism, and I tnist, therefore, it will not be 
disputed. The bashaw fired with that thirst for 
glory, inseparable from the noble mind, is anxious 
to reap a full share of the laurels of the da.>j -aasA 
bestr off his portion of feinalc p\uTiAet • 1t>ftfc ^rocwv^ 
beat, tbeSfes whistle* the standax^vywe V^^»^l^ 



HG SALMAGUNDI 

once entertained a sneaking kindness when at gram- 
mar school ; and she m return had invited him to 
come and drmk some of it ; a cheap way enough of 
paying off little obligations. I readily acceded to 
Will's proposition, expecting much entertainment 
from his eccentric remarks ; and as he has been ab- 
sent some few years, I anticipated his surprise at 
tae splendor and elegance of a modem rout. 

On calling for Will hi the evening, I found him 
full dressed, waiting for me. I contemplated him 
with absolute dismay. As he still retained a spark 
of regard for the lady who once reigned in his ai- 
feetions, he had been at unusual pains in decorar 
ting his person, and broke upon my sight arrayed 
in the ti'ue style that prevailed among our beaux 
some years aga His hair was turned up and tuft- 
ed at the top, frizzled out at the ears, a profusion 
of powder puffed over the whole, and a long plait- 
ed club swiuig gracefully from shoulder to shosl- 
der, describing a pleasing semieircle of powder and 
pomatum. His claret-colored coat was decora- 
ted with a profusion of gilt buttons and reached to 
his calves. His white casimcrc small clotlies were 
so tight that he soenied to have grown up in them ; 
and his ponderous legs, which are the thickest part 
of his body, were beautiVuWy c\cA\\^AVti ^yj«\i\>Wi 
*'//Jt stockingfi once cousidcveA «» \i<i«otftwv^. 'SfoX. 
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above all, he prided himself upon his waistcoat of 
China silk, which might almost hare served a good' 
housewife for a short-gown ; and he boasted that 
the roses and tulips upon it were the work of iVaTi^-^ 
JFVm, daughter of the great ChinrChin-Fou, who 
had fallen in love witli the graces of his person, 
and sent it to him as a parting present ; he assured 
me she was a remarkable beauty, with sweet obli- 
quity of eyes, and a foot no larger than tlie thumb 
of an alderman ; — ^he then dilated most copiously 
on his silver-sprigged dicky, which he assured mc 
was quite the rage among the dashing young man- 
darins of Canton. 

I hold it an ill-natured oflBcc to put any man out 
of conceit witli himself; so, though I would wil- 
lingly have made a little alteration in my friend 
Wizard's picturesqne costume, yet I politely com- 
plimented him on his rakish appearance. 

On entering the room I kept a good look out on 
Will, expecting to see him exhibit signs of sur- 
prise ; but he is one of those knowing fellows who 
are nevei'^ surprised at any tiling, or at least will 
never acknowledge it. He took his stand in the 
middle of tb^ floor, playing with his great steel 
watch-chain ; and lookmg rouud otv VYxifc Qa\w^'wss!C^ ^ 
the furniture and the pietwrcR, "wxXVv \\v«i ■^^•s ^^^ ^ 
fnan *'who had seen d-: — <V Sv\ie\: \Vvw^ Vv>^ 
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time ;*' and to my utter confusion and dismay, I 
saw liim coolly pull out his Tillanous old japanned 
tobacco-box, ornamented with a bottle, a pipe, 
and a scurry motto, and help himself to a quid in 
iace of all tlie company. 

I knew it was all in vain to find fault wHh a fel^ 
low of Wiirs socratie turn, who is never to be put 
out of humor with himself; so, after he had given 
his box its prescriptive rap and returned it to his 
pocket, I drew Inm into a corner where be might 
observe the company without being prominent 
objects ourselves. 

** And pray Who is that stylish figure," said Will, 
*^ who blazes away in red, like a volcano, and who 
seems wrapped in flames like a fiery dragon ?"— 
That, cried I, is miss Laurel i a Dash a way ; — she 
is tiie highest flash of the ton — ^has much whim and 
more eccentricity, and has reduced many an un* 
happy gentleman to stupidity by her charms ; yon 
see she holds out the red flag in token of ** no quar- 
ter/* " Then keep me safe out of the sphere of her 
atti-actions," cried Will, "I would not e'en come in 
contact with her train, lest it should scorch mc 

like the tail of a comet. But who, I beg of you, 

is that amiable youth who Is handing along a youn^ 

Jae/jr and at the same time contenipV^it^^his^ sweet 

person m a mirror as he passes'!** lV^&Tx^m^^ ^^^ 
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I, isBacrDiKPLK;— he is aunirersal uniler, and 
w«iild travel rrom Did to Beenheba and smile <n 
every body as be passed. Dimple is a slave to the 
ladies — a hero at tea-parties, nod is fkiDOUS at tiie 
jiiroutt and the pigeon-wi^ ; & Gddle-stick m his 
idol, and a dance liis e^luin. " A very pt'etty 
yoon^ gentleman, truly," cried Wizard, " he pe- 
Tninds me of a eotemporai^ beau at Hayti. Tou 
must know that the magnanlinous Dessaliaes gave 
a freat ball to l/b court one line snltry summer's 
CTeohig ; Dessy and me nere great cronies i— 4ibik1 
and glove :^ne of the mest coHdcsceuding gi'cat 
men 1 ever Itnew. Such a display of black and 
yclloir beauties ! such a show of Madras lianillier- 
chiefs, red beads, cocks-tails and peai-cocka featb* 
crs '■ — it was, as here, who should wear tbe highest 
top-knot, dr^' tbe longest tails, or cxbAit the 
greatest variety of combs, colors and gew-gam- 
In the middle (^ the rout, when all was buzz, slip- 
slop, clack and perfume, who fliould enter but 
TucKT SQUASH ! The yellow beauties blushcil blue, 
and the black ones blushed as red as Ihey could, 
with pleasure ; and there was a universal agitation 
of fans ; every eye brightened and wMtened to see 
Tnchy i for be was the pride af the coart, the pink. 
afeoartesy, the mirror of tastdaa,\b^wS«n!0«Mk^ 
all tbe sable Mr <m»s of H^yU. ?>iitV>M»:»*.'fe' 
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nose, such exuberance of 1^! his shins had the 
trae cucumber cure ; — his face hi dancing shoBP 
like a kettle ; and, provided yoo kept to windward 
of liim in summer, I do not know a sweeter yootb 
hi all Hayti than Tucky Squash. When he laugh- 
4)d, there appeared from ear to ear a cheTanX'-de- 
frize of teeth, that rivalled the shark*s in white- 
iiess ; he could whistle like a north-wester ; play oo 
a three-stringed fiddle like Apollo ; and as to danc- 
ing, no Long-Island negro could shuflte yon ** dou- 
ble-trouble,*' or *' hoe com and dig potatoes*' more 
scientifically : — ^in short he was a second Lothario. 
And the dusky nymphs of Hayti, one and all, de- 
clared him a perpetual Adonis. Tucky walked 
about, whistlii^ to himself, without regarding any 
body ; and his nonchalance was irresistible.** 

I found Will had got neck and heels into one of 
his travellers stories ; and there is no knowing how 
far he would liave run his parallel between Billy 
Dimple and Tucky Squash had not the music 
struck up, from an adjoining apartment, and sum- 
moned the company to the dance. The sound 
seemed to have an inspiring effect on honest Will, 
and he procured tlie hand of an old acquaintance 
for a country dance. It happened to be the fash- 
MOMbJe one of '* tiic Devil aiuon^ \]de lu\nr&^** 
frMcA is so vociferously dcmaiid'^d «A. cvet^ >i^ 
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and assembly : and many a torn gown, and many 
an unfortunate toe did rue the dancing of that 
night ; for Will, thundering down the dance like a 
eoach and six, sometimes right, sometimes wrong ; 
now running over half a score of little frenchmen, 
and now making sad inroads into ladies' eobweb 
jnuslins and spangled tails. As every part of WilP.s 
body partook of the exertion he shook from lii^ 
capacious head such Tolumes of powder, that like 
pious Eaeas on the first interview with queen Dido, 
he might be said to have been enveloped in a cloud. 
Nor was Will's partner an insignificant figure in tlie 
scene ; she was a young lady of most voluminous 
proportions, that quivered at every skip ; and be- 
ing braced up in the fashionable style with whsile- 
bone, stayrtape and buckram, looked like an ap- 
ple pudding tied in the middle ; or, taking her 
flaming dress into consideration, like a bed and 
bolsters rolled up m a suit of red curtains. The 
dance finished. — I would gladly have taken Will 
eff^ but no ; — he was now in ope of liis happy moods 
and there was no doing' any thing with him. He 
insisted on my introditciug him to miss Sophv 
Sparkle, a young lady nmivalled for playful wit 
and innocent vivacity and who, like a brilltawt. 
iadds lustre to the front of tashiou. V ^-ico^^vw^^ 
presented hurt to her, and >>ega.w ^ cawxeT?^>s; 
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in which, I thought, he might take a si 
no such thing. Will took his stand be 
straddling like a Colossus, vnih his hai) 
pockets, and an air of the most profou 
ticn ; nor did he pretend to open his lip: 
time, until, upon some lively sally of 
electrified the whole company with a n 
erablc burst of laughter. What was t< 
ivith such an iucorrigible fellow ? — to at 
distress, the first word he spoke was to 
Sparkle that something she said remind 
a circumstance tha^t happened to him in 
and at it he went, in the true travell 
described the Chinese mode of eating 
chop-sticks ; — entered into a long eulogh 
succulent qualities of boiled bird^s nee 
made my escape at the very moment 
was on the point of squatting down on 
to show how the little Chinese Joshes 
logged. 







/ 



SALHAOUin)! 



TO THE LADIES- 



PINDAR COCKLOFT, JESQ. 



Though jogging dowii the hill of KFp, 
Without the combrt oTa nifE ; 
Xoi though I ee'cr a helpmate choir. 
To ttDcl iTif liouat ojid mead my hose ; 
WiLhr^-UVDiypcrKOnto adorn, 
Add ipTUce me up on Sunday mom ;— 
Still do I loie the gentle sex, 
And irtiU with carei my brain perplex 
To keep Uic fair ones o( the age 
UuulUed as the spoUen page ; 
All pore, all simple, all re6ned, 
TItc aneetnt nlace of mankind. 

I bate the loose itundioug jeA 
To beuiUei ;podecl ear addren. 
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And Hold that frowns Bhoiild never iaQ 
To check each smooth, bat fobome tale: 
But he whose iminoas pen should dare 
Invade the mcMrals of the fiur ; 
To taint that puritj divme 
TThich should each female heart enshrinie ; 
Though soft hia vitious strains should swell, 
As those which erst from Gahriel fell. 
Should yet be held aloft to shame, 
And foul dishoncM: shade his name. 

Judge then, mj friends, of my surprise, 
The ire |hat kindled in my eyes. 
When J relate, that t'other day 
I went a morning call to pay. 
On two young nieces ; just come down 
To take the polish of the town : 
By which I mean no more or lesi 
Than a Jafrancaist to undress ( 
To whirl the modest waltz* rounds, 
Taught by Duport for mug t^i pounds. 
To thump and thunder through a song, 
Play forUs soft and dolccU strong ; 
Exhibit loud puxrw feats. 
Caught fitmi that crotchet-hero, M eetz : 
To drive the rose bloom from the face, 
And fix the lily in its place ; 
To doff the white, and in its stead • 
To bounce about in brazen red. 

Wbik ID the parlor 1 delayed, 
TJU they their pevsom bad arr^y'd, 
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A dapper vdnme aaiht BDjr eye, 
That on the window chanced to lie 
A book*s a friend — I always choose 
To turn its pages and penue :— 
It proved those pocma known to fame 
For praising every cyprSan dame ;— 
The bantlings of a dapper yoath. 
Renowned for gratitude and truth ; 
A little pest, hight Tommy Moors, 
Who hoppM and ski(^*d our country o'er ; 
Who sippM our tea and lived oo sops, 
RevelPd on syllabubs and slops, 
And when his brain, of cobweb 6ne, 
Was fuddled with five drops of wine, 
Would all his puny loves rehearse, 
And many a maid debauch — inverse^. 

Surprised to meet in opoi view, 
A book of such lascivious hue, 
I chid my nieces — but they say, 
Tis all the passion of the day ; — 
That many a fashionable belle 
Will with enraptured accents dwell 
On the sweet morceau she has found 
In tliis delicious, curst, compoimd ! 

Soft do the tinkling numbers roll, 
And lure to vice the unthinking soul ; 
They tempt by sc^test soiinds away. 
They lead entranced the heart astray \ 
And Satan's doctrine Bweet\y mv^. 
As with a seraph^s hcaveoVy cf^Vn^. 
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Such sound?, so good, old Homer sang. 
Once warbled from the siren*8 Umgae ; — 
Sweet melting tones were heard to pour 
Along Ausonla^s sun-g|lt shore ; — 
Seductive strains in aether float, 
And every wild deceitful note 
That could the yielding heart assail, 
Were wafted on the breathing gale ; — 
And every gentle accent bland 
To tempt Ulysses to their strand. 
And can it be this book so base, 
Is laid on every Vindow-case ? 
Oh ! foir ones, if you ^11 profane 
Those breasts were heaven itself should reign ; 
And throw those^re rccessf^ wide, 
Where peace and virtue should reside ; 
To let the holy pile admit 
A guest unhallowed and unfit ; 
Pray, like the frail ones of the night, 
Who hide their wanderings firom the light, 
So let your errors secret be. 
And hide, at least, your fault from me : 
Seek some bye comer to explore 
The smooth polluted pages o'er : 
There drink the insidious poison in, 
There slily nurse your souls for sin : 
And while that purity you blight 
Which stamps you messengers of light. 
And sap those mounds the god%\)e%lo\7^ 
To keep you spotless here below ; 
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Who joy, not otiiy in the tace, 
Bnt in thai moM eialted (Brt, 
Tbe Baercd t*mple of the heart ; 
Oh '. hide forever frooi our view. 
The fatal a^ichief you purene: — 
Let HBN your praiMi itilteialt, 
AnJ none but iiKoiu maum your li 
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NO. VI.— FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 1807. 



FROM MT ELBOW-CHAIR. 



The Cockloft family, of which I have made such 
freqaent mention, is of great antiquity if there be 
any truth in the genealogidjU tree which hangs up 
in my cousin's library. They trace their descent 
from a celebratiBd roman knight, cousin to the pro* 
geoitor of his majesty of Britain, who left his na^ 
tive country on occasion of some disgust ; and com- 
ing into Wales became a great &Torite of prince 
MadoCt and accompanied that famous argonaut in 
the voyage which ended in the discorery of this 
eontinent.. Though a member of the family I 
have sometimes ventured to doubt the authentici- 
ty of this portion of their annals, to the great yez- 
ation of cousin Christopher ; who is looked up ta 
as the head of our house ; and who, though as or- 
thodox as a bishop, would sooner fjLve w^ the yiW^^ 
decalogue than lop off a sin|^\e Wm^ oii >iX^VMBii^ 
ree. From time iinmeiiion»\> *^ >»^ ^o^'^^ ^ 
M 
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rule for the Cocklofts to marry one of their mrk 
name ; and, as they always bred like rabbits, the 
family has increased and multiplied like that of 
Adam and Eve, In truth their number is almost 
incredible ; and you can hardly go into any part of 
the country without starting a warren of genuine 

' Cocklofts. Every person of the least obseryatioo, 
or experience, must have observed that where 
this practice of marrying cousins, and second cons- 
fais, prevails in a family, every member, in the 
eourse of a few generations, becomes queer, hnmor- 
ods and original ; as much distinguished from the 
common race of mongrels as if he was of a difier^ 
eat species. This has happened in our family, and 
particularly in that branch of it of which mr. Chris* 
topher Cockloft, or, to do him Justice, mr. Chris- 
topher Cockloft, esq. is the head. — Christopher iSr 
in fact, the only married man of the name who re- 
sides in town ; his family is small, having lost most 
of his children, when yopng, by the excessive care 
he took to bring them up like vegetables, lliis 
was one of his first whim-whams and a confounded 
ope it was ; as his children might have told, had they 
not fallen victims to his experiment before they 
could talk. He had got, from some qaack pbiloso- 

pber or other, a notion that lYietc vf%& ^«s«s^^\fc 
between children and \A3i\\t5, ^t^ VV^X. \\wn 
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wt^t to be both reared alike. Accordingly he 
sprinkled them every morning with water, laid 
tiiem out in the sun, as he did his geraniums ; and, 
if the season was remarkably diy, repeated this 
wise experiment three or four times of a morning. 
The consequence was the poor little souls died 
one after the other, except Jeremy and his two sisr 
ters ; who, to be sure, are a trio of as odd, nmty, 
nuunmy-looking originals as ever Hogarth fancied 
in his most happy moments. Mrs. Cockloft, the 
larger if not the better half of my cousin, often re- 
Bonst rated against this vegetable theory ; and 
even brought the parson of the parish, in which 
my cousin's country house is situated, to her aid ; 
bat in vain : Christopher persisted, and attributed 
the failure of his plan to its not having been exact- 
ly conformed to. As I have mentioned mrs. Cock- 
le^ I may as well say a little more about her 
whiie I am in the humor. She is a lady of woo* 
deri'ui notability, a warm admirer of shiuuig m&* 
hogaiiy, clean hearths, and her husband ; who she 
cousiderii tiie wisest man in the world, bating Will 
Wizard and the parson of our parish ; the last of 
whom is her oracle on all occasions. She goes con- ' 
stantly to church every Sunday and Saints-day ; 
aod iusists upon it that no ma.u\v» v\wMv\\&^Vft "^srkb^ 
B paJpit unless he hs^ been ov^>«i«^>^^ ^\s>^s«s^ 
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nay, so fyt does she carry her orthodox;; 
the BTgumeDt Id the world will never penii 
that B presbjteriao or b^>tiEt, or Gven a a 
hu any possible chuee of going to heavea. 
every thing elBe, howerer, she abhors pa 
Can scarcely refrain from laying vioteot hi 
a pantbeon when she meets with it ; and « 
ni^ gmnglnto hyEterics, when my constai 
one of his b(^ should be christeued after i 
reate, beeaase the parson of the parish had 1 
Uiat Pindar was the name of a pagan writer; 
for his h>Te of boxing matches, wrestlhig, an 
racing. To sum up all her qualifications 
shortest passible way, mre. Cockloft, is in t 
sense of the phrase, a good sort of a woman 
often congratulate my cousin on possessii 
The rest of the family consists of Jerem; 
loft, the younger, who has already been m 
ed, and the two miss Cocklofts, or ratt 
young ladies, as they hare been called by I 
Tanta time out of mind ; not that they ai'f 
young, the younger beUig somewhat on ti¥ 
side of thirty, but it has ercr been the cui 
calleTCiy member of the family young und 
Ja the south-east cmner of the lionse, 1 hoi 
pouggsmo of an old faatdoned B.vax\m«&« 
tnynlfaod my elbow-chair *tb safiiweA 
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vurselres undisturbed, save at meal times. Tbls 
apartment old Cockloft has facetiously denomi- 
nated cousin Laimcc^s paradise ; and the good old 
Sentiemau has two or three favorite jokes about 
a, which are served up as regularly as the stand- 
ing family dish, of beef-stakes and onions, which 
every day maintains its station at the foot of the 
tablet i*) defiance of mutton, poultry, or even 
¥cnison itself. 

Though the family is apparently small, yet like 
noft old establishments of the kind it does not 
vant for honorary members. It is the city ren- 
dezvous of the Cocklofts » and we are oontinually 
enliyened by the company of half a score of uncles, 
aunts, and cousins in the fortieth remove, from all 
parts of the counti7, who profess a wonderful re- 
gard for cousin Christopher ; and ovenvhelm every 
member of his household, down to the cook in the 
kitchen, with their attentions. We have for three 
weeks past been greeted with the company of two 
worthy old spinsters, who came down from the 
country to settle a law-suit. They have done lit- 
tle else bat retail stories of their village neigh- 
bors, knit stockings and take snuff all the time 
they have been here ; the whole family are bewilr 
dered with church-yard taVes oIl sYi^^\»^^fipw^^\ 
vrJiltc horses without heads, aad YiVOdXax^^ ^gs^ 
M 2 
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8 ID their battocks ; and not one of tlie old ser- 
its dare budge an inch after dark withoat a nn- 
3rons company at his heels. My consio's visit- 
's, howcyer, aht'ays return his liospitality with 
ne gratitude, and now and then remind him of 
Jielr fraternal regard, by a present of a pot of apple 
sweetmeats, or a barrel of sour cidor at Christmas. 
Jeremy displays himself to great advantage among 
his country relations, who all think him a prodigy ; 
and often stand astounded, in " gaping wond«^ 
ment,** at his natural philosophy. He lately 
frightened a simple old uncle almost out of his 
wits, by giving it as has opinion that the earth 
would one day be scorched to ashes by the eccen- 
tric gambols of the famous comet, so much talked 
of; and positiyely asserted that this world revol- 
ved round the sun, and that the moon was certain- 
ly inhabited. 

The family mansion bears equal marks of anti- 
quity with its inhabitants. As the Cocklofts ar 
remarkable for their attachment to every thir 
that has remained long in the family, they a 
bigoted towards their old edifice, and I dare i 
would sooner have it crumble about their ears t 
abandon it. The consequence ;s, it has bee 
patched up and repaired, that it Yias become v 
o/' wbims and oddities as its tenant ; re^^f 
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be nursed and humored like a gouty old codger 
of an aldefman ; and reminds one of the famoui^ 
ship in which a certain admiral circumnavigated 
the globe, whiob was so patched and timbered, 
kk order to preserve 50 great a cariosity, that 
^ length not a particle of the original remaij»- 
ed. Whenever the wind blows the old mansion 
flMkes a most perilous groaning ; and every storm 
is sure to make a day*s work for the carpen- 
ter, who attends npon it as regularly as the fam- 
ily physician. This predilection for every thing 
that has been long in the family shows itself in ev- 
ery particular. The domestics are all grown grey 
hi the service of our house. We have a little, old, 
crusty, grey-headed negro, who has lived through 
two or three generations of the Cocklofts ; and of 
eonrse has become a personage of no little impor- 
tance in the household. lie calls all the family 
by their christian names ; tells long stories about 
how he dandled them on liis knee when they were 
children ; and is a complete Cockloft chronicle for 
the last seventy years. The family carriage was 
made in the last french war, and the old horses 
were most indubitably foaled in Noah's ark ; re- 
sembling marvellously, in gravity ^^ dftmft«asw> 
those sober animals whicli may \ife ^^^col "ms^ ^a^ ^ 
ihe year in the streets of Pl\\V^^e\^\v»-. N^^J^^ 
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their suails' pace, a dozen in a row, aod harmotuoas-' 
Ij jingling their bells. Whlm-whams are the inher* 
itance of the Cocklofts, and every member of the 
household is a humorist sui generif, from the ma&- 
ter down to the footman. The yerj cats and 4ogs 
are humorists ; and we have a little runtj scouho 
drel of a cur, who, whenever the church bells riiq;, 
will run to the street door, tui-n up his nose in the 
wind, and howl most piteously. Jeremy insists 
that this is owing to a peculiar delicacy in the or- 
ganization of his ears, and supports his position hj 
many learned arguments which nobody can undert 
stand ; but I am of opinion that it is a mere Cock- 
loft whim-wham, which the little cur indulges, be- 
ing descended from a race of dogs which has flour- 
ished in the family ever since the time of my 
grandfather. A propensity to save every thing 
that bears the stamp of family antiquity, has ac- 
cumulated an abundance of tnimpery and rubbish 
with which the house is iucumbered from the cel- 
lar to the garret ; and every room, and closet, and 
corner, is crammed with three legged chairs, clocks 
without hands, swords without scabbards, cock- 
ed hats, broken candlesticks, and looking-glasses, 
with frames carved into fantastic shapes of feath- 
ered sheep, wooUy birds, and oUier aiv\m'st\% IVcA. 
A?re no name except in books or beraUry, t\tfi 
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ponderom inahogaDy chairs in the parlor are of sudi 
onvneldx proportions that it is quite a serious un- 
idertaking to gallant one of them across the room ; 
and sometimes make a most equiYocal noise when 
ytm set down in a hurry ; the mantlepiece is dec- 
anted with little lacquer^ earthen shej^ierdessee; 
lome of which are Without toes, and others with- 
out noses ; and the fire place is garnished out with 
dutch tiles, exhibiting a great variety of scripture 
pieces, which my good old soul of a cousin takes 
infinite delight in explaining. — ^Poor Jeremy hates 
them as he does poison ; for while a yonker, he was 
obliged by his mother to learn the history of a tile 
every sunday morning before she would permit him 
to join his play-mates ; this was a terrible affiur for 
Jeremy, who, by the time he had learned the last 
bad forgotten the first, and was obliged to begin 
^^Mn. He assured me the other day, with a round 
college oath, that if the old house stood out till 
he inherited it, he would ha?e these tiles taken 
out, and ground into powder, for the perfect ha- 
tred he bore them. 

My cousin Christopher enjoys unlimited author- 
ity in the mansion of his forefathers ; he is truly 
what may be termed a hearty old b\aAfc^ Vaa» "*. 
Ihrid, sunshiae countenance ; axid Vi -^wv v?V\ ^\^ 
pndsehis wine, and laugh at liVa V»'^%XjQ»\ve!&^^'«K« 



138 SALMAGUNDI 

seli' and his hoase are heartily at your service.^— 
The first conditioii is indeed easily complied with, 
for, to tell the tmth, his wine is excellent; bat 
his stories, being not of the best, and often re^ 
peated, are apt to create a disposition to yawn ; 
being, in addition to their other qualities, most anv 
reasonably long. His prolixity is the more afflictr 
ing to me, since I have all his stories by heart; 
and when he enters upon one , it reminds ipe of 
Newark causeway, where the traveller sees the 
end at the distance of several miles. To the great 
misfortune of all his acquaintance, cousin Cockloft 
is blest with a most provoking retentive memory ; 
and can give day and date, and name and age and 
circumstance, with the most unfeeling precision. 
These, however, are but trivial foibles, forgotteOi 
or remembered, only with a kind of tender res- 
pectful pity, by those who know with what ^ rieli 
redundant harvest of kindness and generosity his 
heart is stored. It would delight you to see with 
what social gladness he welcomes a visitor into his 
house ; and the poorest man that enters his door, 
never leaves it without a cordial invitation to sit 
down, and drink a glass of wine. By the honest 
fyrmers round his country-scat, he is looked up to 
with love and reverence ; tkve^ ue^ct ^g«s&\^sii\s<|^ 
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IkmiKes, and receiving a cordial sliake of his lib- 
eral hand. There are but two classes of people 
who are thrown out of the reach of his hospitalityt 
and these are frenchmen and democrats. The old 
gentleman considers it treason i^^ainst the majestj 
of good breeding, to speak to an^ Tisitor with hia 
bat on ; but, the moment a democrat enters hia 
door, he forthwith bids his man Pompey brii^ hit 
hat, puts it on liis head, and salutes him with an 
i^palling " wcJl, sir, what do you want with 
me?" 

He has a profound contempt for frenchmen, and 
firmly believes, that they eat nothing but irogi 
and soup-maigre in their own country. This un» 
hicky prejudice is partly owing to my great aunt 
Pamela, having been, many years ago, run away 
with by a french count, who turned out to be the 
son of a generation of barbers ;— and partly to a 
little vivid spark of toryism, which bums in a se- 
cret comer of his heart. He was a loyal subject 
of the crown, has hardly yet recovered the shock 
of independence ; and, though he does not care to 
own it, always does honor to his majesty's birth* 
day, by inviting a few cavaliers, like himself, to 
burner ; and gracing his table witli tdot^ \3aaxL ^$e» 
*iiDBry festivity. It' by chance t\io. rersroVixWww ^» 
mcntionnti holhvc him, my co«shi ibakJCft^w'^^^'^ ' 
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aad you maj see, if you take good notet a larking 
smfle of contempt ia the conier of his eye, wliich 
marks a decided disapprobatioii of the soand. He 
once, in the fuhiess of his heart, observed to me 
that green peas were a month later than they 
were under the old government. But the mast 
eccentric manifestation of loyalty he ever gave, 
was making a voyage to Halifax for no other rea- 
son under iieavcn, but to hear his majesty prayed 
ibr in church, as he used to be here formerly. 
This he never could be brought iairly to acknowl* 
edge ; but it is a certain fact I assure yon. It is 
not a little singular that a person, so much giveo 
to long story-telling as my cousin, should take a 
Uking to another of the same charac^ter ; but so it 
is with the old gentleman : — liis prime iavorite and 
companion is Will Wizard, who is almost a mem- 
ber of the fiunily ; and will sit before the fire, with 
his feet on the massy andirons, and smoke bis d- 
garr, and screw his phiz, and spin away tremendoas 
long stories of his travels, for a whole evening, to 
the great delight of the old gentleman and lady ; 
and especially of the young ladies, who, like Des* 
demona, do ** seriously incline,** and listen to him 
with looumerable ^' O dears,'* ** is it possibles,*' 
'* goody graciouscs,* ' and \ooV \!i\^\i \i\sii ^:& ^ ^^^^ 
^Od Sinbad tlie sailor. 
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'the Jbiss Cocklofts, whose pmrdoa I crave for 
Wot having particularly introduced them beiore, 
are a pair of delectable damsels ; who, having pur- 
toined and locked up the family-bible, pass for Juftt 
what age they please to plead guilty ttf. Barba- 
ra, the eldest, has long since resigned the charac- 
ter of a belle, and adopted that staid, sober, de* 
mure, snuff-taking, air, becoming her years and 
discretion. She is a good-natured soul, whom I 
never saw in a passion but once ; and that was oc- 
casioned by seeing an old favorite beau of hers, 
kiss the hand of a pretty blooming girl ; and, in 
troth, she only got angry because, as she very 
properly said, it was spoiling the child. Her sis- 
ter Margs&y, or Maggie, as she is familiarljr 
termed, seemed disposed to maintain her post as 
a belle, until a few months since ; when accident- 
ally hearing a gentleman observe that she broke 
very fast, she suddenly left off going to the assem^ 
bly, took a cat into high favor, and began to rail^ 
at the forward pertness of young misses. From 
that moment I set her down for an old maid ; and 
so she is, *' by the hand of my body." The young 
ladies are still visited by some half dozen of vet- 
eran beaux, who grew and iU>ut\%\i<&4 Vsi \2a!& \umflk 
i0jt, when the miss Cocklofts were ^\\x\\ft ^vCAi«»^^^ 
bat have been bnished rather tudeVf Vj l^ift>K»»^ 

N 



142 SALMAGUNDI 

of time, who, to saj the truth, can do ahnost vxf 
thing but make people yoangt They are, notwith- 
standing, still warm candidates for female favor ; 
look venerably tender, and repeat over and over 
the same hmieyed speeches and sugared sentiments 
to the little belles that they poured so profuse^ 
hito the ears of their mothers. I beg leave here 
to give notice, that by this sketch, I mean no re- 
flection on old bachelors ; on the contrary I bold 
that next to a fine lady, the ne plus vUrOf an old 
bachelor to be the most charmii^ being npoD 
earth ; m as much as by living in ** single blessed- 
ness,*' he of course does just as he pleases ; and if 
he has any genius, must acquire a plentiful BtodL 
of whims, and oddities, and whalebone habits ; 
without which I esteem a man to be mere beef 
without mustard i good for nothing at aU, bnt to 
nm on errands for hidies, take boxes at the thea- 
tre, and act the part of a screen at teapparties* 
or a walking-stick in the streets. I merely speak 
of these old boys who infest public walks, ponnoe 
upon ladies from every comer of the street, and 
worry and frisk and amble, and caper before, be- 
hind, and round about the fashionable belles, Iflce 
old poaies in a pasture, strivmg to supply the ab- 
seoce of jouthful whim anv\ YiWaxWy^ \s5 ^grafnna 
and grinSf and artificial VvvfucW.?. "V \«w«i wwi^ 
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times geeD oao of these ** reverend youths** en* 
deavoring to elevate his wintry passions into 
something like love, by baskii^ in the sunshine oi' 
beauty ; and it did remind me of an old moth at- 
tempting to fly through a pane of glass towards a 

' Ught without ever approaching near enough to. 
warm itself, or scorch its wings. 

Never, I firmly believe, did there exist a family 
that went more by tangents than the Cocklofts. 
Every thing is governed by whim ; and if one mem- 
ber starts a new freak, away oil the rest follow on 
like wild geese m a string. As the family, the ser- 
vants, the horses, cats and dogs, have all grown old 
together they have accommodated tJiemsclves to 
each others habits completely ; and tliough every 
body of them is full of odd points, angles, rhom- 
boldi, and ins and outs, yet some how or other, they 
harmonice together like so many straight lines; and 
it is truly a grateful and refreshing sight to see 
them agree so well. Should one, however, get out 
of tune, it is like a cracked fiddle, the whole con- 
cert is ajar ; you perceive a cloud over every brow 
in the house, and even the old chairs seem to ciieak 
^Ifetuosso. If my cousin, as he is rather apt to do, 
betray any symptoms of vex&Uoiv Qt \m!('A&>ave»i^xi^ 
mMtter about what, he is worried \joAe^>iXiNR\\>2iva:^ 

^Jrie^ which ansiver no other ^udYmXXft. ^^\stf«N' 
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«tn.te the good wUl of the inquirer, aod fmt faimia 
a passion ; for every hody knows liow proroking it 
■ ii to be cut short in afit of the blues, by an imper- 
tinent ^estioa about " what is the matter ?'* whea 
a man can*t tell liimself. I remember a few months 
ago the old gentleman came home in quite a squall ; 
kicked poor Caesar, the mastiili out of his way, as 
he came through the hall ; threw his baton the ta- 
ble with most Tiolent emphasis, and pulling out his 
box, took three huge pinches of snuff, and threw a 
fourth into the cat*s eyes as he sat purring his as- 
tonishment by the fire-side. This was enough to set 
the body politic going ; mrs. Cockloft began *' my 
dearing" it as fast as tongue could moTe » the young 
ladies took each a stand at an elbow of his chair ;— 
Jeremy marshalled in rear; — the serrants came 
tumbling in ; the mastiff put up an inquiring nose; 
^— and even grimalkin, after he had cleaned hii 
whiskers and finished sneezing, discovered indubitar 
ble signs of sympathy. After the most afiectien^ 
ate inquiries on all sides, it turned out that mj con- 
sin, in crossing the street, had got lus silk stockings 
bespattered with mud by a coach, which it seems 
belonged to a dashing gentleman who bad formerly 
supplied the family with hot rolls and muflbis ! mrs. 
CockJoft thereupon tamed \ip Viet <i^e*^ «niV ^Cmj^ 
jTmiDg ladies their noses ; anditYrwi^d^QS^^ «da6a^^ 
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wliole ccu^regation to hear the coavenation which 
took place conceming the insolence of upstarts, and 
the ynlgaritj of woald-be gentlemen and bdies, who 
strhre to emerge from low life by dashing about in 
carriages to pay a risit two doors oiT; giring parties 
to people who laugh at them, and cutting all their 
old friends. 



THEATRICS. 



BT WILLIAM WIZARD, ES(^. 



I wont a few evenings since to the theatre accom 
panied by my friend Snivcrs, the cockney, who is a 
man deeply read in the history of Cinderella, ValciH 
tine and Orson, Blue beard, and all those recondite 
works so necessary to enable a man to understand 
the modem drama. Snivers is one of those intolera- 
ble fellows who will never be pleased with any thing 
nntil he has turned and twisted itdWQt%N«^>3%^^s^^K^ 
if it corresponds with his notions o^ ewv^jviVe^ \ -mA 
99 he is none of the quickest ia YiVs t«X\oc:\saaXX«sa^^^ 
N 2 
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will sometimes oome out with lus fSpprabatioB, 
when every body else hare forgotten the cuise 
which excited it* Snivers is, iooreoTer» a greiit 
critic, for he finds i^lt with every thing ; this be- 
ing what I understand by modem criticism. He, 
however, is pleased to acknowledge that onr thea- 
tre is not so despicable, all things considered ; and 
really thinks Cooper one of our best actors. The 
play was Othello, and, to speak my mind freely, 
I think I have seen it performed much worse ii 
my time. The actors, I firmly believe, did their 
best ; and whenever this is the case no man has % 
right to find fault with them in my opinion. Little 
Rutherford, the Roscius of the Philadelphia the- 
atre, looked as big as possible ; and what he wanted 
in size he made up in frowning. I like frowning in 
tragedy ; and ii' a man but keeps his forehead ia 
proper wrinkle, talks big, and takes long strides on 
the stage, I always set him down as a groat trage- 
dian ; and so docs my friend Snivers. 

Before the first act was over. Solvers began ta 
flourish his critical wooden sword like a harlequin. 
He first found fault with Cooper for not liavittg 
made himself as black as a negro ; ** for,*' said he* 
** that Othello was an arrant black, appears from 
sereraJ expressUmti of the play ; aft !(ot V&&\asvcft« 
,f thick lipa^ ' • goaty lK)Soin,' and a. t^sWtj ^ ^iOai* 
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<eGS. I am inclined to think,*' continued hc» ** that 
Othello was an cgyptiaB, by bu'th, from the cir- 
'Cumstauce of the handkerchief given to his inother 
by a native of tliat countiy ; and, ii'so, lie certain* 
Ij was 88 black as my hat : for Herodotus has told 
lis, that the egyptiaus had flat noses and frizzled 
imr; a clear proof that they were all negroes/* 
Ue did not confine his strictures to this single ei> 
r9r of the actor, but went on to run him down in 
toto. In this he was seconded by a red-hot phila> 
delphian who proved, by a «tring of most clo- 
jguent logical puus, tiiat Fennel was unquestiona^ 
bly in every respect a better actor than Cooper. 
I know it was vain to contend with him, since I 
recollected a most obstinate trial of skill these 
two great Roscii had last spring in Philadelphiu. 
Cooper brandished liis blood-stained duggcr at tli*; 
theatre— Fennel flourished his suufl*-box and sliook 
his wig at the Lyceum* and the 4Uilbrtunate phil- 
adelphians were a long time at a Ioks to decid'. 
which deserved the palm. The tilcrati were In- 
clined to give it to Cooper, because his name wa:^ 
the most fruitful in puns ; hot then, on the other 
side, it was contended that Fennel was tlie bes; 
greek scholar. Scarcely was the town. oC &\.veLv,> 
ifurgh ID a greater hub-bub abcviV ^^'fc ^^vwxVsiRse*^"- 
ifrsuiger*s nose ; aod it waa vfcU^^-^^^^^^'^^ 
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of the university did not get into the dispute, else 
it might have become a battle of foliocR. At 
length, after much excellent argqmcnt had been 
expended on both sides, recourse was had to Coo- 
ker's arithmetic and a carpenter*s rule ; the rlral 
candidates were both measured by one of their 
most steady-handed critics, and by the most ex- 
act measurement it was proved that mr. Fennel 
was the greater actor by three inches and a quar- 
ter. Since this demonstration of his Interiority, 
Cooper has never been able to hold up his head in 
Philadelphia. 

In order to change a conversation in which my 
favorite suffered so much, I made some inquiries 
of the philadelphian concerning the two heroes of 
his theatre, Wood and Cain ; but 1 had scarcely 
mentioned their names, when, whack ! he threw 
a whole handfhl of puns in my fkce ; twas like a 
bowl of cold water. I turned on my heel, had re- 
course to my tobacco-box, and said no more about 
Wood and Cain ; nor will I ever more, if I can help 
it, mention their names hi the presence of a phil- 
adelphian. Would that they could leave off pun- 
ning ! fbr I love every soul of them, with a cordial 

a/lbotioD, warm as their own generous hearts, and 
poandless as their hospitality. 

Piiri^g the perlermance, 1 \cei;>l ml «t^ «^ ^i^ 



^SALMAGUNOI 149 

•coDDtcnauce of my friend, the cockney ; because 
having come all tlie way from England, and hay* 
ing seen Kemblc once, on a visit >vhicii he made 
iVom the button manuiactory to LunnuT^ I tbouglit 
liis phiz might serve as a kind of thermometer to 
direct my manifestations of applause or disappro- 
batioo. I might as well have looked* at the back- 
side of his bead ,' for I could not, with all my peer- 
ing, perceive by his features that he was pleased 
with any thing— except himself. His hat was 
twitched a little oa one side, as mudi as to say, 
** denmie, Via your sorts !" he was sucking the 
end of a little stick; he was *'gemman'* from 
head to foot ; but as to his face, there was no more 
expressk>n in it than in the face of a Chinese lady 
on a teacup. On Cooper's giving one of his gun- 
powder ei:pl«sioiis of passion, I exclaimed, ** fjne, 
very flne !*' ** Pardon me,'* said my friend Sniv- 
crs, '* this is damnable ! — ^the gesture, my dear sir, 
only look at the gesture ! how horrible ! do you 
not observe that the actor slaps his forehead, 
whereas, the passion mot having arrived at the 
proper hci.^ht, he should only have slapped his-^ 
pocket-flap ?— -this figure of rhetoric is a most im- 
portant stage trick, and the pro^t irauN&s^scaKs^. 
of it is what peculiarly AVsUugav&Yi^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ 
Utr from the 4nere pk>d<\Vn% iitfic\»»«ca^ \wSprt» 
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Difiereut degrees of passioa require difiereQt shtfWr 
whkh we critics have reduced to a perfect maa- 
iiaU improYiDg upon the principle adopted hf 
Frederic of Prussia, by deciding that ao actor, 
like a soldier, is a mere machine ; as thus— U|e a^ 
tor, for a minor burst of passion, merely sla^ his 
pocket-hole ; good ! — for a major burst, he slaps Us 
breast ; — very good ! — ^but for a burst maximus, he 
whacks away at his forehead, like a brave feUow ; 
—this is excellent ! — nothing can be finer than an 
exit, slappiog the forehead from one end of tha 
stage to the other.*' '* Except,** replied I, **0Be 
of those slaps qn the breast, which I have some- 
times admired in some of our &t heroes and hero- 
ines, which make I heir whole body shake and 
quiver like a pyramid of jelly. 

The philadelphiau had listened to this conver- 
sation with profound attention, and appeared de- 
lighted with Snivers* mechanical strictures ; twas 
natural enough in a man who chose an actor as he 
would a grenadier. He took the opportunity of a 
pause, to enter into a long conversation with my 
frieud ; and was receiving a prodigious liind of in* 
formation concerning the true mode of emphasis- 
ing conjunctions, shifting scenes, snuffing candlesa 
mhf making thunder and ligYilim^., XioWet \]tasi^Qi«L 
/C^ ^t every day from the sty, ^ vtacXas^ ^\. 
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tfae royal thesitres ; when, as ill luck woald have it* 
they happened to run their heads full butt against 
a new reading. Now this was " a stumper,'* 
as oar old friend Paddle would say ; for the philfr- 
delplilans are as inreterate new^reading hunters 
as the cocknies ; and, for aaght I know, as well . 
akiUed in finding them out. The philadelphlan 
tbereapon met the cockney on his own ground; 
and at it they went^ like two inveterate ears at a 
bone. Snivers quoted Theobald, Hanmer, and a 
host of learned a)mmentator8, who haye pinned 
themselves on the sleere of Sbakspeare*s immor« 
tality and maide the old bard, like general Wash- 
in^on, in general Washington's life, a most di- 
minutive figure in his own book ; — his opponent 
chose Johnson for his bottle-holder, and thundei^ 
ed him forward like an elephant to-bear down the 
ranks of the enemy. I was not long in discover- 
ing that these two preekms Judges had got hold of 
that unlucky passage of Shakspeare which, like a 
straw, has tickled and puzzled and confounded ma- 
ny a somniferous buzzard of past and present time. 
It was the celebrated wish of Desdemona, that 
heaven had made her such a man as Othello.-^ 
Snivers insisted, that *' the g^nUe l>«&^«n&«Ya2^ 
merely wished for such a man fot ^ "ViiasXswD^ 
ifft/cfc ID ail conscience was a roodesl ViftV tiwsM^^ 
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and yery natiiral m a yoong lady who migl] 
filblj iiave had a predilection for flat noses ; 
certain philosophical great man of onr daj. 
philadelphian contended with all the vehe 
of a member of oof^ress* moving the bo 
baye '* whereas,'* or " also," or ** neyerthi 
struck ont of a'lHll, that the jonng ladj \ 
heavens had made her a man instead of a v 
in. Older that she might have an opportui 
seeing the "anthropophagi, and the men 
heads do grow beneath their shoulders;** 
was a very natural wish, considering the cui 
of the sex. On being referred to, I incohtii 
decided in faror of the honorable membe 
^poke fast; inasmuch as I think it was a 
foolish, and therefore very natural, wish 
young lady to make before a man she wisl 
marry. It was, moreorer, an indication > 
violent inclination she felt to wear the bn 
i^hlch was afterwards, in all probability, gra 
if we may judge fron» the title of " our ca] 
captain,*' given hnr by Cassio, a phrase ^ 
in my opinion, indicates that Otliello was, a 
tims, most ignominiously hen-pecked. I b 
/iTF aT^meuts staggered Snivers himself, i 

looked confoundedly que^t, ^A!i«^<\\»s\.« 

vort/ OD the subject. 
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A little while after, at it he went again on an- 
oilier tack ; and began to find fault with Cooper's 
manner of dying ;— «** it was not natural,** he said, 
for it had lately been demonstrated, bj a learned 
doetw of physic, that when a man if mortally 
stabbeid* he ought to take a flyii^ leap of at least 
fire feet, and drop down *' dead as a salmon in a 
fishmonger's basket." — Wheneyer a man, in the 
predicament above mentioned, departed finom this 
fiindamental rule, by falling flat down, like a ]<^, 
and rollmg about for two or three minutes, ma^ 
king speeches all the time, the said learned doc- 
tor maintained that it was owing to the wayward- 
ness of the human mind, which delighted in flying 
in the face of nature and dying in defiance of all 
her established rales. — ^I replied, " for my part, I 
held that every man had a right of dying in what- 
ever position he pleased ; and that the mode of 
dohig it depended altogether on the peculiar char- 
acter of the person going to die. A persian could 
not die in peace unless he had his face turned to 
the east ;— « mahometan would always choose to 
have his towards Mecca ; a frenchman might pre- 
fer this mode of throwing a somerset ; but myn- 
heer Van Brumblebottom, the BoscIua <si Bs^\.\»t^ 
daw, always chose to thunder dovj\\ «ii\v» ^^a^- «!>^ 
'^ODor H'/ionever he receivec\ a. TOftT\»X -^vqro^^-s* 



1 <■ 



B^Bg A man of pooderatu dimeiuioiu this I 
mmt elMlrifying effect, for the whole th 
** ■book like Oljupiu at the nod of Jore." 



;■,. ptiURiiBipiuaii ' 

V '^ iiun, aod iwore that mjnlieer miiEt be great 



djing tcene, since be knew bow to mak 
most Df hu latter end. 

it it the inveterate Ciy of stage-critics, ti 
aetAT does not pertbrm the chancter uati 
if^ hj chance, he h^ipcDs not to die exact 
tile; MoaU hare faiin. 1 think the exhiUti 
a pla; at Fekio would salt them ezactlj ; . 
wish, with all my heart, they would go the> 
tee one : nature is there imitated with the 
scrapuIonB eiactness iu erery trifling pulii 
Here an uDhapp} lad; or geDtleman, who 
pens nnluckilf to be poisoned or stabbed, ii 
on the stage to writhe and groan, and make 
at the audience, until the poet pleases thej s 
die; while the honest iblks of the dramatii 
tona, bless their hearts! all crowd round 
yield most potent assLttancc, by crying and lai 
ing iDost rociferously 1 the audience, tender 
pull out their while pocket handkerchiefs, 
their tjCR, blow tlieir noses, and swear it is 
rai an life, while the pooT actnr is left, to die 
out coauaoa ctaristiau comiorX, ^ (Auii^ 
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• 
^optrary, the first iMog thej do is to run for the 

doctor and tehowc^ or notary. The audience are 
entertained throughout the fifth act with a learn- 
ed consultation of physicians, and if the patient 
most die, he does it setunium ortmni and always 
is allowed time to make his will. The oelebrateci 
ChoW'dhow, was the completest hand I eyer saw 
at killing himself; he always carried under his 
robe a bladder of bull's blood, which, when be 
gave the mortal stab, spirted out, to the infinite 
delight of the audience. Not that the Mies of 
China are more fond of the sight of blood than 
those oi our own country ; on the contrary, they 
are remarkably sensitire in this particular ; and 
we are told by the/great LkAiun Fidelius, that 
the beautiful Ninny Conseqna, one of the ladies 
iff the emperor's seraglio, ionee fainted away on see*- 
ing a fayorite slave's nose bleed ; since which tima 
refinement has been carried to such a pitch, tl|at 
a buskined hero is not allowed to run himself 
through the body in the &ce of the audienoe.— 
The immortal Chow-Chow, in conibrmity to this 
absurd prejudice, wheneyer he plays the p4rt of 
Othello, which is reckoned his master-piece, al- 
ways keeps a bold front, stabs himself silly be- 

JUnd, and is dead before anyX^^y «iQcsQm^N&^d»^ 

i^« lus giren the inortal blow. 



IM 
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P. S. Juif as this ivas goiog (.o prcsa, 1 » 
rormed by Evergreen that Othello had iioi 
perliirmed here the lord knows when ; no n 
1 am not the first that bos criticised a pbj 
out seeing it, and Lhi; critique will answer f 
lut perlbmiaiicc, if that was a dozen years 
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NO. VII.— SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 1807. 



LETTER 

FROM MUSTAPBA RUB«4«IH7B KCLI KV1N« 

fo Aicm Hacekem, principal dmt-driver to ku 
higkiuss tke boihanj qf Tripdu 



I promised in a fimver letter, good Aseiii,tlwtl 
would fbrnisli thee witb m 'few hints respecting 
tiie nature of the goremment by which I am 
held in duraiiee.«^Tliou^ my inquiries for tliat 
purpose liave been industrious, yet I am not per« 
fectly satisfied with their results ; for thou mayest 
easily imagine tliat the Tision of a captive is over- 
shadowed by the mists of illusion and prejudice . 
and the horinm of his speculations must be liorit- 
ed hideed. I find that the people of this eountiy 
are strangely at a loss to A«eVjerEDtoft XSafc '^a^ws.^ 
and proper character oC \lie\t ^opi«wot«s«*- ^^« 
ibeir dervises are extremeAy \% ^)^ totV ^^» ^ 
02 
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(larticular, and are continually indulging in t^ie' 
most preposterous dlsquisitions^ on the subject ; 
some have insisted tliat it savors of an aristocrat 
cy ; others maintain that it is a pure democracy ; 
and a third set of theorists declare absolutely 
that it is nothing more nor kss than a mobocracy. 
The latter, I must confess, tliough still wide in 
error, have come nearest to the truth. You of 
course must understand the meaning pf thes^ dii- 
ferent words, as they are derived from the ancient 
greek language and bespeak loudly the verbal 
poverty of these poor infidels who cannot utter 
a learned phrase without laying the dead langua- 
ges under contribution. A man, my dear Asem, 
who talks gppd sei^se in h|s i^Uve tongue, is held 
iu tolerable cstimatifMi. in this country ; but a fool^ 
who clothes his feeble • ideas in a fpre^u or an- 
tique garb, is bowed down teas a literary prodigy. 
While I conversed with these people in plain 
cnglish ; I was but little attended to ; but the 
moment I prosed away i;i greek, every one look- 
ed up to me with veneration as an oracle. 

Although the deryises differ widely m the par- 
ticulars above-mentioned, yet they all agree in 
terming tbeir goverment cue of lUe most pacific 
in the knowQ world. 1 cannot Vie\\> y^^jVa-g, >i>aa\t 
/^opraace and smiling, at times, toscemVo N5\a: 
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ridiculous errors those nations will wander who 
arc unenlightened by the precepts of Mahomet, 
pur divine prophet, and uumstnicted by the five 
hui^drcd and forty-nine books of wisdom of the im- 
mortal Ibraliim Hassan al Fusti. To call this na- 
tion pacific ! most preposterous ! it reminds pe of 
the title assumed by the shcck of that murderous 
tribe of wild arabs, that desolate the valleys of 
Belsaden, who styles himself star of courtesy — 

BEAM OF THE MERCY SEAT ! 

The simple tnith of the matter is, that these 
people arc totally ignorant of their own true char- 
acter ; for, according to the best of my observa-: 
tJon, tliey are the ipost warlike, and I must say, 
the most savage nation that I have as yet discov- 
ered among all the barbarians. They are not oBr 
ly at war, in their own way, with almost every 
nation on ca^th, but they are at the same time 
engaged in the most complicated knot of civil 
wars that eyer infested any poor unliappy country 
on which All a has deiiounce4 his malediction I 

To let tliee at once into a secret, which is un- 
known to these people themselves, their govern- 
ment is a pure unadulterated looocracy, or gov- 
ernment of words. The whole uaXV^vw ^'si^'?* ^^\sri 
thing viva voce, or by word oi iuo\i\Ax\ -axA Nsi. ^^^>»^ 
manner is one of the most imVi\«x^ tv7i\:vovv5.'>k^ ^- 
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from hb wearing red breeches. It is true the lU' 
tion liave long held that color in great detestation, 
in consequence of a dispute they had some twenty 
jears since with tlie barbarians of the british isl- 
ands. The color, howeyer, is again rising into fa- 
^or, as the kidies have transferred it to their lieads 

from the basliaw*s ^body. The true reason, I 

am told, is, tliat the bashaw absolutely refuses to 
belieye in the deluge, and in the story of Balaam's 
ass ; — ^maintaining that this animal was neyer yet 
permitted to talk except in a genume logooraey ; 
where, it is true, his voice may often be heard, and 
IS listened to with reverence, as ** the voice of the 
sovereign people.'* Nay, so far did he carry his 
obstinacy, that he absolutely invited a professed 
antideluvian from the gallic empire, who illumi- 
nated the whole country with his prlncipl ca ■ 
and his nose. This was enough to set the nation 
in a blaze ;'— every slang-whanger resorted to his 
tongue or his pen ; and for seven years have they 
carried on a most inhuman war, in which vohtmes 
of words have been expended, oceans of ink have 
been shed ; nor has any mercy been shown to age, 
sex, or condition. Every day have these slang- 
whangers made fhrious attacks on each other, and 
upon their respective adherents « dUeYkax^^SKj^XSa^ 
ieayy artillery, consisting; •? Ut^b sYi^^Xs, \a^^ 
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itii scoundrel ! Tillain ! liar ! rascal ! numskull ! 
ncompoop ! dunderhead ! wiseacre ! blockhead ! 
ckass ! and I do svrear, bj mj beard, though I 
MW thou wilt scarcely credit me, that in some 
:* these skirmishes the grand bashaw himself has 
sen wofully pelted ! jea, most ignominiouslj pelt- 
I ! — and yet have these talking desperadoes es- 
iped without the bastinado ! 

Erery now and then a slang-i^anger, who has a 
nger head, or rather a longer tongue than the 
sst, will elevate his piece and discharge a shot 
lite across the ocean, levelled at the head of 
le emperor of France, the king of England, or» 
ouldst thou believe it, oh ! Asem, even at his 
iblime highness the bashaw of Tripoli ! these 
ng pieces are loaded with single ball, or langrage, 

tyrant ! usurper ! robber ! tyger ! monster ! and 
lou mayest well suppose they occasion great dis- 
ess and dismay in the camps of the enemy, and 
e marvellously aimoying to the crowned > heads 

which they are directed. The slang-whanger, 
ough perhaps the mere champion of a village, 
kving fired off his shot, struts about with great 
If-congratulation, chuckling at tlie prodigious 
istle he must have occasioned, and seems tA '^V 
ereij stranger, ** well, sir, vtYaI ^'a >i)aRr3 ^^asis- 
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of me in 'Ewropt,*** This is sufficient to show yoa 
the manner* in which these bloody, or rather win- 
dj fellows fight ; it is the only mode allowable In 
a logocracy or government of words. I would 
also observe that their civil wars have a thousand 
ramifications. 



/ 

NOTE, B7 WILLIAM WIZARD, ESQ.. 

* The sage Miistai^a, when he wrote the above para-, 
graph, had probably in his eye the following anecdote ; rela- 
ted either by Linknm Fidelius, or Josephos MilleriuB, vul- 
garly called Joe Miller, of facetious memory. 

The captain of a slave-vessel, on his first landing <m the 
coast of CKiinea, observed, under a palm-tree, a n^ro chi^ 
sitting most msyestically on a stump ; while two women, with 
wooden spoons, were administering his favorite pottage of 
boiled rice ; which, as his imperial migesty was a little gree- 
dy, would part of it escape the place of destination and run 
down his chin. The watchful attendants were parttcularly 
carrful to intercept these scape-grace particles, and return 
them to their proper port of entry. As the captain approadi- 
ed, in order to admire tliis curious exhibition of royalty, the 
great chief clapped his hands to his sides, and saluted his vis- 
itor with the following pompous question, '* well, «ir ! what 
do ibey say ofmc in Engird \" 
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/hilc the fury of the battle rages in the metrop- 
ilis, cveiy little toim and village has a distinct- 
jroil, growing like excrescences out of tlie grand 
lational altercation, or rather agitating within it, 
ike those complicated pieces of mechanism where 
liere is a " wheel within a wheel.*' 

But in nothing is the verbose nature of this gor- 
trnment more evident, than in its grand national 
livan, or congress, where the laws are framed : 
his Is a blustering, windy assembly, whore every 
bing Ls carried by noise, tumult and debate ; ibr 
hou must know, that the members of this assem- 
)Iy do not meet together to find wisdom in the 
nultitude of counsellors, but to wrangle, call 
^ach other hard names, aud hear themselves talk. 
Yhen the congress opens, the bashaw first sends 
hem a long message, i. e. a huge mass of words— 
wx etpreterea nihil, all meaning nothing ; because 
t only tells them what they perfectly know al- 
-eady. Then the whole assembly are thrown into 
i ferment, and have a long talk about the quanti- 
y of words that are to be returned in answer to 
his message ; and here arises many disputes about 
Jic correction and alteration of 'Mf so be*s,** and 
*how so over's.'* A montli, pGrha.\^«^ vs s.^v^\k 
fius (ietermining the precise mvvc^v^t qIIn^«^^'«»'^^ 
rsiroi- shall contain; andVUen^xvoWxev^m^s^-'^^^'^' 

P 
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l»Ij, in coocludmg whether it shall be curied to tbm 
bftihaw on foot, on horseback, or in coaches. Har- 
ing settled this weighty matter, they next £U1 t» 
work upon the message itself, and hold as muck 
chattering over it as so many magpies oyer an ad- 
dled egg. This done they^ivide the message into 
•mall portions, and delirer them into the hands 
of little juutoes of talkers, called committees : 
these juntoes have each a world of talking about 
their respective paragraphs, and return the results 
to the grand diran, which forthwith falls to and re- 
talks the matter over more earnestly than ever. 
Now after all it is an even chance that the subjeet 
of this prodigious arguing, quarreling, and talking 
is an affair of no importance, and ends entirely in 
smoke. May it not then be said, the whole nation 
have been talking to no purpose ? the people, te 
(act, seem to be somewhat conscious of this pro* 
pensity to talk, by which they are characterized, 
and have a favorite proverb on the subject, vii. 
**all talk and no cider;*' this is particularly appli- 
ed when their congress, or assembly of all the sage 
chatterers of the nation, have chattered through a 
whole session, in a time of great peril and moment- 
ous event, and have done nothing but exhibit Hw 
Jhng^b of their tonnes aiid lYic; <^.Tiv^\m«K^Qkt thftlc 
Me^F, This ha« been t\ie c.^'ssi tn»T^ \NMWi «««%. 
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Bjr friend ; and to let thee into a secret, I -have 
been told in confidence, that there have been abso- 
lutely several old women smuggled into congress 
from different parts of the empire ; who, having 
•Dce got on the breeches, as thou mayest well im- 
agine, have taken the lead in debate, and oyer- • 
whelmed the whole assembly with their garrulity ; 
lor my part, as times go, I do not see why old 
women should not be as eligible to public counciia 
as old men who possess their dispositions ;r--they 
certainly are eminentlj^ possessed of the qualifica- 
tions Requisite to govern in a logocraey. 

Nothing, as I haye repeatedly insisted, can be 
done in this country without talking ; but they 
take so long to talk over a measure, that by the 
time they have determined upon adopting it, the 
period has elapsed which was proper for carrying 
it into effect. Unhappy nation.! — thus torn to 
pieces by intestine talks ! never, I fear, will it be 
restored to tranquility and silence. Words are but 
breath ; breath is but air ; and air put into motion 
Is nothing but wind. This vast empire, therefore, 
may be compared to nothing more nor less than a 
mighty windmill, and the orators, and the diatter* 
ers, and the slaog-wluuQu^ers, ate \bft\EC««iA^^CGnX. 
pat it in motioD ; unluckily, Yifiw«v«r,^ISwK3 "^^ ''^ 
to blow difkrent ways, and tUw \A»&^ wQ532«s«^ 
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ing each other — the mill is perplexed* the wheels 
stand still, the grist is ungrouiid, and the miller 
and his family starreil. 

EYery tiling partakes of the windy nature of the 
government. In case of any domestic grieyance, 
or an insult from a foreign foe, tlie people arc all 
in a buzz ; — town-meetings are immediately held 
where the quidnuncs of the city repair, each. like 
an atlas, wUh the cares of the whole nation upon 
his shoulders, each resolutely bent upon saving his 
country, and eacli swelling and strutting like a 
turkey-cock ; puffed up with words, and wind, and 
nonsense. After bustling, and buzzing, and bawl- 
ing for some time ; and ailer each man has shown 
himself to be indubitably the greatest personage 
in the meeting, they pass a string of resolutions, 
i. e. words, which were previously prepared for tlie 
purpose ; these resolutions are whimsically denom- 
inated the sense of the meeting, and are sent off 
for the uistruction of tlie reigning bashaw, who re- 
ceives them graciously, puts them into his red 
breeches pocket, forgets to read them — and so the 
matter ends. 

As to his highness, the present bashaw, who is 
at the very top of the logocracy, never was a dig- 
iiitary i&o^ter qualified for bis staWon. l^f^\&^i!Qsuk 
ofsnperlatire rentosity^ and compatiWSfii Xaiw/Qar 
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iDg bat a huge bladder of wind. He talks of 
qnishing all opposition by the force of reason and 
philosophy ; throws his gauntlet at all the nations 
of the earth, and defies them to meet him— on th^ 
field of argument !*— is the national dignity insulted, - 
a ease in which his highness of TripoB would im-. * 
mediately call forth his forces ; t he bashaw of 
America — utters a speech. Does a foreign inva- 
der molest the commerce in the very mouth of 
the harbors ; an insult which would induce his high- 
ness of Tripoli to order out his fleets ; — his h^b-' 
ness of America — utters a speech. Are the free 
citizens of America dragged from on board the 
Tessels of their country, and forcibly detained in 
the war ships of another power— his liighness— 
ntters a speech. Is a peaceable citizen killed by 
the marauders of a foreign power, on the very 
shores of his country— his hif^ess utters a 
speech. Does an alarming insurrection break out 
in a distant part of the empire— —his highness ut- 
ters a speech ! — nay, more, for here he shows 
his^^^ energies ;*' — ^he most intrepidly despatches a 
courier on horseback, and orders him to ride one 
hundred and twenty miles a day, with a most for- 
midable army of proclani&t)oii&^ \* ^* "^ ^ik^^^<^cs^ 
of words, packed up in YiVa wAi^^ Xi^sg.. "^^ ' 
^traded to show no &yoT xiot ^SS«R>Ssstt.N'' 
V 2 .* 
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to charge the thickest ranks of the enemy ; and to 
speechify and batter by words the conspiracy and 
the conspirators out of existence. Heavens, mj 
friend, what a deal of blustering is here ! it re- 
uiinds me of a dunghill cock in a farm-yardj who, 
having accidentally in his scratchings found a worm, 
immediately begins a most rocileroiiB c<vckling; 
—calls around him his hen-hearted companion:-, 
who run chattering from all quarters to gobble up 
the poor little worm that happened to turn undur 
his eye. Oh, Asem, Asera ! on what a prodi- 
gious great scale is every thing in this country ! 

Thus, then, I conclude my observations. Tlie 
infidel nations have each a separate characteristic 
trait, by which they may be distinguished from 
each other : — the Spaniards, for instance, may be 
said to sleep upon every affair of importance ; — the 
italians to fiddle upon every thuig ; — the french to 
dance upon every thing ; — the germans to smoke 
upon every thing — the british islanders to eat upon 
every thing ; — and the windy subjects of the 
american logocracy to talk upon every tiling. 

Ever thine, 

MUSTAPHA. 
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FEOM THE MILL OF 



PINDAR COCKLOFT, ESQ, 



How oft ia uiufiiog mood my heart recalls, 
From grey-beard father Timers oblivious halls, 
The modes and maxims of my early day, 
Long in those dark recesses stowM away .- 
Brags 6ncc more to the cheerful realms of light 
Those buckram fashions, long since lost in night. 
And makes, like Endor^s witch, once more to risr 
My grogram grandames to my raptured eye» ! 

Shades of my fathers ! in your pasteboard skirt--, 
Your broidered waistcoats and your plaited shirt*-, 
Your fumal bag-wigs — wide-extended cufls. 
Your five inch chitterlings and nine inch ruiTy ! 
Gods ! how ye strut, at times, in all your state, 
Amid tlie visions of my thoughtful pate ! 
I sec ye move the solemn minoct o^er, 
The modest foot scarce nsing trom V)^e ^^^"k S 
No thundering rigadoon wit\v\)0\a\,WQi^'^\i«^^'^^\ 
jNo pigvoa-vmg disturb your cotttTe-d/tvnAt. 
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But silent as tlie gentle Lethe*4 tide, 
Adown the festive maze ye peaceful ^ide ! 

Still in my mental eyt each dame appears^ 
Each modest beauty of departed yean ; 
Cloflc by mamma I see her stately march, 
Or sit, in all the migesty of starch ; — 
When for the dance a stranger seeks her hand 
I see her doubting, hesitating, stand ; 
Yield to his claim with most fastidious grace, 
And sigh fcH* her intended in his place ! 

Ah ! golden days ! when evciy gentle fair 
On sacred sabbath connM with i»ous care 
Her holy bible, or her prayei-book o'er, ■ 
Or studied honest Bunyan*s drowsy knre. 
Traveird with him the pilgrim's prooriss throug 
And stormM the famous town of xan-soul too ; — 
Beat Eye and Ear-gate up with thundering jar. 
And fought triumphant through the holy war ; 
Or if, perchance, to lighter works inclined. 
They sought with novels to relax the nund, 
Twas oRANDison's politely formal page, 
Or cLKi.iA or PAMBLA Were the rage. 

No {days were then — ^theatrics were unknown— 
A learned pig — a dandng monkey shown — 
The feats of Punch — a cunning juggler^s slight, 
Were sure to fill each bosom with delight. 
An honest, sunple, humdrum race we were, 
Undazzled yet by foshion^s wilderlnf; g;lare ^ 
Oar mannen unreserved, devoid oT tei'^X^ 
yre knew not then the modern momB^:« ^v\c' 
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Style, that with pride each empty Ixisom sweH:*, 
Puffs boys to maiilioodf little girls to brll*'?. 

Scarce from the nursery freed, our j^rntlc* fair 
Arc yielded to the c idng-inaster^s care ; 
And e^er the head odi: mite of sense can gain. 
Arc introduced mid folly's frippery train. 
A stranger^s grasp no longer gives alarms, 
Our fair surrender to their very arms. 
And in the insidious waltz (1) will swim and twine. 
And whirl and languish tenderly divine ! 
Oh, how I Iiate this Foving, hugging, dance ; 
This imp of Germany — ^brought up in Prance ; 
?i^or can I see a niece its windings trace, 
But all the honest blood glows in my face. 

1 

'* Sad, sad refinement this,'' I often say, 

''* Tis modesty indeed refined away ! 

*' Iiet France its whim, its sparkling wit supply, 

" The<»a«y grace that captivates the eye j 

*' But curse their waltz — their loose lascivions arts, 

** That smootli our manners, to corrupt our hearts ! (2; 

>\'hcre nov/ those books, from whidi in days of yon* 

Our mothers gainM their literary store ? 

Alas ! stiff skirted Gr.mdison gives place 

To noveU of a new and rakish race ; 

And tionest Bunyan's [nous dreaming lore. 

To the lasrivious rhapsodies of moore. 

And, last of all, behold the mimic stage 
Its iBorub lend to \ioYk\\ o^\}a!t ?i^e^ 
With tlimny farce, a comedy iiu«c»\VA., 
€araiylx^d with \'ulgar cant, aa^ ytwwV^^^^^- 
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With puns most puny, and a plenteous store 
Of smutty jokeSf to catch a gallery roar. 
Or see, tasfre fatal, graced with every art 
To charm and captivate the female heart 
The fidse, ** the gallant, gay Lothario** smiles, (3) 
And loudly boasts lus base seductive wiles ; — 
In growing colors paints Calista^s wrongs, 
And with voluptuous scenes the tale prolcmgs. 
When COOPER lends his fascinating powers, 
Becks vice itself in bright alluring flowers, 
Pleased with his manly grace, his youthful fire, 
Our fair are lured the villain to admire ; 
While humbler virtue, like a stalking horse, 
Struts dumnly and croaks in honest Morsi. 

Ah, hapless days ! when trials thus cambine<f, 
In pleasing garb assail the female mind; 
When every smooth insidious snare is spread 
To sap the morals and delude the head ! 
Not Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, 
To prove their faith and virtue here below, 
Could more an angePs helping hand require 
To guide their steps unii\)ured through the fire. 
Where had but heaven its guardian aid denied* 
The holy trio in the proof had died. 
If^ then, their manly vigor sought supjdies 
From the bri^t stranger in celestial guise, 
Alas ! can we from fieebler nature*s claim, 
To brave seduction's ordeal, free froxn blame \ 
To pasts through fire unhurt like ficAdecv oxi^. 
Through awhl MiBBioOTb\e«>X\c «sH\\i\iOi»ovi^ 
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NOTES, BY WILLIAM WIZARD* MS^» 

Waltz] Asmanyqf the retired nuiifvnt^ Ait eiiy^un- 
sfl in " gestic lore,^* are doMbileu ignonint ^ the mow- 
> and figures of this modest exkibUiony I niU endeamtr 
9e some account ofit^ in order that th^ may learn nhat 
apers their daughters sometimes cut whtnfnm itntfer 
gwrdian roit^s, 

^as^gna^ being given by the music, Ukt genttemansettei 
idy round hernndstf the lady, »i»niingt» he outdone in 
esy, very politely takes the genUeman rmmd the nede^ 
me arm resting against his shouider A prevent encroaeh- 
I. Away then they go, aboitty and about, ajfid about— ^ 

ut nhat, sir V^ abovi the room, madam, to he sure. 

whole economy (\f this dance consists in turning round 
ftund the room in a certain measured step : andit is 
astonishing that this continued revolution does not set 
or heads smmmng like atop; hut 1 have been posUive^ 
ured that it only occasions a gentle sensation which is 
UUmsly agreeable. In the course qfthis dreumnaviga- 
*Ae dancers, in order to give the charm if variety, are 

uaUy changing their r dative situations f now the 

man, meaning no harm in the nnnrld, I assure y&u, ma- 
rarelessly flings his arm olxniJt UwloA'if » 'wwSr.^'to^^^ 
celestial impvdemt ; and awm, i)aV*A'v|sti«sKw.tsxs, ^ 
rm ns the gentleman^ taJces W-nv twst^'O^ w»A-^>2 
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most ingenuous modest languishment^ to the grtat delighi ^ 
mtfiKTvia spectators and atnateurs^ rvho generally form a rvng^ 
as ike moh do about a •pair qf amaaons pulUng caps^ or a 
oouple qfjigkting mastiffs. 

4fljbr con Hnulng this divine interckange tif hands, armSy ct 
cetera,/or half an hour or 50, the tody begins to (tre, and mA 
** eyes upraised,'* in most bemiching langtior petitions her 
partner f of a tittle more support This is alnays given withr 
out hesitation. The lady leans gently on his sknUderj ihdr 

arms intwine in a thousand seducing mischievous curves 

dont be alarmed, madam closer and closer they approach 

each other, and in conclusion, the parties being overcome ivith 
erstdtic fatigue, the lady seems almost sinking into the gentle^ 

man's arms, and then " Well, sir! androhat then ? < 

lord, madam, how should I knew I 

2] My friend Pindar, an^ in fact our rvhole junto, has 

been accused of an unreasonable hostility to ihefrench nation : 

and J am irformjtd by a parisian correspondent, that our first 

number played the very devil in the court <f St. Cloud. Bis 

imperial majesty got irUo a most outrageous passion^ and being 

mthal a rvaspish little gentleman, had nearly kidced his bosom 

friend, TaUeynnid, ouUffthe cabirtet, in the paroocytms if his 

trrath. He insisted upon it that the nation was asxtiled in its 

most vital part ; being, like Achilles, extremely sensitive to 

any attacks upon the heel. When my correspondent osnt Q^ 

his dispatches, it was still in doubt what measures n/ouUt he 

adopted ; but it rvas strongly suspected that vehement rtpre- 

sentaHons rrould be made to our government. IViUing, 

UcTxforr, to save our execuiirefrom an^ cmbarTaMmciA «iv ttv* 

W/>^/, and aBavt nil, from //le disn^^reettlU allmuftixtftj 
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an apology by the Hornxt, wt do assure mr. Jtffvr- 
ikere is nothing farther from our thoughts than the 
mqfthe gallic empire, or any attack on the inleresCt, 
Hly, or reputation of the nation at large, nhich ws 
r declare possesses the highest rank in our estimation, 
less than the national we{fart cofuJUL have induced i» 
:« ourselves with this eoeplanation ; and in lAe Heme 
nfo, / once more declare, thai nhen ne loasi afreneh- 
mtrely mean one cf these inconnui, who twamud to 
ilry, from the kitchens and barberU shops qf Nantse^ 
tx and Marseilles} played game qf Uapfrogat all 
tand assemblies; — set this unhappy lonn hoppingmad ; 
fused themselves qffon our tender hoarieddiamuls for 
note noblemen — ruined in Ae rttalvtion! tueh only 
xeat the lash, and accuse us if itverity; and ire 
be mortified in iht extreme if tUy did not fed our 
mded castigatUm. 

ir Penitent] The story qf this play, ^told in its lut- 
(guage, muld exhibit m scene qf guilt and shame, 

modest ear could listen to without shrinking nitfi 
; biU, arrayed as it is in all tlie splendor of harmo- 
neh, and polished verse, it steals into the heart like 
y, luxurious, smooth faced viUain, and betrays it in- 

1 to immorality and vice ; our very sympathy is in- 
% the sitle of guilt ; and ike piety of JUamont, and the 
zssqf Lavinia, are lost in the splendid debaucheries qf 
aUant gay Lothario,^^ and the bluderinZy halLam rc- 

9 of the fair Calistn, whose sorrirto Twro;<v^ -vx* ^S >^^^^ 
tffcJoisc—'' I mmvm UielorcT, wl Vxinw^^'^ S«Ni>>' 
is more easy than to bflnisH s^v>» pV^i'^ jTQta«^>vt ^ 

Q 
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, toward capers, caprices and coquetries as it has 
done this year : I might liave forgiven these vaga- 
ries, had they not completely knocked up my 
friend Ldtngstaff ; whose feelings are erer at the 
mercy of a weathercock, whose spirits sink and 
rise with the mercury of a bai'ometer, and to whom 
an east wind is as obnoxious as a Sicilian sirocco. 
He was tempted some time since, by the fineness 
of the weather, to dress liiraself with more than 
ordinary care and take his morning stroll ; hut be- 
fore he had half finished his peregrination, he was 
ilft|er]y discomfited, and driven home by a tremen- 
dous squall of wind, hail, rain and snow ; or, as he 
testily termed it, ** a most yijlahous congregation 
of vapors.** 

This was too much for the patience of friend 
Launcelot ; he declared he would humor the 
weather no longer in its whim-whams ,* and, accord- 
ing to his immemorial custom on these occasions, 
retreated in high dudgeon to his elbowKshair to lie 
in of the spleen and raU at nature for being so 
fantastical : — " confound the jade," he frequently 
exclaims, *^ what a pity nature had not been of 
the masculine instead of the feminine gender ; the 
almanac makers might then h^^e ca\e\ilft.t/ed with 

^me degree of certainty.'' 
When Langstaff invcste \ftiawi\i iiirVtti\te«^\^^i 
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aiiil ^ves gmdience to tbe blue derils from his el- 
boir-«lmir, I woiilii not advise hqj of his I'riendti to 
come within ^nshot of his citadel with tlie bo- 
nevoleot puipow of adjninistering coii<Kila.tion or 
amusement ; for lie is then as crusty wid crabbed 
as that Iambus coiner of ^Isc monej' Diogenet 
taimself. Indeed liLs room is at such times iiuic- 
cessible ; and old Pompef is the ottlj mnl that can 
gain adiuisfilDn, or ask a, question with imiiunity ; 
the truth is, that on these occasions, then; is aot 
ft sinw'a diderence between tliem, for Pompej is 
H5 grum and grim and cjnical as his master. 

Launeelot lias now been above three weeks in 
this desolate sitiinUon, and has therefore had but 
little to do in our last number. As he could not 
be prevailed on to c;ire anj' account of himself in 
our introduction 1 will take the opportutiitj of 
his CMifinnment, while his back is tonii^d, to gire 
a slight sketoh of his churactpr ; — Icrtile in whim- 
whams and bachelori^inis, but rich in man; of the 
■terUa; qualities of our nature. Annexed to tliis . 
article our readers will perceive a striking; like- 
ness of mjr friend which was taken by that con- 
niogrogue Will Wizard, wha ^c«\|eA V'o.^^sa^'diak 
key-lule and sketched \l oS a» \«ftcs.\.\asa»K*» 
ft 1^ tbe fi«,^rappeA b^ Vn \ivs. fenw^fo^^ 



182 HALMAGUNDI 

Now take my word for it, gentle reader, this k 
the most auspicious moment in wliich to touch ofl' 
the phiz oi' a genuine humorist. 

Of the antiquity of the Langstaff family I can 
say but little ; except that I have no doubt it is 
equal to that of most fitmilics who have the privi- 
lege of making their own pedigree, without the 
impertinent interposition of a college of heralds. 
My friend Launcelot is not a man to blazon any 
thing ; but I have heard him talk with great com- 
placency of his ancestor, sir Rowland who was 
n dashing buck in the days of Hardiknute, and 
broke the head of a gigantic dane, at a game of 
quarter-staff, in presence of the whole court. In 
niemory of this gallant exploit sir Rowland was 
permitted to take the name of Langstoffe, and to 
assume, as a crest to his arms, a hand grasping a 
cudgel. It is however a foible so ridiculously 
common in this country for people to claim con- 
sanguinity with all the great personages of their 
own name in Europe that I should put but little 
faith in this family boast of friend Langstaff, did I 
not know him to be a man of most unquestionable 
yeracitj". 
The whole world knows a.\re«A^ XkaX. to? lY«i\A 
/> a bachelor ; for he is, or pTeUiiSBv»^*«^^^^««^«^" 
^^fy proud of his persona\ mdev^oAft^'^^ 
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takes care to make it knon'D id all companies 
where strangers are prcseot. He U forever rauol- 
iDg tbe precious sUte of " single blessedness i" 
and was, not loag ago, ceusicterablj startled at a 
proposition of one of his great favorites, joiss So- 
phj Sparkle, " that old bachelors should be taxed 
as luxuries." LauDce lot' immediate] j Lied blm 
home and wrote a tremendous long representation 
in their behalf, which I am resolved to jiublisli il' 
it is cTer attempted to cany tiie measure into 
operation. Whether lie is smcere uj these pru- 
fesstoDS, or irhetlicr liis present siluation is owing 
to choice or disappointment, he only can tell i but 
if he ever does tell, I will siiSer mjsclf to be shot 
by the first lady's eye that can Iwang an arrow- 
In bis youth he was furevcr in love ; but it wax 
Ilia misfortune to be continually crossed and ri- 
valled by his bosom Iricud and eontemporur bean, 
Pindar Cockloft, esq. liir as l>aj);^lafr never made 
a confidant on these occasions, his friend never 
knew which way his affections pointed ,- nnd fo, 
bettreen them both, the la^y generally slippe'I 
through their fingers. 

It has ever beeu the miifortune of Launreiol. 
tJnt be cMuld not for the kml\ sA\osq Tise>xsi«.'»- 
good Using j and tlus UtalVt^ \iafc iw«^ xvsfssi>K> 
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fended for the world. Witli the khidest heart u 
der heaven, and the most benevolent dispositii 
toivards every being around him, he has been co 
tinually betrayed by the mischievous vivacity 
his fancy, and the good-humored waggery of li 
feelings, into satirical sallies which have be^i 
treasured up by the invidious and retailed 01 
with the bitter sneer of malevolence, instead 
the play^l hilarity of countenance which origl 
ally sweetened and tempered and disarmed the 
of their sting. These misrepresentations bai 
gained him many reproaches and lost him many 
friend. 

This unlucky characteristic played the mischl 

with him in one of his love affairs. He was, as 

have before observed, often opposed in his gallan 

lies by that formidable rival, Pindar Cocklof 

esq. aqd a mos^ formidal rival he was ; for he hs 

Apollo, the nine muses, together with all the jol 

tenants of Olympus to back him ; and eveiy boc 

knows what important confederates tliey aie to 

lover. Poor Launcelot stood no chance ; — ^ti 

lady was cooped up in the poet's corner of even 

weekly p^pGT i BXid at length Pindar attacked h 

with a spnnet, that took up ^ v^VioVe eixVans^ 

fTbich be enamerated at tea&t a. ^otaw cm^ 

rfrtMies together with towoLUveT^XAe cAV««^ 
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ferior coiMidMatioii. Laniicelot saw )iis cue was 
desperate, and tbat nnless tie sat down fortli-wiUi, 
be-eberabimed and be-angeted ber to the skies, 
and pat every rirtue noder the sua in requisilion, 
be might as well go hang himself and so make an 
end of the bnsiness. At it, therefore, lie went : 
and WW going on verf Btvimmiiigly, for, in the 
space of a dozen lines, he had enlisted under her 
Mimmuid at least three score and ten SHbstantial 
honae-keepiog rirtues, when iinlackily for LauDce- 
lot's repntatioD as a poet and the lady'i a; a saint, 
one of tlmse confounded good Ihotiglits struck hii 
laiighter-loTiDg brain ; — It was irresistible — airay 
be went, full sweep belbre tbe wind, cutting and 
slashing, and tickled to deatti »ith his own fan : 
tbe coDsequence was, that by Ute time he liad lin- 
4shed, never was pow Jady so most ludicraQsIy 
lampooned since lampooning eame inta lashion. 
But this was not Iialf ; — sn biigrly was Idunnolot 
pleased with this Irolic ol' his ivitc, Ihat nolliing 
would do but be must show it to tlie lady, who, as 
well she niight, was mortally ofleniled and forbid 
liim her presence. My friend was in despair, but. 
tbrongh the inleiference of bis generous rival, w;is 
permitted to make his apcAoQ . vj\iic^ \iis«^;«c<^ 
moet unluckily happened Xa >» t^Wct ^(«^«''*3» 

the origiiul otSentv -. far thnaob Y 



188 SAtiMAGUNDI 

may occasionally obserre him, at the encl ofi 
lively conversation, sink for a few minutes into a^ 
apparent forgetfulness of surrounding objects, di^, 
ring which time he seems to be ifidalgiqg in som^ 
melancholy retrospection. 

Langst-aff inherited frwm his father a love of lite* 
rature, a disposition for castle building, a mortal 
enmity to noise, a sovereign antipathy to cold wea- 
ther and brooms, and a plentiful stock of whim- 
whams. From the* delicacy of his nerves be is pe- 
cnliarly sensible to discordant souuds ; the rattling 
of a wheelbarrow is ** horrible ;'* the noise of 
children ** drives him distracted;'* and he once 
left excellent lodgings merely because the lady of 
the house wore high-heeled shoes,* in. which she 
clattered up and down stairs, tilU to use bis o^n 
emphatic expression, " they made life loathsome" 
to him^ He suffers anhual martyrdom from the 
razor-edged zephyrs of our '* balmy spring,'* and 
solenmly declares tliat the boasted month of May 
has become a perfect ** vs^bond.** As some peo^ 
pie have a great antipathy to cats, and can tell 
when one is locked up in a closet, so- Laoncelot 
declares his feelings always announce to him the 
wof>/jborhoo<l of a broom ; a.\io\v^«^^\^Vss^\^aTOKoX. 
<vhli.^h he abominates abo^e ^\\ ^W\«^^. ^«« ' 
f^cTf: any living animal ia t\ve yjot\^ >iX«X.\vQv\w 
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io more utter abhorrence than what is usually 
termed a notable house-wife ; a pestilent being, 
who, he protests, is the bane of good fellowship, 
and has a heavy charge to answer fi)r the many 
offences committed against the ease, comfort and 
aocml enjoyments of sovereign man. He tolcl me, 
not loi^ ago, *' that he had rather see one of the 
weird sisters fiourish through his key-hole on a 
broomstick, than one Of the servant maids enter 
tlie door with a besom.'* 

JVfy friend Launcelot is ardent and shicere in his 
attachments, wiiich are fzonfined to a chosen few, 
in whose society he loves to give iiree scope to his 
whimsical imagination ; he, however, mingles free- 
ly with the world, though more as a spectator 
than an actor ; and without an anxiet;^or hardly a 
care to please, is generally received with welcome 
and listened to with complacency. When he ex- 
tends his hand it is in a free, open^ liberal style ; 
and when you shajte it, you feel his honest heart 
throb in its pulsations. Though rather fond of 
gay exhibitions, he does not appw so frequently 
at UaUs and assemblies siuceiUie introduction of 
the drum, tnimpet, and tamborin ; all of wbteK 
he abhors on account oV Wvfc t>\^^ ^v\a«5*5. \>bsk^ 
make on his orsans oi Vie?iT\v\?» ••— ^^ ^Xtfs^'s^'^ 
his antipathy to noise. tWV V\iO\y^ ^^ 
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patriotic, jeifhe retreats every fourth of Johp 
Cockloft Hall in ordier to get out of- the way 
the hub-buh and confusion which make so coot 
erable a part of the pleasure of that splendid 
aiyersary. 

I intend this article as a mere sketch of Lai 
staflTs inultifauious character ; — his imuioiera 
whim-whams will be exhibited by himself, in 1 
course of this work, in all their strange yarietk 
and the madiinery of his mind, DM>re intricate tl 
the most subtle piece of clock-«w<irk, be fully < 
pjlained. And trust me, gentltfolk« his are 1 
whim-whams of a courteous gentleman fiiU 
most excellent qualities ; honorable in his'disp( 
tion, independent in his sentiments, and of i 
bounded good nature as may be seen throu^ 
te w6rks. 
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ON STYLE, 



BY WILLIAM WIZARD, KtiCt. 



^TFLB, a mmner (f mitmg ; tUk ; pm qfa dia^s 
the pUtU ^ planti, ' jo^kson. 

STFLX, is style. LI5KUM fidelius. 



Now I weuM not ;give a straw for either of the 
aboTe definitions, though I think the latter is by 
for the most tatisfactorjr ; and I do wish sincerely 
every modem iHunBlLall» who takes hold of a sub* 
ject he knows nothing about, would adopt honcit 
Linkuin*8 nude of explanation. Blair's Lectures od 
this article have not thrown a whit more li^ht oft 
the subject of my iuquVde^ \— -XJae^ ^\sa2>«.^ ^aR. 
Jofit as much as did tbe \feMiie^ T«A\^:ia^>«so& ^- 
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our college, in the middle of vrhich^ I geoenilly 
had the ill luck to fall asleep. 

This same word style, though but a diminutiye 
word, assumes to itself i^ore contradictions, and 
significations, and eccentricities, than any mono- 
syllable in the language is legitimately entitled to. 
It is an arrant little humorist of a word, and fqll 
of whim-whams, which occasions me to like it 
hugely ; but it puzzled me most wickedly on my 
first return from a long residence abroad, having 
crept into fashionable use during my absence ; and 
had it not been for friend Evergreen, and that 
thrifty sprig of knowledge, Jeremy Cdtklqft the 
younger, I should have remained to this day igno- 
rant of its meaning. 

Though it would seem that the people of all 
countries are equally vehement in the pursuit of 
. this phantom style, yet in almost all of them 
there is a strange diversity in opinion as to what 
constitutes its essence ; and every different class, 
like the pagan qatiops, adore it under a diflfecent 
form. In England, for instance, an honest cit 
packs up himself, his family and his style in a 
buggy or tim whisky, and rattles away on Sunday 
with his fair partner blooming beside him ; like an 
pastern bride, and two chubby children, squatting 
fik^ ebiaese iniages aV UVs ^«e\- K \«.va?siV \«.- 
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quires a chariot and pair ; — a lord must needs 
hare a baroache and fbur ,-— bnt a duke—tdi ! a 
dolce cannot ptMslbl; Ininber bit style along under 
a coach and six, and half a score olt footmen into ' 
the bargain. In China a puissant inimdar&i hmds 
at least three elepiiants irlth stjie ; and an over- 
grawn slieep at the Cspe of Good-Hope, ti-ailc 
alon; his tail and his stjle on a irheelbarrow. Id 
Bgjyt, or at CoustBDtiRopIe, style consists in ttio 
quantity ofl'ur and fine clothes a lady can put on 
w Ithout dtinger of suffocation ; here it is otherwise, 
asdconsistsin the quantity she canpnt 00° without 
the risli of freezing. A Chinese lady is thought 
fH<[>di^ of iierdiarmsU'she exposes the tipof lier 
nose, or the ends uf her fingers, to the ardent gaia 
(^ bye-standers ; and 1 recollect that all Cantos 
was in a buzz lu consequence of Ibc great belle 
miss Nangfoua peeping out of irindow with her' 
hce uncovered '■ Here the style is to sliow not «n- 
ly the face, but the neck, shoulders, &c. ; and a la< 
dy nerer presumes to lilde Ihcm except ivlien itie 
is oot at iiome, and not sulBcieiitly undressed to 
see company. 

TTiis style has nitned the peace and liamiony 

of many a worthy houKcliold ; for no sooner di> 

tliey set up for style, but Instantly all the hoo' 

. «>( old comfortable itiu ceremante tes<^6:n»i ~« 

R 2 
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discarded ; and yoa stalk, cautiouslj^ about, at 
mongst the uncomfortable splendor ot' greeian 
chairs, egyptian tables, turkey carpets, and etnis- 
can vases. Tliis vast imp^^yeoicut in furniture 
demands an increase in the domestic establish- 
ment ; aqd a fannulj that once required two or three 
servants for convenience, now eipplpy half a dozr 
en for style. 

Bell-brazbn, late favorite of my unfortunate 
friend Dessaliues, was one of these patt^n^ of 
style ; and whatever freak she was seized with, 
however preposterous, was implicitly followed hj 
all who would be considered as admitted in the 
stylish arc^a. She was once seized with a whim- 
wham that tickled the whole court. She could not 
lay down to take an afternoon*s loll, but she must 
have one servant to scratch her head, two to tior 
kle her feet, and a fourth to fan her delectable 
person while she slumbered. The thing took;— it 
became Uie I'age, and not a sable belle in all Hayti 
but what insisted upon being fanned, and scratch- 
ed, and tickled in the true imperial style. Sneer 
not at this picture, my most excellent townswor 
men, for who among you but are daily following 
fashions equally absurd ! 
StyJe, according to Evergeen's account, consistr 
fif cetts^ia fashions, or certaiB eec^TvVv^^vXA^ 
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u^tain maimers of certain people, in certain sit- 
uations, and possessed of a certain share of fashion 
or importance. A red cloak, for instance, on the 
shoulders of an old market-women is regarded 
with contempt ; it is vulgar, it is odious : — ^fling, 
howeyer, its usurping rival, a red shawl, over the 
Qn^ figure of a fashionable belle, and let her flame 
atray with it in Broadway, or in a ball-room, and 
it is immediatly declared to be the style. 

The modes of attaining this certain situation* 
which entitles its holder to style, are various and 
opposite : the most obsteusible is the attainment - 
, of wealth ; the possession of which changes, at 
once, the pert airs of vulgar ignorance into fash^ 
ipnable ease and elegant vivacity. It is highly 
amusing to observe the gradation of a family aspi- 
ring to style, and the devious windings they pursue 
in order to attain it* While beating up against 
wind and tide they are the most complaisant 
beings in the world ;-i-they keep '* booing aund 
booing,'* as M^Sycophant says, until you woul^ 
suppose them incapable of standing upright ; they 
kiss their hands to every body who has the least 
claim to style ; their familiarity is intolerable, and 
they absolutely overwhelm yowi m>i3BLXSD«&xK.fsK»^- 
gbip and loving kindness, ^vil Viv^Xw^ «^«^ ^\oRfc^ 
the envied pre-eminence, uevet yfexe\i«^»s??»'^'^ 
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world more changed. They asstmie the most ki"- 
tolerable caprices ; at one time, address yon with 
importunate sociability; at another, pass yon by 
with silent indiflference ; sometimes sit np in their 
chairs in all the majesty of dignified silence ; and 
at another time fooance about with all the obstre- 
perous ill-bred noise of a little ^yden just broke 
loose from a boarding-cchool. 

Another feature which distinguishes these new 
made fashionables, is the inveteracy with which 
they look down upon the honest people who are 
struggling to climb up to the same enried height. 
They neyer fail to salute them with the most sar- 
castic reflections ; and like so many worthy hod- 
men, clambering a ladder, each one looks down 
upon his next neighbor below and makes no scru- 
ple of shaking the dust off bis shoe& into hii eyes. 
Thus by dint of perseverance, merely, they come 
to be considered as established denizens of the 
.great world ; as in some barbarous nations an' 
oystershell is of sterling value, and a copper wash-* 
ed counter will pass current for »^ .^Ine gold. 

In no instance have I seen this grasping after 

style more whimsically exhibited, than in the fam- 

Hy of my oldi acquahitancc Ti^hotux Giblbt. 

/ recollect old Giblet when 1 vr«s ?w Xio^, %xA \» 

^Af the Jnost surlj curipn^Seoul e^wV\«^. 1^^ 
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a perfect scare-crow to the small-fiy of the 
and inherited tlie hatred of all these unlucky 
: sharers ; for never could we assemble about 
cor of an evening to play, and make a little 
Inib, but out he sallied from his nest like a 
T, flourished liis formidable horse whip, and 
trsed the whole crew in the twinkling of a 
I. I perfectly remember a bill he sent in to 
ather for a pane of glass I had accidentally 
en, which came well nigh getting me a sound 
ing ; and I remember, as perfectly, that the 
night I revenged myself by breakuig half a .-!> 

iO. Giblet was as arrant a grubworm as ever "^. 

rled ; and tlic only rules of right and wrong he * 3 

d a button for, were the rules of multiplica* 
and addition ; which he practised much more 
essfully than he did any of the rules of religion V - ': 

loralily. He used to declare they were the 
golden rules ; and he took special care to put 
cer's arithmetic in the hands of his children, 
•re they had read ten pages in tlie bible or ^' 

prayer book. The practice of these favorite 
ims was at length crowned with the harvest 
iccess ; and after a life of incessant self-denial, 
starvation, and after enduring all the pounds, 
lings and pence miseries of a miser, he had the 
^faction of seeing VmnseVL\^w>iXv>'S?®5»> -^a^^ 
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iykig Just as he had deternUned to enjoy tlie n 
mainderof his days in contei^platii^ his grea 
wealth and accumulating mortgages. 

His children inherite<l his money ; but they bo 
fied the di<;position, and every other memorial c 
their father in liis grave. Fired with a nobl 
tiiirst for style, they instantly emerged from tlii 
Mtired lane in which thdnselves and their accora 
pllshments had hitherto been buried ; and the; 
blaaed, and they whizzed, and they cracked abon 
town, like a nest of squibs and derils in a firework 
i can liken their sudden eelat to nothing but tha 
of the locust, which is hatched in the dust, wher 
it increases and swells up to maturity and altc 
feeling for a moment the rivifying rays of the sun 
bursts forth a mighty insect, and flutters, and rat 
ties, and buzzes from every tree. The little wa' 
biers who have long cheered tlie woodlands wi^ 
their dulcet notes, are stunned by the dlseorda 
racket of these upstart intnidcrs, and oontf 
plate, in contemptuous silence, their tinsel 
their noise. 

Having once started the Giblets were ^ 
mined that nothing should stop them in 
career, until they had run their full cour 
arrived at the very tiptop of style. Every 
^reiy sl^e^maker, every coac\imi^ev, e^« 
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ttttt erery nautuamaker, every paper-hanger, ev^ 
rj piano teacher, and every daocing naster in ibif 
city, were enlisted in their service ; and the wii- 
ling wights most courteously answered their call ; 
and (ell to work to build up the lame of the Gib* 
lets, as they had done that o^many an aspiring fiuQ-. 
ily before them. In a little time the young k^ 
cKes could dance the waits, thunder Lodoiskat^ 
murder freuch, kill time, and commit violence on 
the face of nature in a landscape in water-colors, 
equaJ to the best lady in the land ; and the young 
gentlemen were seen lounging at corners of streets, 
and driving tandem ; heard talking loud at the 
theatre, and laughing in church; with as much 
ease, and grace, and modesty, as if they had been 
gentlemen^ all the days of their lives. 

And the Giblets arrayed themselves in scarlet^ 
and in fine linen, and seated themselves in high 
places ; but nobody noticed them except to honor 
them with a little contempt. The Giblets made 
a prodigious splash in their owtt opinion ; but no^ 
body extolled them except the tailors, and the 
milliners, who had been employed in manufacturing 
their paraphernalia. The Giblets thereupon being 
like Caleb Cluotem, determined to have " a place 
at the review," fell to wor^ mw^ ^^\<i^^ "^QsaiSk 
ever;— they gave diimers, ^.uOl V\i«^ ^-?fi\*J^ 
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they hired cooks, they hired fiddlers, they hired 
coofectioners ; and they v^roald have kept a .news- 
pa^r in pay, liad they not been all bought up at 
that time for the election. They inrited the 
dancing men, and the dancmg women, and thegor- 
p^andizers, and the epicures of city, to come and 
make merry at their expense $ and the danefaig 
men, and the dancing women, and the efHcures, 
and the gormandizers, did come ; and they did 
make meny at their expense ; and they eat, and 
they drank, and they capered, and they danced, 
and they — laughed at their entertainers. 

Then commenced the hurry and the bustle, and 
the mighty nothingness of fashionable life ;— such 
rattling in coaches ! such flaunting in the streets ! 
such slamming of box doors at the theatre ! such 
a tempest of bustle and unmeaning noise wherever 
they appeared ! the Giblets were seen here and 
there and every where ; — they visited every body 
they knew, and every body they did not know ; 
and there was no getting along for the Giblets. — 
Their plan at length succeeded. By dint of din- 
ners, of feedmg and frolicking the town, the Gib- 
let family worked themselves into notice, and 
enjoyed the ineffable pleasure of being forever 
pestered by visitors, who cared nothing about 
tbem ; of being squeezed, and smolOawK^^^afc^^^- 
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boiled at n^tlj balls, and evenUig tea pirl 
thef irera allowed tlie priTilege or IbrgetUa 
Terr ^^ "^^ friendu they tmob potseised ^ 
turned tbeir nosea op Id the wind at ereir 
tint wai not genteel ; uid their superb mat 
mod sublime affectatioD at len^ left it no loi 
a matter of doubt that tbc Giblets wei% perfei 
in the style. 



" Being, an it were, a moall coDtentnicnte in a ne* 

contcntidg nibjectc ; a bitter picaaaunte taiite of ■ nmi 
•eaaoDcd sower; nnd, all in all, a more than ordioaii 
rsjofcbSiin ai» PxtninriUnaric jorrow of deljrghli!" 

LiM. FiDILIUI. 



We bare been considcrablj edified of late bj 
several letters ofadvice from a number of sage cor 
respondents, who really seem to know more abon 
our work tlian we do oursclTcs. Ofae mnis n 
against Mying any thing more aboot Shivers, whi 
Is a very particular friend of the writer, and nrhi 
has a sin^ilnr disiacUnation to W Vua^lb& "i 
raft coiTpepondent in particuUr 'wweX^s, Mji 
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jpersonalities, and accuses us of ill nature k brii^ 
ing forward old Fungus and Billy Dimple, as figures 
«f fiiD to amise the public. Another gentlemsn, 
who states that he is a near relation of the Cock- 
lofts, proses away most soporificallyon the in^cio- 
priety of ridiculing a respectable old family ; Mid 
declares that if we make them and their wbte- 
whams the subject of any more essays, he shall be 
under the necessity of applying to our theatrical 
champions for satis^u^tiou. A third, who by the 
crabbedness of the hand- writing, and a few care- 
less inaccuracies in the spelling, appears to be « 
lady, assures us that the miss Cocklofts, and miss 
Diana Wearwell, and miss1)a8haway, and mrs. 

Will Wizard's quondam flame, are so amch 

obliged to us for our notice, that they intend ia 
future to take no notice of us at all but leave ns 
out of aH their tea-parties ; for which we make 
them one of our best bows, and say, *^ thank yen 
ladles.*' 

We wish to heayen these good people would at- 
tend to their own affairs, if they have any to -at* 
tend to, and let us alone. It is one of the most^ 
provoking things in the world that we eamiot 
tickle the public a little, merely for our own pri- 
vate aimnsement, but we nm^W^e e.TQS>%%^«xui ijast- 
^d by these meddling' incewiVw^^ «^^. Vtv. l*^. 
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hare Out wliolo town about our ears. Wo wn- 
Bmch ia the Mine RituattoD yrUh an unliiokjr blada 
of a cocknej ; who having nMonted hia bit of bbtoi 
to mjaf a little itiooceot recreatioa, and dispbi} 
Ui bonemansliip along Bro&dirky, is worried ^ 
sB tftoee little jelpbig cura tltat ioTest oar dtfi 
and wlio never fail to aaltj oat and growl, and 
belt, and snarl, to the groat asnoT&oce of the 
BinDtD^am equestrian. 

* WiwI; was it said bjr the sage Linkitm FIdelitK, 
** howbeit, moreoTer, oererthelesse, this thrice 
wicked towne is charged up to the lauraie with 
all naniier of ill-oaturea aad uncharitableoesies, 
and is, moreover, ezcecdii^lie naughto." 'IFhb 
passage of the erudite Linkum was nt^Vitd to Uw 
^y of Gotham, of which he was once lord major, 
■3 appears by hia picture hung up in the hall of 
that ancient citj; — but bis observation fits this 
best of all possible cities " to a hair." It ii 
a melancholjr truth that this same New-TtK'k, 
though the matt charming, pleasant, polished aud 
praise-worthj citj under the luu, and in a word 
tbc boTute bouelu ot the universe, is most shock* 
ir^lf ill-natnred and sarcastlc'and wickedly given 
to all manner of tHukslidings ; — fbr which we are 
very lorry indeed. In truth, for it must come out 
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not only ill-natured, but manifestly unjust : no 
sooner do they get one of our random sketches 
in their hands, but instantly they apply it most 
unjustifiably to some " dear friend,*' and then ac- 
cuse us vociferously of the personality which ori- 
ginated in their own officious friendship ! troly it 
is an ill-natured town, and most earnestly do we 
hope it may not meet with the late of Sodom and 
Gomorrah of old. 

As, however, it may be thought incumbent 
upon us to make some apology for these mistakes 
of the town ; and as our good-nature is truly ex- 
emplary, we would certainly answer this expecta- 
tion were it not that we have an invincible antip- 
athy to making apologies. We have a most prb- 
fonnd contempt for any man who cannot give 
three good reasons for an unreasonable thing ; and 
will therefore condescend, as usual, to give the 
public three special reasons for never apologizing : 
-^first, an apology implies that we are accountable 
to some body or another for our conduct ; — ^now 
as we do not care a fiddle-stick, as authors, for 
either public opinion or private ill-will, it would 
be implying a falsehood to apologize : — second, au 
apol ogy would indicate that we had been doing 
^^jHtfre ought not to have done, "^ow ^ vi^ 
^pKf nor ever intend to do axvy ^KvD^ ^'^^sf^ 



it would be ridiculous to make >iu apology i— 
tlilril, we labor under the same iocapacitf ia tbe 
art of apolagiciug Uiat lost LaagtalT his mistresg-, 
I— we Derer jet undertook to make apoli^ nitb- 
out conunittiug a new ofieocc, and nakiag niatten 
ten times irorse tliui tbey were tvcrore i and we 
sre, therefore, detenniDed to aviNd such predifr- 
smeols in future. 

But though we have resolved never to apolo- 
gise, j'et we liave no particular objectioD to ex- 
plaia ; and if this ia all that's wanted, we will go a- 

bout it directly : allons, geutleinen ! — -belbre* 

bowevei', we eoter upon this eerious afikir, we 
take this opportunity to expres; our sui-prise and 
iodigDatitHi at the incrednlitj of some people. — 
Have we not, over sod over, assured the toirii 
that we are three of tlie best natared fellows liv- 
ing? And is it not astonishing, that having ah 
ready given seven coiiviucuig proofs of the truth 
of thi^ lussur.-uicc, they should still have any doubts 
ou the subjeet ? but as it is one of the impossible 
tliitjgs to make a kuave believe in honesty, so, 
perhaps, it may bo another to nuke this most 
^a^cnstic, satirical, and teanh'inklng city believe 
in the existence of good-natflre. But to our cs- 

pjanation. Geatle laader '. tor we are coQvin* 

ceil that none but gentle ot ^caVw^\ ^iaMT%. ^3^ 
S 2 
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relish our excellent productions if thou art in ex- 
pectatioiu of being perfectly satisfied mth what 
we are about to say, thou mayest as well ** whistle 
lillebullero** and skip quite orer what follows ; 
for never wight was more disappointed than thou 
wilt be most assuredly. — ^But to the explanation. : 
We care just as much about the public and its 
wise conjectures, as we do about the man in the 
moon and his whmi-whams ; or the criticisms of 
the lady who sits majestically in her elbow-chair 
in the lobster; and who, belying her sex, as we are 
credibly informed, never says any thing worth 
listening to. We have launched our bark, and 
we will steer to our desUned port with undevia- 
ting perseverance, fearless of being shipwrecked 
by the way. Good-nature is our steersman, rea- 
soQ our ballast, whim the breeze that waits us 
along, and morality our leading star. 
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raOM MY SLBOW-CUAIR. 



It ill bome measure Jumps with my liumor to be 
*' melanclioly and gentleman-like*' this stormy 
night, and I see no reason why I should not indulge 
myself for once. — ^Away, then, with joke, with fun 
and laughter for a while ; let my soul look back 
in mournful retrospect, and sadden Tf ith the oKm- 
oiy of my good aunt Chaeity— who died of a 
frenchman ! 

Stare not, oh, most dubious reader, at the men- 
tion of a complaint so uncommon; grievously 
hath it afflicted the ancient family of the Cocklofts, 
who carry their absurd antipathy to the french &• ' ' 
far, that they will not suffer a clo?e of garlic io 
the house : and my good old friend C\ME:^\ss^^BK3i 
was once on the point of i!bdxido\\\ns^\!^ -^-aXKCM^w 
country mansion of Coc\lot^A»VV ^oafc^'^^ \sftjca® 
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a colony of frogs had settled in a neighboriBg 
swamp. I verily believe he would have carried 
his whim-wham into effect, had not a fortunate 
droaght obliged the enemy to strike their tents, 
and, like a troop of wandering arabs, to march 06' 
towards a moister part of the country. 

My aunt Charity departed this life in the fifty- 
ninth year of her a;;e, though she never grew 
older alter twenty-five. In her teens she ivas, 
according to her own account, a celebrated beau- 
ty, — though I never could meet with any body 
that remembered when she was handsome; on 
the contrary, Evergreen's father, who used to 
gallant her in his youth, says she was as knotty a 
little piece of humanity as he ever saw ; and that, 
if she had been possessed of the least sensibility, 
she would like poor old Acco^ have most certainly 
run mad at her own figure and face the first time 
she contemplated herself in a lookiug-glass. In 
the good old times that saw my aunt in the bey- 
day of youth, a fine lady was~a most formidable ^ 
animal, and required to be approached with the 
same awe and devotion that a tartar feels in the 
presence of his Grand Lama. If a gentleman of- 
iered to take her hand, except to help her into a 
wi^e, or lead her into a dr2uYii3%^raQ{n^ vql^ 
Iktaflr/ such a rustllig ol[ brocade «dA \»Sfe\».\ 
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r pute shoe-buAles sparkled with indig'* 
ind for a moment afstuned the bFilliuCf 
mds : in those da^ tbe peieoo of a belle 
red ; it was luprofaned bj the sacril^;ioil> 

a Btraiiger ; simple umls <. — the; had 

vraltz amoii' tliem yet ! 
wd auDt prideil herGelf on keeping up tbit 
I dclkao/ ; and if sh« happened to be plaj- 
« otd-tashioncd game ol' forfeits, and wai 
Liss, it was always more tronble to get it 
ras worth; for «hc made a most gallant 

and never surrendered natil she saw her 
y ioclinud to ffvc of er his attack. Erer- 
father says be remembers once to have 
a sleighing party with her, and when tbej 

Kissing-bridge, it fell to bit lot to Ict/ 
tionn on mi^s Charity Cockloft i who, af- . 
Iling at a hideous rate, at length jumped 
e sleigh plump into a snow-bank; where 
i last like an iejclc, until he came to her 

This latonion feat cost ber a rbeuma- 
itchshc never Ihoroaghfy recovered. Iij 

itbecsiugular that my aunt, though agreal 
ind an heiress withal, nerer got married. 
«ii she alleged was, that «he never noi 
ver who resembled sirCharleiGtandlaa&> 
other nightly dieaau aJoA ^i^m^^>!'*=^ ^ 
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bat I am priTately of opinioD that it was offuog to 
ber neyer haTuig had an ofSer. This maeh is eer<^ 
tain, that for many years prenous to ber decease, 
the decfined all attentions ftom the gentiemen^ 
aad contented herself with watching over the wel- 
fare of her fellow-creatures. She was, indeed, ob» 
served to take a considerable lean towards metho* 
dism, was frequent in her attendance at lore feasts^ 
read Whitfield and Westley, and even went so &r 
as once to travel the distance of fiv« and twenty 
miles to be present at a camp meeting. Thia gave 
great offence to my cousin Christopher, and his 
good lady, who, as I have already mentioned, aie 
rigidly orthodox ; and had not my aunt Charity 
been of a most pacific disposition, her religioaB 
whim-wham would have occasioned many a fiuni- 
ly altercation. She was, indeed, as good a sool 
as the Cockloft tkmily ever boasted ; a lady of 
unbounded loving kindness^ which extended to 
man, woman, and child ; many of whom she ahnost 
killed with good-nature. Was any acquaintance 
sick ? in vain did the wind whistle and the storm 
beat ; my aunt would waddle through mad and 
mire, over the whole town, but what she woul^ 
visit them. She would sit by them for hours to^ 
gather with the most peTsevering patience ; and 
Ml a thousand melancholy s\ox\^ ^t Ymsboj^ \i&&* 
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ei7> to keep up tlieir spirits. The whole cata- 
logue of f/erb teas was at her finger's ends, from 
formidable wormwood down to gentle balm ; and 
flhe would descant by the hour on the healing 
qualities of boar-hound, catnip, and pennj^-rojal* 
Wo be to the patient that came under the bener* 
9lent hand of my aunt Charity ; he was sure, willy 
nilly, to be drendied with a deluge of decoctions ; 
and ftill many a time has my cousin Cnristopher 
iNime a twinge of pain in silence, through fear of 
being condemned to suffer the martyrdom of her 
materia-medica. My good aunt had, moreover, 
(considerable skill in astronomy ; for she could tell 
iprhen the sun rose and set every day in the year ; 
and no woman in the whole world was able to pro- 
nounce, with more certainty, at what precise min- 
<lte the moon changed. She held the story of 
the moon*s being made of green cheese, as an 
abominable slander on her favorite planet ; and she 
had made several valuable discoveries in solar 
eclipses, by means of a bit of burnt glass, whidi 
entitled her at least to an honorary admission in 
the American-philosophical-society. Hutching's 
improved was her favorite book ; and I shrewdly 
suspect that it was from this valuable work she 
drew most o£ her sovereign rem^^V«& ^q»\ ^x^^'^^ 
ran^hs, come and oonsumptioivs. 
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But the truth must be told ; With all her good 
qualities my aunt Charity was aiBieted with one 
fimlt, extremely rare among her gentle sex ;•— it 
was curiosity. How she came by it, I am at a 
loss to imagine, but it played the very vengeance 
with her and destroyed the comfort of her life. 
Having an inyincible desire to know every body's 
character, business, and mode of living, she was 
forever prying into the affairs <^ her neighborF^; 
and got a great deal of ill will from people towaidr 
whom she had the kindest disposition possible.-— 
If any family on the opposite side of the street 
gave a dinner ; my aunt would mount her spectib- 
cles, and sit at the window until the con^NUiy 
were all housed ; merely that she might know wh» 
they were. If she heard a story about any of her 
acquaintance she would, forthwith, set off ftill -s^ 
and never rest until, to use her usual expressioD, 
sl^e had got ** to the bottom of it ;*' which meant 
nothing more than telling it to every body she 
knew. 

I remember one night my aunt Charity happen- 
ed to hear a most precious story about one of her 
good fricnd<$, but unfortunately too late to give ft 
immediate circulation. It made her absolutely 
miserable ; and she Y\ard\y s\^v^ ^ 7?vaJt ^VL ni^ht, 
ff>r fear her bo^^om-fneTJid, mt?.. ^v^Tkvs^. '^tess!^J^ 
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get tbe itart of ber bi the marolng uid blow tha 
Whole aAir. You must kimw there was always t 
contest between these two ladles, who should first 
give currencj to the good-matured thin^ said a- 
bout every \xn\y ; aod this UDfortuoate riralship at 
length proved fatal to their loug and ardent friend- 
ihip. My aunt gat up full loo hours that morning 
bafore her usual time ; put ou her pompadour taf- 
feta goivn, bihI salliod forth to lament the misror' 
tune of her dear friciML — Would you belicvo it f — 
wherever she treiit lurs. Sipkius bad auticipated 
her i a^d, instead i>f being, lictciiml to with uplift- 
ed hands and opcii-montbed wonder, my uohap- 
pf aunt was obliged to sit dowu quietly and listen 
ti> the whole aJToir, wiih minicnius addilkins, alter* 
ations and aincndnieuts '■ — now liiis wok too bad ; 
it would almost have provoked Patiuut Grizzle or 
a saint : — it was too mueli lor my aunt, who kept 
her l>ed for three ilays atXurHards, with a cold, as 
she preteBded : luit I have no i[oul>t it was owing 
to this affiur of mrs. ^iipkins, to whom she never 
would be rcroiiciled- 

But I pass over Uio rest of my aunt Charltj'* 
life, checquered with tlic various calamities and 
mlsfortiiDCS and mortifications, incident to thesa 
worthy old gentlewomen who have Vtft 4w»«i,\:-w!. 
cares of Uie wkote comunimty Ui\M)n \Swiw xtis^*'> 
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I 

and I hasten to relate the melancholy incident that' 
hurried her out of existence in the full bloom of 
antiquated virginity. 

In their frolicksome malice the fates had order- 
ed that a french boarding-house, or Pension Fran" 
caise, as it was called, should be establi^ed di- 
rectly opposite my aunt's residence. Cruel event ! 
unhappy aunt Charity !— it threw her into that , 
alarming disorder denominated the fidgets ; she did i 
nothing but watch at the window day after day, 
but without becoming one whit the wiser at the 
end of a fortnight than she was at the beginning ; 
she thought that neighbor Pension had a monstrous 
large family, and some how or other they were alt 
men ! she could not imagine what business neighbor 
Pension followed to support so numerous a house- 
hold ; and wondered why there was always such a 
scraping of fiddles in the parlor, and s^ch a smell 
of onions from neighbor Pension's kitchen ; in 
short, neighbor Pension was contumally upjicr- 
most in her thoughts, and mccssantly on the outer 
edge of her tongue. This was, I believe, the very 
first time she had ever failed '* to get at the bottom 
of a thing ;" and the disappointment cost her many 
a sleepless night I warrant you. I have little 
doubU however, that my awivl wowld have ferretted 
neighbor Pension out, cou\d %\iB\«.'^^«^Yss«^w 
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understood GreocJi ; but Id those tijues people in 
geueral could nuke tbcmsclvcs uiidci^tood iii plain 
cnE;lisfa ; and it was alirajs z stnniliiig rule in the 
Cockloft ramiiy, whith esists tii this day, that uot 
one of the feiflales should U'ani licntli. 

My auat Charity had Ijvcil. at her window, tor 
some time in vain ; H'liiin ojic dav as site wu keep- 
ing her usual look-out, and sunVring all the pangs 
vl'unsatisQcd curiosity, slie ht-hi'ld a little meagre, 
iveazel-laced frenchman, of ihe most forloro, di- 
ininutire and pitiful pmpiirtions, arrive at neigh- 
bor Pension's dooi'. He ivas dressed in white, 
with a little pLiched up cocked Itat ; he seemed to 
t>)iake in the iviud.and every blast that went oTci 
him whistled Ihruugli his bl>ut)^{ and thi'catened in-. 
«tant aDnlltilatiau. This embodied splrit-ul-famine 
was followed by three carts, himbercd wiUi crazy 
trunks, chests, band-boxes, bidets, iiwdicuie-chests, 
parrots and motikeys ; and at his heck ran a yelp- 
ing pack of little blnek-iiost'd pug di^. This was 
the one thing iraiiting to (ill up tlic measure of my 
aunt Charity's afflictions ; she could not cotici^iTC, 
for the soul of her, witothts mysterious little aii- 
parition could be that niiwie so great a display ; 
what he couM possibly doViUiso vtoiq^v >»¥;!^^ 
and particularly witbhU paTroXsawlHio^^s^'i*-' 
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man]' trunks of clothes. Honest soul '. the 
Berer had a peep into a I'l'enchmaii's nardn 
that depot of old coats, liats and breeches, of 
growth of ever}' fashion he lias followed iti his 

From the titn;^ of this fatal arriral mj poor : 
was ID a quaiiiaiy ; — all her inquiries were £ 
less ; no one could expound the hielorf of this i 
terious stranger : she nerer held np her hea< 
terivards,— ^trooped daily, took to her bei 
a fortnight, and in " one little montli" 1 saw 
qtiictly depositeii in the family vault: — being 
seventh Cocklolllliat has died ofa nhim-whii 

Take waraing.iiij'fuircountrjiYomeu ! and 
oh, ye exceHcDt ladies, whether married or sii 
who pry into ' other people's atfairs and neg 
those of your own household; — who arc so bi 
employed In observing the faults of othors that 
have no time to correct your own ; — reraen 
the fate of mj dear aunt Charity, and eschew 
evil spirit of curiosity. 
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FROM MY ELBOW-CHAIR. 



I find, by perusal ofour last number, tliai Wili^ 
Wizard and Evergreen, taking advantage of my 
confinement, have been playing some of their gam- 
bols. I suspected these rogues of some mal-practi- 
ces, in consequence of their queer looks and know- 
ing winks whenever I came down to dinner ; and of 
their not showing their faces at old Cockloft's tor 
several days after the appearance of their precious 
effusions. Whenever these two waggish fell(»wfi 
lay theii* heads together, there is always sure to be 
hatched some notable piece of misr.hicf ; which, 
ii' it tickles no body else, is sure to make its authors 
merry. The public will take notice that, for the 
purpose of teaching these my associates better 
manners, and punishing them for their high misde- 
meanors, I have, by virtue of my authority, sus- 
pended them from all mterfereuce in Salmagun- 
di, until they show a proper degree of repentance ; 
pr I get tired of supporthig tlic burthaw q< \3aa 
work myself. I am sorry {qx ^N\\\, >n>wci V^ t^x^-^^^ 
T 2 



:?ie SALMAGUNDI 

laCQcicntl/ mortified ia not daring to come to Uie 
old bouse and tell his long stories and smoke his 
rygarr ; but Evergreen, being an old beau, may so- 
lace himself in his disgrace bj trimming up all his 
old finery and making love to the little girls. 

At present my right hand man is cousin Pindar, 
whom I have taken into high favor. He came 
home the other night all in a blaze Hke a sky-rock- 
et ; — whisked up to his room m a paroxysm of 
poetic inspii^ation nor did we see any thing of 
him until late the next morning, when he boun- 
ced upon us at breakfast 

** Fire in each eye — and paper in each hand." 

This is just the way with Pindar, he is like a 
volcano ; will remain for a long time silent with- 
out emitting a single spark, and then, all at once, 
burst out in a tremendous explosion of rhyme and 
rhapsody. 

As the letters of my friend Mustapha seem to 
excite considerable curiosity, I have subjomed 
another. I do not vouch for the justice of his re- 
marks, or the correctness of his conclusions ; they 
are full of the blunders and errors into which 
strangers continually mduAgjB, N^\«i ^xe\K«v^\ft ^v« 
aJ2 account of this country b^fox^ \3aR^ \rO\>kdss« 
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tfae geography of the street in wlueli the; live. 
Tbe copies ol' my ft ieiid's papers hi;ii)g confused 
and without ilate, I ciintiol pretcni) to give tliem 
Id systematic order j — in fact they teem now anii 
tbento treatofmatters whiclihavc occurred since 
his departure : whether these are sly iniirpola- 
tions of tliat meddlesome wight IVill AVi:.>ii'il, or 
whether honest Mustapha was gifted with the spi- . 
fit or profihecy or second nielli, I scithrr liiioiv — 
nor in fact do I care. I'he IbMowing sceiiis to 
have been written when tlie tripolitau prisoncni 
were so much annoyed by the ragged state of 
their wardrobe. Mustaplia feelingly depicts the 
-embarrassments of bis situation traveller like ; 
makes an ea^ fntn^ition from his breeches to the 
i!eat of geverBDient, and incoutineatly ^uses the 
whole administratkiD ; like a sapient traveller 1 
once knew, who damned the freiich nation in tol» 
— because they eat sugar with green peas. 
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LETTER 

FROM M08TAPHA RUB-A-DUB KELI KBA 

captain of a ketch, to Asem Hacchcm^ pn 
slave-driver to his highness the bashat 
of Tripoli, 



Sweet, oil, Asem ! is the memory of 

(riends ! like the mellow ray of a departiiif 

&lls tenderly yet sadly on the heart. Evei 

of absence frpm my native land rolls heav: 

' like the sandy wave of the desert ; and t 

shores of my country rise blooming tp my is 

tion, clothed in the soft iiluslTe charms of di 

I sigh, yet no one listens to the sigh of the a 

I shed the bitter tear of recollection, but i 

(Sjrmpathiases in the tear of the tuFbaned str 

Think not, howeyer, thpa brother of my soi 

I complain of the horrors of my situation ;- 

pot tb^t my captivity i& ^\.\£ii<dfed ytvUl the 

$hp cbaiDs, the scoar^es, tXiia va&\3\Vs>^?Qa^. 



x<lavery, with us, more dreadful than the pangs of 
hesitating, lingering death. Light, indeed, arc the 
restraints on the personal freedom ol' thy kinsman ; 
but who can enter into the afflictions of the mind ? 
— ^who can describe the agonies of the heart ? Ibey 
are mutable as the clouds of the ahr, they are 
countless as the waves tliat divide me from my 
native country. 

I have, of late, my dear Asem, labored under 
an inconvenience shignlarly unibrtunate, and am 
reduced to a. dilemma most ridiculously embarras- 
sing. Why «hould J hide it irom the companion of 
my thoughts, the partner iOif my sorrows and my 
joys ? Alas ! Asem, thy friend Mustapha, the in- 
vincible captain of a ketch, is sadly in want of a pair 
of breeches ! thou wilt doubtless smile, oh, most 
grave mussulman, to hear me indulge in such ar- 
dent lamentations about a circumstance so trivial, 
and a want apparently so easy to be satisfied : but ^ 
little canst thou know of the mortifications attend- 
ing my necessities, and the astonishing dliiicuUy of 
supplying them. HoiK>red Vy the smiles and at- 
tentions of the beautiful ladies of this city, who 
have fallen in love ivith my whiskers and my tur- 
ban ; courted by tlie basbaws and the great men, 
who del%ht to have meat tbftit ^«^^je\s.\ X^tf&'^^^^isK.^ 
jgtj company eagerly so\k\VtdV; ^N«iV^ ^^^^^"*i^ 
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gjves a concert ; think of my chagrin at being obli- 
ged to decline tlie host of iDTRations that daily 
overwhelm me, merely for want of a pair of breech* 
es ! Oh, Allah ! Allah \ that thy disciples could 
come into the world all be-feathered like a ban- 
tam, or with a pair of leather breeches like the 
wild deer of the forest ! Surely, my firieiid, it is the 
destiny of man to be forever subjected to petty 
evils ; whieh, however trifling in appearance, prey 
la silence on his little pittance of enjoyment, and 
poison those moments of sunshioe, which might 
otherwise be consecrated to happiness. 

The want of a garment, thou wilt say, is easily 
supplied ; and thou mayest suppose need only be 
mentioned, to be remedied at oqce by any tailor of 
the land : little canst tbou conceive the impedl* 
ments which stand in the way of my comfort ; and 
still less art thou acquainted with the prodigious 
great scale on which every thing is transacted iu 
this country. The nation moves most majestical- 
ly slow and clumsy in the most trivial affairs, like 
the unwieldy elephant which makes a formidable 
difficulty of picking up a straw ! When I hinted 
my necessities to the officer, who has charge of my- 
self and my companions, I expected to have then| 
^tiiwith relieved ; bulYie m^i^»«ii^'(»vAi»% Vs«|, 
ikce, told me that we ^rew i^tiswMiX* caH^^Xftn Vea* 
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we must therefore be dothed at the expense of 
gOFernment ; that as no provision had been made 
by congress for an emergency of the kind, it was 
impossible to furnish me with a paur of breeches, 
until all the sages of the nation had beeh conre^ 
Red to talk oter the mattei^ and debate upon the 
expediency of granting ray request. Sword of the 
inunortal Khalid, thought I, but this is grekt !'-^this 
is truly sublime ! All the sages of an immense 
logocracy assembled together to talk about my 
breeches ! Vain mortiil that I am I — I cannot bqt 
own i was somewhat reconciled to the delay, which 
must necessarily attend this method of clothing me, 
by ihB consideration that if they made the affair a 
natioaal act, my ^* name must of course be embod- 
ied in history'* and myself and my breeches flour- 
ish io immortality in the annals of this mighty em- 
pire ! 

'* Bat pray* said I, **how does it happen that a 
matter so insignificant should be erected into an 
object of such importance as to employ the repre* 
sentative wisdom of the nation ; and what is the 
cause of then* talking so much about a trifle ?^ ^ 
** Oh," replied the officer, who acts as our slare- 
driver, " it all proceeds from economy. If the goT- 
emment did not spend leu luxvef^ ^\cKis3skT»sss!K^H^ 
debating whether it ij^svtovcit \o ^awVf ^o«^^<<^ 
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breeches, as the breeches themselves ^ould costr 
the people who govern^ the bashaw and his divaa 
would straitwaj begin- to complain of their liberties 
being inii'inged ; the national finances squandered ! 
not a hostile slang-whaiiger, throughout the logoc- 
racjfbat would burst forth like a barrel of combus- 
^ tion ; and ten chances to one but the bashaw aiid 
the sages of his divan would all be turned out of ol- 
fice together. My good mussulman,' ' continued he, 
*' the administiution have the good of the people- 
too much at heart to trifle witli their pockets ; aiid= 
they would sooner assemble and talk away ten thou* 
sand dollars, than expend fifty silently out of the 
treasury ; such is the wonderful spirit of economy 
that pervades every branch of this goTernment :" 
^* Bot/* said I, *' how is it possible they can spend, 
money in talking ; surely words cannot be; the cur- 
rent coin of this country ?" ** Truly/' cried he, 
smiling, ** your tpiestion is pertinent enoug|ti» for 
words indeed often supply tlie place of cash aooong 
us, and many an honest debt is paid in promises ; 
but the-iact is, the grand bashaw and the members 
of congress* or gi*and-talkers-oi-the-nation, either 
receive a yearly salary or are paid by the day." 
** By the nine-hundred tongues of the great beast 
in Mahomet's vision but Vhc m\»^<n S& wsA-v— it is 
no wondov these honfiS%t m^iuV^'^K^ «» TO»s2iv'8&sfiw&, 
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ifothing, when they are paid for talkhig, like day-lic- 
borers.'* " You are mistaken,*' said my driver, " it 
is nothing but economy!** 

I remained silent for some minutes, for this 
iteqilicable word economy always discomfits me ; 
and when I flatter myself I hare grasped it, it 
slips through ray fingers like a jack'O'lantem. I 
haye not, nor perhaps erer shall acquire, suflteient 
of the philosophic policy' of this goyemment, to 
draw a proper distinction between ah indlyldual 
and a nation. If a man was to throw away a 
pound in order to save a b^garly penny, and 
boast at the same time of his economy, I should 
think him on a par with the fbol in the fiible of 
Alfanji ; who, in skuming a flint worth a farthing, 
'Spoiled a knife worth fifty times tlie sum, and 
thought he had acted wisely. The shrewd fellow 
would doubtless have valued himself much more 
highly on his economy, could he have known that 
his example would one day be followed by the 
bashaw of America, and the sages of his divan. 

This economic disposition, my friend, occ-asions 
much fighting of the spirit, and innumerable con- 
tests of the tongue in this talking assembly. — ' 
Wouldst thou believe it ? they were actually em- 
ployed for a Whole week \\i ^. trwiX. ^Xx^wassos.'vsSi^ 
eloquent debate abcu^t ^^iV'^Vtv^w^ ^ '^«^'^*^'^^^*' 

r 
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^Tall of the room appropriated to their Joeetingi I 
A, vast prolusion of iieryous arj^ument and pom- 
pous declamation was expended on tiiA occmm^ 
Some of the orators, I am told, being rather wag- 
gisfalj inclined, wero nK)st stupid^j jocular on tto 
occasion ; but their waggerjr gare greiit of^iK^ 
and was highly reprobated bj the more W4i^^ 
part of the assembly ; who holdall wH 9p4 livmor 
in abomination and thoogbt the bnsinew v^ trnmi 
nrach too solemn and serious to be treated Mghtlg^ 
It is supposed by some that this affair would bay^ 
eocupied a whole winter, aft it was a subject upoa 
whkh sereral gentlemen spoke who had never 
been known to open their lips in tbat pla^e ex- 
cept to soy yes and no. These silent membeni 
are by way of distinction denominated orator 
mums, and are highly valued in this countiy om 
acooiuit of their great talents for silence ;«-« qiial*' 
ification extremely rare in a logocracy. 

Fortunately for the public truiqnility, in the 
hotteit part of the debate, when two rampaat Tip- 
ginians, brim-full of logic and philosc^y, were 
measuring tongues, and syllogistically cudgelling 
each other out of their unreasonable notioBS, the 
president of the divan, a knowing old gentlemeiiy 

oae Digbt slyly sent a mason witlik Bi Wi«&.iiic«UM.\ . 

'rA9 ill thn coarse of a few masaXi^% c^nMi^^ ^>^ 
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ie and imt a final end to the argnment. TbiiR 
id this Wise old gentiemafr, hj hitting on a nx>st 
•imple expedient, in all ^probabilitj, saye his coun- 
try as much money as would bnild a gan-boat, or 
fmj % hirellBg slai^-Whaliger for a whole yolnme 
•f wordt. As it happened, only a lew thousand 
dollars were expended in paying these men, who 
Are denominated, I suppose in derision, legislators. 
Another ibstanee of their economy I r^te with 
pteasorej for I really begin to feel a regard for 
these poor barbarians. They talked away the 
liest part of a whole winter be/bre they could de- 
teEDiine not to expend a few dollars in purchasing 
» sword to bestow on an illustrious warrior : yes, 
Aflenit on that reiy hero who frightened all jout 
poor old women and young children at Deme, and 
ftdij pro¥ed himself a greater man than the mo- 
ther that bore him. Thus, my friend, is the whole 
eollectiTe wisdom of this mighty logpcracy em- 
ployed in sonmiferous debates about the most trir- 
iahaflhirs ; like I have sometimes seen a herculean 
mountebank exerting all his enUffes ip balancing 
a straw upon his nose. Their sag^ behold the 
mlnuteit object with the microscopic eyes of a 
pismire ; mole-hills swefl into mountaAas^ %sA ^ 
^giraio of mttstard-seed >inV\ sel \}te N«>njis» •«fiv.\»fi^ 
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vision, or a dimiDatiye mind, I leave tliee to de- 
cide ; for my part I consider it as another proof 
of the great scale on which erery thing is tnuh 
saoted in this country. 

I hare before told thee that nothing can be done 
without consulting the sages of the nation, whi» 
compose the assembly called the congress. This 
prolific body may not impn^rly be termed the 
** mother of inrentious ;*' and a most firoitial 
mother it is let me tell thee, though its chiidHBn 
are generally abortions. It has lately labored with 
what was deenoted the conception of a mi^ty nar 
vy. — All the old women and the good wives that 
assist the bashaw in his emergencies hurried to 
head quarters to be busy, like midwives, at the 
delivery.— All was anxiety, fidgetting and con- 
sultation ; when after a deal of groaning aud strofp- 
gling, instead of fbrmidable first rates and gallant 
irigates, out crept a litter of sorry little guni 
boats ! These are most pitiiul little vessels, pa^ 
taking vastly of the character of the grand bashaw, 
who has the credit of begettiii^ them ; bemg flat 
shfUiow vessels that can only sail before the wind ; 
-—must always keep in with the land ;^-are coo- 
tinually foundering or running ashore ; and in short, 
are only fit for Emoo\]h vroXeic. T^DSffi^liv intended 
/5r the defence of th© iD3into»^vXM^ni^x.'0s»« 
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tksiiira «U%«d to defend ttait'; and they re^alw 
•arnHicli nursiBg as 8o maaj rickety IttUe bantlinp. 
They are, howerer, the darling pets of the grand 
tedttw^ beii(lliBdiiUre&of biadotige* aiid, per* 
Mm *«■» tiJBfr dWDutire «te 4bd«/|kiptlUft 
m^olM;' ureiHed tfki ^'iikltait tMyoT, idtenv 
W:** TIM )wt tat liRMglM; tbttiriilCa^eKiMeiibe 
WM abMMt deified by the iiii«Mitgr oC- the-paaplft 
juvgnadttiohe tf eeoMOoqrA-Bj the beard^f 
BIriiinMt, tat tUi word It trtOy ineipl^^ 

TbtMiecbiietiifehe^ theJrefiwPe^iwB I«dfiead 
t t wd dwit imh 'jwrttttwii aid hundilr to nmr ttiit 

indeoftiielr wMonand the magnftadfr^tMr 
poireM, ' nmu l fl fe byt iy^ heatoir en an a rt lwlima te 
«#ti««; » piidir of iMttav breeches !'' Head of the 
MMnortid iUi^f^ eried I, "^ but this would iNft 
^ P mmUlU toas^tsi » d^^go ;**'^rhat ! after these 
wdhOies heifo ditttght propo'tD foaffrtheir odiiih- 
tiy'nalMd'aBd'defeiweleiik and aqNtsed to all the 
iiolittei stonal thai rottle withoiit, can L'4afe(tjt 
ttet1is9^ Witt laid m hel]^ hand to eontet thr 
<<« l i wo i U a r o#> aeMtyy ONrtive ?" iny-eMiHo- 
thMhwor 00^: oatwMod ^l^t^^dhs and I was 
eonaiMi.by thO' «MMiioo th^vo te-firan bohig 
iMigleeted, ft w«i etfety w«y ^fcM^ v|\R«MdiHN 

ffenmlof tbo loi«estbMaitoSe(Q0^% ^ 
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FJattering as was the idea of a wliole nation being 
agitated about my breeches, yet I oirn I was somch 
what dismayed at the idea of remaining in querpo, 
until all the national gpej-beards should have made 
a speech on the occasion, and giren their oonsent 
to the measure. The embarrassment and distress 
of mind which I experienced was visible in my 
countenance, and my guard, who is a man of infi- 
nite good nature, immediately suggested, as a 
more expeditious plan of supplying my wantfr^a 
benefit at the theatre. Though profoundly igno- 
rant of his meaning, I agreed to his proposition, 
the result of >yhich I shall disclose to thee in anoth^- 
er letter. 

Fare thee well, dear Asem ; in thy pious prayers 
to our great prophet, never forget to solicit thy 
friend's return ; and when thou numberest up the 
many blessings bestowed on thee by all bonntifhl 
Allah, poatiprth thy gratitude that he has cast thy 
nativity in a land where there is no assembly of le- 
gislative chatterers ; — no great bashaw, who be-» 
strides a gun-boat for a hobby-horse ;— where the 
word economy is unknown ; — and where an unfop- 
tunate captive is not obliged to call upon the whole 
pat ion, to cut him out a pair of brectch^. 

ever WiVnfi^ 
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PINDAR COCKLOFT, ESQ. 



Though iMtefd on Uiat sober ggc, 
When mea nitbdrsir trom faibko'i itsgc, 
And leave tiic falliea of the day, 
To (hape thfar conne ■ graver way ) 
Still thoK gay Bcenei I loiter laaaA, 
]awiuch my youth sireet trantport Ibuad : 
And though I feel tbdr jo7> decay, 
And laoguish every hour away,-^ 
, Tcthkeanruledooiii'dtopiU't, 
From the deu country of hie heart. 
From the fair &ptA m Vhich he apmn^, 
Where hii Brat notei of love'were sung, 
Will often turn to nave the hand. 
And Bigfa hi) Unainp oa Ote land ; 
JuBt M my lingering watch t keep^ — 
Thus oft I take mj brewell peeik 

And, like that lalgriiii, wba retrealt 
Thm lagging frois hii part&LVBti, 
K''bea the nd thougbt pervadm Via miA, 
Vbat ibe tut bud he\evKAV^>^ 
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Is ravage bf a foreign foe, 
Its cities waste, its temples low, 
And ruined all those hiiunts of jojr 
That gave him rapture when a bpy ; 
Turns from it with averted eye, 
And while he heaves the anguished sigh, 
Scarce feels regret that the loved shore 
Shall beam upon his sight no more ;-«' 
Just so it grieves my sOoitD view, 
While breathing forth a fond adieu^ 
The innovations pride has made, 
Th« fiistian, frippery and parade. 
That now usurp with mawlddi grace 
Pure tranquil pleasure's wonted place ! 
Twas joy we ]ook*d for in my priuve. 
That idol of the olden time $ 
When all our pastimes ha4 the art 
To please, and not midead, the heart. 
Style cursed us not«— that modem flasb, 
That kve qC racket and of trash.; 
Which scaxcs at once all fedinip joys, 
And drowns ddight in empty noise f 
Which barters friendship, mirth and truths 
The artless air, the blo(»s of youth, 
And all those gentle sweets that swarm 
Round nature in her shnplest form. 
For cold display, for hollow state, 
The trapfangv q( tbe wo^^Mr^j^eak^ 

Oh ! onceafiaintYiiQBe^^^^^ct^ 
When l>eaxtiii«t Yauctii^ ^MtowftV^ 
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When erery honest gaert would flock 

To add his pleasure to the stock. 

More fond his transports to express. 

Than show the tiotd of his dress ! 

These were the timet that claspM the soul 

In gentle friendship's soft control ; 

Our &ir ones, unprofoned by art. 

Content to gain one honest heart. 

No train of sighing swains desired. 

Sought to be loved and not admired. 

But now tis fiDrm, not love unites ; . 

Tip show, not pleasure that invites. 

Each seeks the ball to play the que^m, 

To flirt, to conquer^ to be seen ; 

Each grasps at universal sway, 

And reign| the Idol of the day ; 

Exults amid a thousand sighs. 

And triumphs when a lover dm. 

Each belle a rival belle surveys, 

Like deadly foe with hostile gaie ; 

Nor can her ** dearest friend^ eareff), 

Till she has slyly leannM her dress ; 

Ten conquests in one 3rear will make, 

And six eternal friendships break ! 
How oft I breathe the inward sigh. 

And feel the dew-drop irf^y ^e, 

When I behold some beauteous framo, 

IX vine in every thing but name^ 
Just venturing, in the tender a^^. 
On /Sm/uob's late new fanned «.\a«^ ^ 
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Wh^re 800« the gpiiltkaa factrt tballceaie 
To beat in aitkonon aad petce ^ 
Where all theflowtn of gagr 4eli|ht 
With which jwith dedu its prc^pecti brifht, 
Shall wither mid th« earei, the itrife, 
The cold realitici«f life! 

Thus latelj, io my caieleM mood, 
As I the woiid of ladiioB vicir'd 
While celcbratim (retit and onall. 
That grand iokmoitj» a ball, 
M7 roviog viokxi chaneed to light 
On two fweetfonm, diviMljr hri^ -, 
Two niter nymphB, alike iabce^ 
In mein, in lovelinetiy and grace ; 
Twin rofle-faudm bunting into blooiD, 
In all their brilliiiiMe sad perfime^ 
Like those bir forms thai eft«i beam 
Upon the eastern poets dream ! 
For Eden had each loxd/ aiaid 
In native innocence anrnyed^— > 
And heaven itfelf had almo^ shed 
Its sacred halo round eadi head ! 

Thej- seemed, just enter]ag.haad in hand, 
To cautious tread this fhiry land ^ 
To take a timid hasty view, 
enchanted with a scene so new. 
The modest blusb, untaught by art, 
B^T*oVti their puity oi bcul \ 
'And every timoroui act imiusV^ 
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Ob.lMn'tten RfngmjorM t^ riiJit, 
And thrill'd BT biaem wWi ddtfrt ! 
tbcjr bMutht tiw tMooi of BT TOnlh 
Back to IB7 lotil b mil dtdr troth ; 
Reesll'd fiir i[nilti ioto diT, 
That tinw'i mi^ haod btd nrept «w^ '■ 
Thua the bri^ DstiTC* &(«i tAon, 
Who come oa m cwi g M t^Imv, 
Wni bloi, it iwe mi fiitnt vUlM, 
Our onfbl dwlliiig by tteir nmln t 

Ob ! mf renmce cf rmfli a put> 
Dear siiy drtoN too bci^ to bat ! 
Vetwhoi nA faM ■( ttete K^ea, 
I fed your loft it— hrrnrr hwn ; 
For, ab ! tiie u^le post^ bent, 
Od whidi Ibod kmoDCC playM iti part, 



As lotb to quit OttiT tbnm Mat 
Jutt like the harpia mclodioiH wirr. 
Swept bya h«d with hcmelj On, 
Thou^ cceied the kndlr ivelliDf (train. - 
Vet aweet vilnliina loog TOinia. 

Fun aooo I ftrand the lovely pair 
Had tpnn^ beotath B nothtfa care, 
Hwd by a oei^toiii^ itreamht>i aide. 
At once its onanwiit and pride. 
The besDlaou) parod'a tender Iwut 
Had well tblfiU'd tt» piooa pwt i 
And, like tbe bo^ BHt at lAA, 
.4s w«Ve hytiaeiMfnciBi^'^ 



SALMAGUNBl 



To.P»rtV»6»»»*;* ^love decay- 



mmbOTCT nmnd Uwn M thry glide 
Down lUuDO'i BBOOtli dccotfnl tide. 
And guard them o^^ that ftraiay deep 
Whac dinipatkjo'fl tanpnt sweep : 
(Ni, DBke Uiu meqierieimd jair 
The dtitttt of TOOT tendaot care. 
P w eer r e tbea froa'Ibc laagM eye. 
The foded etMck, the loog dnwn rigfa : 
And let it be jaw tOBhaOt «iia 
To ktep the fair ma tliU tte ame ; 
Tiro sister hearti, onollied, liri|ht 
Ai tbeGret beun of htcid ligiit, 
That ^arkled fnta Oe jrontlifut nm,* 
When £nt his joomd race begun. 
So when theae beaiti Aall bunt tbeir shi 
To wing their Biglit to lealm divine, 
Tliey naj to radient mamkniB rite 
Pure u «ben Gnt tiwy left the eUes. 
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Na X.--SATURDAY, MAY 16, 1807. 



VROM M7 ELBOW-CHAIR. 



The long interval which has elapsed since the 
publication of our last number, like many other re- 
markable events, has given rise to much conjecture 
ayod excited considerable solicitude. It is but a day 
or two since I heard a knowing young gentleman 
observe, that he suspected Salmagundi would be a 
Bine days wonder, and had even prophesied that 
the ninth would be our last effort. Bntt the age of 
prophecy, as well as that of chivalry, is past ; and 
no reasonable man should now venture to foretell 
9ngbt but what he is determined to bring about 
himself : — he may then, if he please, monopolize 
prediction, and be honored as a prophet even in his 
•wn country. 

Though I hold whether we write, or not write, 
ix^ be none of the public's business, yet as I ha^ie 
jost heard of the loss of three thousand votes at least 
to the Clintonians, I feel in a rem'a;xV^\& ^\i\^^\. 
iamor thereupon, and will gWe soroe ^jc^fiMSsX ^ 
fe reasom wbieh induced us to pe»M30» o\« NiSfiS?^3i^ 
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labors ;->or rather our amnsements : for, if writiog 
cost either of as a inoment's labor, there k nota 
man but what would bang up his pen, to the great 
detriment of the world at large, and of our publish- 
er in particular ; who has actually bought himself 
a pair of tfunk breeches, with the profits of oar 
writings ! ! 

He informs me that several persons having call- 
ed last Saturday for No.X, took the disappointment 
so much to heart that he really apprehended some 
terrible catastrophe ; and one good-looking man, 
in particular, declared his intention of quitting the 
country if the work was not continued. Add to 
Hhis, the town has grown quite melancholy in tlie 
iast fortnight ; and several young ladies hare de- 
clared in my hearing that if another number did 
not make its appearance soon, they would be obli- 
ged to amuse themselves with teasing their beaux 
and making them miserable. Now I assure my 
readers there was no flattery in this, for they do 
more suspected me of being Launcelot Langstaff, 
than they suspect me of being the emperor of 
China, or the man in the moon. 

I have also received several letters complainfaq^ 
of our indolent procraalualioii ', waSi wft oC my cor- 
tespondenXs assures me IVal ^ TOMo\i« ^sJl-^tiM^^ 
gentlemen, who had not reaAii\wo\XX««^«^^« 
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tliej left school, but who ha?e takeu a wonderfnl 
Iflting to our paper, will eertainly rektpie into their 
ekt habits unless we go on. 

For the sake, therefore, of all these good people ; 
9nd most especially ibr the satisfaction of the la- 
dies, every one of whom we would lore, if we pos- 
sibly could, I have again wielded my pen with a 
most hearty determination to set the whole world 
to rights ; to make cherubims and seraphs of aU 
the fair ones of this enchanting town, and raise the 
fpirits of the poor federalists, who, in truth, seem 
to be in a sad taking, erer since the American- 
Tieket met with the accident of being so unhap- 
pily tlirown out. 



TO LAUNCELOT LANGSTAFP, ESQ. 



I felt myself hurt and ojBTended by n)r. 
Crergreen's terrible phillipic against modecaAsm.- 
ih, ia No, IL of your work, aiid'wa&\MQ!^«t ^«rtfs«» 
^pmbeasion that his strictures im^bX >aA^a^ ^^"^ 
i, wbscb I bvLve the honor to prtii%»*. ^^ ^^ 

W 2 
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tempt. The opiaioiis of yourself and fraternity ap- 
pear indeed to haye a wonderful effect upon the 
town. I am told the ladles are all employed id 
reading Bunyan and Pamela, and the waits has 
t>een entirely forsaken ever since the winter balls 
have closed. Under these apprehensions I should 
have addressed you before, had I not been sedulous* 
ly employed, while tlie theatre continued open* 
in supporting the astonishing variety of the orches- 
tra, and in composibg a new chime or Bob-Major 
for Trinity-church, to be rung during the summer, 
beginning with ding-dong di-do, instead of di-do 
ding-dong. The citizens, especially those who 
live in the neighborhood of that harmonious quar- 
ter, will^ no doubt be infinitely delighted with this 

m 

novelty. 

But to the object of this communication. So far, 
sir, from agreeing with mr. Evergreen in thinking 
that all modern music is but the mere dregs and 
drainings of the ancient, I trust, before this letter 
is concluded, I shall convince you and him that 
some of the late professors of this enchanting art 
have completely distanced the paltry efforts of 
the ancients ; and that I, in particular, have at 
length brought it almost to ^Y^oVwt^ ^^^«i\:vwi. 
The greeks, simple souls \vete^tw«&\«A.^^Q» 
powen of Orpheus, wbo msAetV^Niio^^^ wAtwft 
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«Unce to liis lyre ; — of Amphion who conrerted - 
«TotchetB Uito bricks, aod qusrers into mortar i— 
aad of Arion who woo upon the compassion of the 
fishes. . In the ferrenc; of admiration, their poeti 
Tabled that Apollo bad lent themUe Ijrc, and in 
spired them with his owDspiritof harmony. What 
then would they have said had they witnessed tlw 
wonderfbl efibcts of my skill? had they heard me 
in the compass of a shigle piece, describe in glow- 
ing nolcs one of the most sublune operations of n^ 
Cure ; and not only make iuanimate objects daiice, 
fiat even speak : ajid not only speak, but speak in 
strains of csquisitc harmony 7 

Let me not, however, be understood to say that 
I am the sole author of this extraordinary im. 
proTeitient in the art, for I confess I took the hint 
of many of my discoveries from someof those me- 
riforious productions that have latelycome abroad 
tind made so much noise noder the title of orer- 
tures. Fromsomcofthese, as, fo^illstanee,Lod<ri»- 
ka, anil the battle of Marengo, a gentleman, or a 
eaptaui in the ci^ miiilia, or an amazoitlan yonng 
lady, maj indeed acquire atolerablo Idea of mili- 
tu'y tactics, and become jerj well experienced in 
the &ing of musketry, the roaria% ot «ascGtn, '^k 
TRttliag of drums, the wliittttas<^M»,>w«cf«^'*- 
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cavalry, nillioat ever goiDg to the wars ; but it u 
more especially in the art of imiUUiig iuimitable 
things, and giving the language of every passion 
and sentiment of the human mind, so as cntirdj 
to do away the necessity of speech, that I particu- 
larly excel the most celebrated musicians of au- 
cicnt and modem times. 

I think, sir, I may venture to say there is not a 
sound in the whole compass of nature which Icaii- 
not imitate and even impi-ove upon ; — ^nay, what 1 
consider tlie perfection of my art, I have discoit'r- 
cd a method of expressing, in the most strikios 
manner, that undefinable, indescribable silence I 
which accompanies the falling of snow. 

In order to prove to you that I do not arrogate 
to myself what I am unable to perform, I will de- 
tail to you tlie different movements of a grand piece 
which 1 pride myself upon exceedingly, called the 
" Breaking up of the ice in the A^orth-river." 

The piece opens with a gentle anddSiU affetuossot 
which ushers you into tlie assembly-room in the 
State-house at Albany, where the speaker address- 
es his farewell speech, informing tlie members that 
the ice is about breaking up, and thanking then 
for their great services and gaoA XwiAoaNViT Vsv^^nasr 
iwr sopaithetic as to bmg teax^ *wv\o VX^as ^>j«*.--. 
FJaiirish of Jacks-a-don\Lies.-iccc;T«iYs\ k\\i^ 
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IB « hubbub : ^air, ** TIu*ce children slidii^ od 

tbe ice, all qd a summer^s da^.'* — CiUsens quarrel- 
liDg in dutch ; chores of a tin trampet, a crack- 
ed fiddle, and a hand-saw ! aUegro moderato, 

"—Hard frost :— this, if giy«n with proper spirit, 
lifts a charming efiect, and sets every body's teeth 
chattering. — Symptoms of snow— consultation of 
old women who complain of pains in the bones and 

fkeumaties ; air, ** There was an old woman 

tossed up in a blanket," &c.— -a^^^ro ttaccato ; 
waggon brealus into the ice ;— people all mn too see 

what is the matter ; aur, «<5tZicwo.— " Can you 

raw the boat ashore, Bitly boy, Billy boy i** — arir 

imUe ; — frost fish froze up in the ice ; air — 

** Ho, why dost thou shiver and shake, Gafier Gray, 
and why does thy nose look so blue ?"— Flourish 
■of two-penny trumpets and rattles ;— consultation 
of the North-river society ;— determine to set the 
JNorth river on fire, as soon a^ it will bum ; — air 
— *' O, what a fine kettle pf fish/' 

Part II. — Great Thaw. — ^This consists of the 
nost melting strains, flowing so smoothly as to oc- 
jcasion a great overflowing of scientific rapture ; air 
— ** One misty moisty morning." The house of as- 
sembly breaks up — air—** The awV& casein cqX "'Mcftk. 

Sew nbout,'^ ^Assembly-men ercfe^ix^. oti VJbsss^ 

'By to Ncw-York. air ^^ 'TYve ^\i<^^ 

e geese they all swim otct, «i\, At^r^C" 
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Vessel sets sail ; chorus of niai*iuers — '* Sleer 

bcr up, ami let her gang.'* After this a rapid 
inoveineut wndiicts you to JVew-York;— the North- 
river society hold a meeting at the comer of Wall- 
street, and determine to delay burning till all the 
assembly-mcji are safe home, for fear of consuming 
some of their own members who belong to that re- 
f pectable body. — Return again to the capital. — Ice 
floats down the river ; — lamentation of skaiters ;-^ 
air, affelnosso — ** I sigh and lament me in vain, 
&c." — ^Albanians cutting up sturgeon; — air — "0 
the roast beef of Albany." — Ice runs against Po- 
lopoy's island, witli a terrible crash. — This is 
represented by a fierce fellow travelling with 
his fiddle-stick over a huge bass viol, at the 
rate of one hundred and fifty bars a minute, and 
tearing the music to rags ; — this being what is 
called execution. — The great body of ice pa.«4e8 
West-point, and is saluted by tliree or four dis- 
moimted cannon, from Fort Putnam. — " Jefferson's 

march" by a full band ; air—** Yankee doodle," 

with seventy-six variations, never before attempt- 
ed, except by the celebrated eagle, wiiich flutters 
his wings over the copper-bottomed angel at messrs. 
Pj>f'si/il3roadway. Ice pass^es New York ; conch- 
sJicJl sounds at a distance— fctrjTOfciveaX\&w-«r\\ 
—people run down CouTt\M\A\.-«Xxft«X--fcTrs\3iw^^ 
ifets sail air— accompaja^ed \>T ^^^ '^^^^^'^^ 
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'II all go over the feny." — Bondcau — gir- 
ticiilaraccmintaf BitOM the Powlcs-hook 

who is supposed to be closely coiuicpted 
1 Kortli-river societj.^ — The socieLy make 
attempt to fire the siream, but arc utter- 
ted by a remarkable high tidc.irhicb briugs 

to light i — drowns upwards of a tboutuid 
1 occasions twenty robins to break their 
-Soeiety not being discouraged, apply to 

00 Sense," lor his lantern ; Air — 

BOSc, jolly red nose." Flock of wil^ geese 
the citj ; — old wives chatter iu the fog ;— 
raw at Conimuaipaw ; — dnims beat on 
r*K island. — The whole to conclude with 
in^ up of Sands' powder house. 

sir, you perceire what wonderful powers 
ssion have been hitherto locked up in this 
ngart : — a whole liistory is here toldivitb- 
dd of s[)ecch, or writing ; and praridcd the 

1 ill the least acquainted with music he 
QlKtake a single note. As to tiio blowing 
) poH'der-house, T look upon it as a ehtf 

which I am confideiit will delight all 
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modem amateurs, who very properly estimi 
sic in proportion to the noise it makes, and 
in thundering cannon and earthquakes. 

I must confess, however, it is a difficult 
manage, and I have already broken six pia 
giving it the proper force and effect. But 1 
despair, and am quite certain that by the 
have broken eight or ten more, I shall have 1 
it to such perfection, as to be able to tea 
young (ady of tolerable ear, to thunder it 
the iqfinite delight of papa and mamnia, i 
great annoyance of those vandals, who are 
barons as to prefer the simple melody of 
air, to the sublime efi\isions of modern i 
doctors. 

In my warm anticipations of future is 

ment, I have sometimes almost convinced 

that music will in time be brought to sucl 

max of perfection, as to supercede the ni 

of speech and writing ; and every kind of sc 

terc^urse be conducted by the flute anc 

The immense benefits that will result frc 

improvement must be plain to every man 

least consideration. In the present unha^ 

ation of mortals, a man Yias but oT\e way 

-t/o^g" AXiDseif perfectly uudetsloo^\ Vt W 

^peechr^0 must inevitcbAy be ^wtoSo ^^^' 
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Ui life ; but hftvit^ once learned this new musical 
luL^tMge, tbe loss of speech nill be a mere trifle 
not irortb a moincDt's nneasiDess. Not only this, 
Br. L. but it will add luncli to the harmonj of 
dooKEtic intercourse ; for it is certainly ranch 
nmre agreeable to liear a ]aij gire lectures on the 
piano than, viva voce, in Uie usual discordant ineas- 
nre. This manner of discnursing may alsa, I think, 
be introduced with great effect into our national 
i^emblics. where every man instead of wiping 
bis tongue, should be obliged to flourish a fiddle- 
ntick ; by which meang, if he said nothing to the 
purpose, he would at all events " discourse most 
eloquent music," wtiich is more than can be said 
of most of tliem at present. They might also 
sound their own trumpets without beiag obliged 
to a hireling scribbler, for an immortality of nine 
days, or subjected to the censure of egotism. 

But tiK most important result of this discovery 
is that it may be applied to the establishment of 
that great desideratum, in the learned world, auni- 
Tcrsal language. Whcrerer this science of music . 
ii cultivated, nothing moi'e will be necessary than 
a lumwledge of its alphabet ; which bejng almost 
tbe same every where, will tumouid, to ». wcitfe^wi 
aodiaai of commmiiGaUoi). A. loan ww-l '^k" 
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with his violin under his arm, a piece of rositl 
and a few bundles of catgut, fiddle his way tl^roa^ 
the world, and nerer be at a loss to make himsetf 
understood. 

lam, &jc. 

DEMY SEMIQUAVER. 



EXn OF TOLCME t 



XOTE, 

BY THE PUBLISHSB, 

Without tlie Inowlodge or permission of tlie autliora ami 
which, if he dared, he nould have placed near wliere Uieir 
r»jnarts are made 00 the great difitrence of manren whicli 
™sta between thejsexea now, frojij what did io the daya of 
■oar grandamei. The danger of that cheeli-bj-jonl famil- 
iaritr of the present day, mast be obvious to many ; and 
I think the followiog a strong example oT one of ita evik. 
Extracted from " the Mirror nf the Gracee." 

" I remember the count M , one of tlte 

most accomplished and liandsomest young men io 
Vienna: when I was there, JiewaspaBsionatel^in 
lore with a girl of almost peerless beauty. She 
vas the daughter ef a man of great rank, and great 
influence at court ; and on Uicse eousideratioQS, 
as well as io regard to her charms, she was folloir- 
eifby a multitude ol' suitors. She was lively and 
amiable, and treated tbt^m all witli an affability 
wiilch still kept tliein in her train althougli it 
nas gcncratlj known she had iToweJ a partiality 

for count M ; and that preparations were 

making for tliesr nuptials. The count was of a re- 
fined mind,' ajid adclicte sensibility; he loved 
her for herself alono ; for the virtues whichhe be- 
lieved dwelt in lier beautiful form; and, like a 
lover of such perfections, he ucver approaehcd 
her without timidity : and wtien he touched her, a 
fire shot through his veins, that'«MneA\\ravna\.'ia 
iarade the rermillion sanctuary ot ^ict \\v*- ^^^ 
werebis feefings, when, one evening, «XW» '«**™ 
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young lady's rejected suitors were present. For- . 
felts were one of the pastimes and all went on 1 
with the greatest merriment, till the eount was 
commanded, by some witty manCMe to redeem 
his glove by saluting the cheek of his intended 
bride. The count blushed, trejubled, adyanced, re- 
treated ; again a<lvauced to his mistress ; — and, — at 
last, — with a tremor that shook his whole soul, and 
every fibre of his frame, with a modest and diffident 
grace, he took tJic soft ringlet which played upon 
her cheek, pressed it to his lips, and retired to de- 
mand his redeemed pledge in the most evident con- 
iusion. His mistress gaiiy smiled and the game 
went on. 

One of her rejected suitors who was of a merry, 
unthinking disposition, was adjudged by the same 
indiscreet ciier of the forfeits as " his last treat 
before he hanged himseir' to snatch a kiss from 
the object of his receat vows. A lively contest 
ensued between the gentleman and lady, which 
lasted for more than a minute ; but the lady ' 
yielded, though in the midst of a convulsive hui^. 
The count had the mortification — the agony — to 
see the lips, which his passionate and delicate love 
would not permit him to touch, kissed with rough- 
ness, and repetition, by another man :^-even by 
one whom he really despised. Mournfully and 
sj}€nt)y, witliout a word, he rose from his chair— 
left the room and the house. By l\\<aLlgoo|'<iui£ifir«2 
^s the fair boast of Vientva \o?\.Yvei\\a^«t— Vs^ 
*«r husband. The count kh^^isl si*:^ ^^^ "^^^^ 
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